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If wild animals held their own
Olympics the porcupine would
finish last in most every event.
Contrry to Longfellow’s
Haiwatha they wouldn’t even
stand a chance in the javelin for
they do not hurl their quills.
Fearless little critters some
folks maintain. Not really. These
rodents are the Denny-Dim Wits
of the forest. “Number than a
hedge-hog’’ sum$ up the cranial
capacity of our Maine “porky.”
Another thing. Hedge hogs are
found only in Europe and are
much smaller. This retarded
rodent is second only to the
beaver in size. The scientific
name for the porcupine is
Frethizon dorsatum which
roughly translates “one who
rises in anger.” Even that seems
to be a contradiction for I’ve
never seen an angry porcupine.
But oh that tail! If provoked in
the extreme they will turn, lower
their head, point Jheir rump
toward their adversary and lash
out with their tail. If contact is
made the enemy is in for at best
some hard times, and the worst,
death from these lethal mini
harpoons. Once in the flesh a
quill may penetrate 2” in a day.
Many fine hunting dogs have
been crippled or killed by por
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cupines for once imbedded the
quills will swell due to body heat
of the victim. Muscle movements
cause the quill to be drawn into
the animal. Vital organs can be
penetrated or gangrene can set
in. resulting in blood poisoning
and sure death. If the un
fortunate predator gets a mouth
ful of quills it will almost cer
tainly die of starvation. Since an
adult porky is covered with over
30.000 barbed spears it has al!
the advantage.
The structure of this quill
confused me somewhat as I have
examined many quills under the
microscope and have seen nary a
barb on the end of the quill. Yet
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all texts state that each quill has
a barbed tip. It has been
reported that predators can
sometimes extract quills with
their teeth if not too deeply
lodged.
By nature the quill pig is
peaceful, sluggish and opts to
spend most of his days sitting,
feeding, and sleeping in trees.
Hence they are classed as ar
boreal (tree dwelling) animals.
Since it is a confirmed herbivore
(plant eater) it has detante with
most other creatures. It has few
natural enemies outside of man
himself. The fisher is one animal
that has made a science of
hunting porky. Next to house cat
casserole, porcupine pie is a
fisher’s favorite. It will drive
them out of a tree, flip them on
their back, and attack the
porcupines’ only vulnerable area,
their quill-less belly. The only
other animal that will kill a
porcupine with any frequency is
a bobcat. They seem immune to
the quills. I have skinned out cats
that were loaded with quills and
yet had no trace of infection.
They seem to be impervious to
them. This is probably due to the
presence of some type of enzyme
that digests them. Occasionally
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coyotes and foxes will tackle
them but other natural food has
to be in short supply to provoke
an attack.
Food for porky presents no
problem. They prefer the bark of
evergreens, especially hemlock
and white pine. The car
bohydrate-rich bark of the
maple, beech and birch also
represents essential sources of
food. During warm weather
aquatic vegetation is an im
portant diet item. Porcupines
seem to enjoy water. Their quills
provide bouyancy and they are
solid, if somewhat clumsy,
swimmers. Some authors report
porcupines will eat meat but I’ve
never seen evidence of this.
As previously noted the quill
pig, as it is sometimes called, is a
clumsy waddler. perhaps due to
its short legs and heavy body. It
is the only North American
quilled mammal. There are just
two forms — one eastern and one
western which is smaller witht*
short fur. Although porky* is
found on the east and west coasts
as well as Canada. Alaska and
Mexico it is absent over much of
central and southern U.S., one of
few pluses in their favor. They
are regarded as survival food for
lost souls since they can be easily
dispatched with a stick. The liver
is reputed to be delicious while
the fresh tastes strongly of tree
bark. I have no first-hand
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knowledge of either nor do I wish
to.
Debarked tree tops are a sure
sign of this rodent as well as piles
of fiberous. oval droppings
roughly 3/4” long and 3/8” round.
They make a habit of using a
rotten fallen log as a latrine.
Many I’ve encountered in the
woods were sitting high in a
spruce tree. They resembled a
large black soccer ball. I saw one
for three successive days high in
a large fir tree. Woodsmen have
told me that they have seen a
porky spend days in a single
tree.
Let’s examine the life and
times of the porcupine. We find
much conflicting information in
the literature concerning
measurements and weights but
the average body length is 25”;
tail length 7”. Adult weights run
from 15 to 40 pounds with an
average weight of 20. Life span
in the wild is 8 years and in
captivity to Wyears. Porcupines
mate in November, the rut
lasting one month. The male and
female may pair during this time
but basically porky is
promiscuious. Males have
acquired the nasty habit of
urinating on the female during
courtship rituals and they will
not fight one another for the
favors of the opposite sex.
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Watch Out for the Quill Pig
Continued from previous page

Usually one young is born (rarely
two) during April or May after a
gestation period of 112 days.
Newborn are the largest in
proportion to the size of the
mother of all mammals, which
would be equivalent to a woman
having an 80 pound baby. Quills
on the young develop and harden
several days after birth and it is
able to follow its mother into the
trees and feed in less than a
week. It is well that the
youngsters are able to fend for
themselves so quickly for the
mother usually ignores them and
pursues her own interests
shortly after they are born. Dens
of the quill pig are casual affairs.
They prefer cavities in trees but
will use underground sites.
While we are on the subject of
tree dens, be mindful that
numerous birds and mammals
depend on these old. usually
partially decayed trees for den
sites. Coons, woodpeckers, song
birds, hawks, martens, owls,
fisher, bats and squirrels are a
few species that come im
mediately to mind. So don’t get
too tidy when cutting wood in the
back forty. Best to leave the
decayed trees standing and lend
Mother Nature a hand. I’ve
heard about porky condominiums
containing a dozen or more
critters. These mobile pin
cushions spend most of the day
holed up and are most active at
dawn and dusk. Porcupines do
not hibernate but travel abroad
most of the winter denning up
only during heavy storm periods.
Often you will see their tracks
and tail drag marks in the snow.
Some diseases such as tularemia
trouble the animal. I’ve heard
porcupines emit a shrill whine
and an occasional grunt but they
tend to be quiet about the
business of life.
Besides the nefarious quill
business, Maine’s own mini
missile launcher has other bad
habits that fail to endear them to
camp owners, loggers, orchardists. and utility companies.
They will gnaw on anything, but
give special attention to sub
stances with perspiration or salt
on them such as axes, tools, and
wooden foundations of camps.
Should they gain entrance

New Moose
Leader Named
Karen Morris of Orono has
been named as the Maine Fish
and Wildlife Department’s moose
research project leader, ac
cording to Commissioner Glenn
H. Manuel.
Morris, a 1972 University of
Maine at Orono graduate,
replaces 27-year Department
veteran biologist Francis Dunn,
who retired recently. She had
worked as Dunn’s assistant on
the moose project for several
months and before that had been
an assistant on> the bear project
for nearly two years.

The 29-year-old biologist was
born in Northampton. Mass., and
graduated from Amherst. Mass..
Regional High School. She
worked summers with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the
University of Maine, and the
Fish and Wildlife Dept, while
working on her B.S. in wildlife
management from the
University of Maine and her
M.S. in wildlife management
from Virginia Polytechnic In
stitute and Virginia Stale
University (1974).

awesome devestation may
result. Creosote is a good rodent
repellent. Porky seems to enjoy
snacking on the hydraulic lines of
skidders and dozers. They savor
the coverings of telephone and
power company cables and girdle
the bark of fruit trees with
gusto. Researchers have
reported that a single porcupine
may do $6,000 of damage per
year. As even the casual ob
server can quickly discern, it’s
difficult to get a porcupine fan
club started. On their behalf
their very low reproductive
capacity means a limited
population. Land clearing
operations have also checked
population growth and spread.
Most folks simply ignore them
unless they become pests.
Mainers still enjoy spotting
porky sunning in a tree or
waddling down a woods trail. We
believe in a “live and let be”
philosophy and have taken that
stance with porky. The
statewide population has risen
slightly in the past ten years but
the fisher and bobcat should
control any significant increases.
One of the reasons that the quill
pig is such an eager eater is their
metabolism. With a pulse rate of

300 per minute they burn up a lot
of energy even without a lot of
body movement.
Most Maine sportsmen have
gone through the traumatic
experience of trying to remove
quills from a dog. Last time I
tried to extract quills from our
dog was the last time! Anybody
that would put their dog or
themselves through that kind of
ordeal to save a ten dollar bill
needs medical attention for
himself. First there is no way to
immobilize a conscious dog. I
hogtied ours and. while my wife
tried to restrain its head by
pinning it to the barn floor
between tines of a hay fork. I
endeavored to extract the quills
with a pair of needle nosed
pliers. Old shep wasn’t buying
any of this and within 3 minutes
became unrestrained. My wife
and I then began to discuss in a
very heated manner who was not
doing what to whom properly.
She then rapped me in the shins
with the hay fork and went
immediately into the house
leaving me an 80 pound German
shepherd still with a mouthful of
quills and no trust in his master.
Straightway I headed for the
vet’s which I should have done
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initially. The veternarian ex
plained to me. after
anesthetizing the dog and
removing the quills, that even a
small fragment of a broken quill
can work its way into a dog’s
brain or eye in just a few days
and kill or blind the animal. He
also gave me a formula which can
be used to shrink the quills for
easier removal. Use 1 cup
vinegar. 2 teaspoonfuls baking
soda, and stir well. Soak on the
quills. Wait 10 minutes. Repeat.
Wait ten minutes. Then if you’ve
a tad of sense take the dog to the
vets.
Maine bountied the porcupine
for years and most of us have
hauled a few dried paws (and
sometimes other parts we hoped
would pass for paws) to the local
town clerk for our $.50 reward.
Presently the state pays no
bounties on any wild creatures.
The only part of the porky the
Maine Indians consistently used
were the quills which they used
for decoration on their clothing.
Scientists report that the
porcupine is one of only four
animals left in North America
that came originally from South
America. I suppose if it went
home we’d miss the varmint.
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Editorials

CONTROVERSY!
Is Fish and Wildlife
Going Broke?
Executive Director Richard Jones sum
up their positions for the first time
Commissioner Glenn Manuel and SAM
together in twin guest editorials.

These are troublesome times. Just how is well illustrated by the current
controversy over the financial status of Maine’s Fish and Wildlife Depart
ment. For the first time in modern history there is a genuine argument
over how much money the department has and will spend. For the first
time in modern history there is a definite split between a large block of
sportsmen and what has been traditionally believed to be "their depart
ment.”
The central actors in this controversy have been Fish and Wildlife
Commissioner Glenn H. Manuel, still in his first year in that post, and
Richard Jones, executive director of the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine,
the largest sportsman’s organization in the state’s history with 4,700
members.
At heart, the issue is simple. Commissioner Manuel has said his De
partment is going broke; that the immense forces of inflation have caught
up with the Department’s sources of funding and that the Department
needs immediate help. Jones, and his SAM board of directors, has dis
agreed, saying they find nothing in the department’s financial statements
which foretell the impending financial doom which the department has
prophesied.
As is always the case in such issues, the arguments have not stayed
simple, and while people have lined up on both sides the debate has become
muddied and strident. At times some of the arguments brought forth have
been both beside the points and bombastic.
That’s why we have asked both Commissioner Manuel and Director
Jones to write guest editorials for The Maine Sportsman. We present their
arguments here, side-by-side and invite our readers to make a decision for
themselves whose arguments carry the most weight.

“Tall Tales” Won’t Sweep SAM Away
By Richard Jones, Executive Director
Sportsman's Alliance of Maine

On March 17. 1980. a letter from the SAM Board of
Directors was delivered to Governor Brennan. The subject of
this letter was the presentations of the financial status of
F & W made by Commissioner Glenn Manuel to various
legislative bodies.
Mr. Manuel made a presentation to the Appropriations
Committee, in writing, on February 28 which was used as
support for the bill which would have allowed him to borrow
funds in anticipation of revenues. In this statement he
predicted a cash balance of $699,182 on June 30. 1980 and
being in the red by $77,954 in September. 1980 and by
$310,610 in October. 1980.
On this date. February 28, he knew his cash balance was
$2.89 million, that revenues for the remainder of the year
were set by him as $1,481,228 and expenditures (with no
savings considered) for the same period were $2,750,000.
meaning spending would exceed income by $1,268,772.
If one takes this $1,268,772 from the $2.89 million, a cash
balance of some $1.62 million would remain on June 30. 1980,
a figure nearly $1 million higher than Mr. Manuel advised the
Committee. So why a prediction of doom?
On March 6 he said, in writing, that he “was facing roughly
a $2 million deficit, for the biennium, just to maintain present
programs." Mr. Manuel was followed by his business
manager who advised that a cash balance of $1.9 million was

now projected for June 30. 1980 and some $800,000 for June
30. 1981. Mr. Manuel was present and made no mention of
this nearly $3 million difference in the two presentations.
(The second figures agreed with those in the February issue
of the SAM News.)
This was something on the order of Mr. Manuel's first
written statement concerning the Department’s financial
status dated June 8. 1979. in which he predicted a cash
balance of $1,259,137 for June 30. 1979. some 22 days later.
We now know that his balance was in fact $2,523,208 or some
100% higher than he said it would be. Why?
It seems that our membership meeting discussion on
February 13 concerning the F & W financial picture (at
tended by several F & W personnel) and the subsequent
February issue of the SAM News, claiming cash balances
rather than deficits made the Commissioner realize that
there were a lot of dollars in his Department’s figures that he
was not considering, because after his March 5th memo was
presented, citing a $2 million shortfall and in response to our
criticism of the forecast, he has been claiming that his
"austerity" program has resulted in nearly a million dollars in
savings.
We would only ask if that is so. why didn’t he realize it on
February 28th when he told the Appropriations Committee
he would be broke in September. 1980 and again on March 5
in his pitch for an added $2 million? Or did these savings
become apparent only after March 5?
The issue that the Board of Directors of the Sportsman’s

Alliance of Maine (SAM) took to Governor Brennan con
cerning F & W Commissioner Manuel, was his presentations
of the department’s financial status to various legislative
committees. No more — no less. He has not been criticized
for saving any dollars that he could. That is his job.
In all of the attacks in retaliation by Mr. Manuel and those
who came to his defense, we have not been called wrong and
this is so because we included copies of the materials
originating with F & W that supported our contention that
Mr. Manuel did as we alleged, present "confusing, conflicting
and ambiguous statements concerning the financial situation
within his department” before these groups.
SAM has never said that F & W would not need additional
funding some time in the future. Our problem has been in
finding out when.
Since we decided that those we represented deserved the
truth, we have been subject to rumors being circulated as to
ulterior motives on the part of Maynard Conners and myself.
Personal and political motives have been rampant.
I can speak for myself, and from my knowledge concerning
Maynard Conners, to the extent that I have no ulterior
motive nor have I seen any reason to believe Maynard has.
The vote to write the Governor was taken by SAM’s Board of
Directors, not I, as I cannot even vote, nor could Maynard as
presiding officer.
Why is it so difficult for those in public life to believe that
someone could be doing the job for which they are being paid,

Continued on next page

“Our Present Solvency Is Misleading”
By Glenn H. Manuel, Commissioner
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
& Wildlife
Projected deficits: A curse inflation has inflicted on many
businesses and government agencies across the land, in
cluding most state fish and wildlife departments.
Projected deficits: The major pre occupation of the Maine
Fish and Wildlife Department for the last year and a half and
of mine during the 10 months that I have been the Depart
ment’s commissioner.
When I became commissioner in June 1979 there were two
major financial issues facing the Department, both associated
with projections that future revenues would fall short of our
needs. A short-term funding issue involved the question of
how the Department was going to avoid going into the red
before the end of 1980. A long-term funding issue involved
finding an appropriate and. preferably, inflation-proof
supplementary revenue source to help fund Department
programs for the foreseeable future.
Although the short-term problem posed a real threat and
has received most of the attention, of greater overall im
portance in the context of future fish and wildlife
management in Maine is the larger issue of long-term fun
ding. As I will explain, our short-term outlook has improved
in rec-ent months. This should not prompt complacency,
however, as the problem could re-develop quickly in these
uncertain economic times. And yet to be adequately ad
dressed is the long-term issue of finding the optimum funding
level and sources to meet future needs.
I will purposely avoid using figures to illustrate this ex
planation of the Department’s financial situation — figures
can be used and abused to make almost any point. Instead.
I’ll let the facts stand alone and state only that the figures
that support them have been verified by qualified, impartial
accountants, including the Commissioner of Finance and
Administration.

Reduced to its most understandable terms, our financial
situation is this: The costs of the Department performing its
functions are rising at a more rapid rate than its income,
which comes mostly from hunting and fishing license sales. In
the past, the Department's financial needs were adequately
met by a combination of increasing sales of licenses and
periodic increases in their cost. In recent years, however, the
total license sales curve has leveled off and in some
categories, such as nonresident fishing, are in a decline. At
the same time, and fueled by inflation. Department expenses
for salaries, equipment, and supplies have spiraled upward.
On the surface this would appear to mean more frequent
and/or larger, increases in license costs. The only two
alternatives that I can see are a reduction in expenditures by
the Department and a search for some other funding source(s) to supplement the present ones. Although it may no
longer qualify as news, these are exactly where the major
effort has been in recent weeks and months!
One would think that our efforts to cut costs and to find
other revenue sources to take the pressure off license fees
would at least be welcomed, if not actively supported, by a
statewide sportsman’s organization. Incredibly, though,
those who have much at stake — whether fees are raised or
Department programs are cut back — were largely unsupportive of a number of funding alternatives which were
before the legislature recently.
Equally incredibly, the Department’s efforts to save
money — through an austerity program which stopped just
short of layoffs — became a contributing factor in recent
criticism we received. This happened because it helped throw
off our earlier projections, leading to the charge that those
projections were intentionally pessimistic. Our only escape
from this kind of distorted logic would have been to spend
and spend to make doomsday arrive on schedule!
Our reduced expenditures, combined with revenues which
ran somewhat higher than projections in January and

February this year (no doubt the result of early buying of
hunting licenses, influenced by the moose season application
period), now indicate that we won’t be running a deficit
beginning this September.
Because we have been both frugal and fortunate, some
time has been bought. We’ll get by for a little longer than we
had thought, but even with the large cuts we have made we
still see trouble ahead as we project revenues falling short of
expenses.
Even our present solvency is misleading to the extent that
some of our savings are only temporary postponements of
inevitable expenses; for example, the single biggest “saving”
came about through deferral of the replacement of a number
of game warden vehicles. We can patch together worn out
vehicles only so long before the choice is between buying new
ones or having wardens hitchhiking around the districts!
These are not the best of times for a government agency to
be saying it needs more mo iey. Government at all levels is
being told to “make do or cut back.” and that is where we are
right now. We are making do. Our programs and staffing are
inadequate now to meet the needs of Maine’s wildlife and fish
resources...and we are on the verge of having to cut back!
At the beginning of this article, I said that most state fish
and wildlife departments are in the same financial
predicament. Of the few that aren’t, one in particular —
Missouri — stand out as an example of what I believe must
happen here in Maine. Missourians, by their actions, made a
statement that wildlife was to have an important future in
their state. They recognized that a much higher level of
wildlife management was needed — and that it was going to
be expensive. After an unsuccessful attempt at a soft drink
tax, they sought a constitutional amendment to allow oneeighth of 1 percent of the state sales tax to be used for
wildlife programs. It required six years, but they got what

Continued on next page
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Letters To The Editor

Discouraged With
Coverage
To the Editor:

I have purchased your
magazine for several years and
have always enjoyed it. I was
very discouraged with it when I
attended the Maine Antler and
Skull Trophy Club banquet when
I realized that you didn't send a
representative from your paper
to attend. I always thought that
your paper was designed for the
sportsman in this state and
others who enjoy hunting and
fishing in Maine. For you to let
an organization such as the
Maine Antler and Skull Trophy
Club held a spectacle such as this
without notice is a terrible in
justice to all sportsmen and
women. To have such a collection

of unusual and massive deer
antlers and bear skulls in one
room is an awesome sight.
This club is striving to give
Maine game hunting the
recognition it deserves for the
massive racks of bear skulls it
does produce.
As far as I’m concerned, you
owe all the sportsmen an apology
for the injustice to all who hunt
in the great State of Maine.
Brenda Albertson
Solon

EDITOR’S NOTE: As far as
we're concerned. Brenda, you
owe The Maine Sportsman an
apology. Since the Maine Skull
and Antler Trophy Club was

Five Line
Advocate

formed we've devoted thousands
of words to promoting it, in
cluding the annual meeting
which you mention, which you
should know if you’ve been
reading it for the past couple of
years. We did have a
representative there as far as we
are concerned. Dick Arsenault,
organizer of the club has written
all our articles on the club from
the beginning. We have no
reason to believe he won’t write
an article based on this year's
banquet. This publication has
been intensely supportive of the
Maine Antler and Skull Trophy
Club. When you accuse us of
ignoring the club. Brenda, you
are the one doing an injustice to
The Maine Sportsman.

Rita Saw A Cougar
To the Editor:

Tonight my husband was going
through the April 1980 Maine
Sportsman and I happened to
look at the picture on the top of
the page and I nearly did a
cartwheel.
Whether you believe it is not
going to worry me. however,
over the past two years I have
had three sightings of this
cougar. The first two sightings
were at a fair distance and they
were on Route 171. It was the
size of the tail that threw me. I
hadn’t any idea of what I saw

and, although a little skeptical,
my husband said it sounded like I
was describing a cougar.
Late last fall while hauling
firewood along a woods road I
had my third sighting, a good
one. It ran up the road ahead of
me approximately two lengths of
a Luv pickup truck away, then it
jumped into the bushes. I
stopped at the place where it
disappeared and looked at the
tracks. The area was quite wet
and it left a good print. To me it
was huge. The color of the cat
was a rich dark brown. It’s coat
was beautiful, as it ran the fur

seemed to ripple.
When I got home I couldn’t
wait to tell my husband and
attempted to draw the animal.
The back legs seemed overly
heavy and the tail was long and
thick. The end did not seem to
taper at all. The ears were
flattened to the head as it ran.
I feel so good to know that I’m
not dreaming this animal.
Whether you want to believe it
or not there are cougars in this
area ... one anyway!
Rita Potter
Wytopitlock

“Tall Tales” Won’t Sweep SAM Away
Continued from previous page
with the welfare of their employers uppermost in their
mind, rather than to avoid the central issue with
personal attacks and innuendo? I cannot help but feel
this approach is taken in the hope of discrediting the
accuser rather than to face the facts.
I believe I know the membership of SAM well
enough to know that they will not be taken in by this
approach and I also feel that there is substantial
evidence of concern on the part of all sportsmen that
will not be swept away by tall tales.
The Governor’s approach, which frankly surprised
me. was to say through his press secretary that he
would not be influenced in his opinion “by the diatribes
of a special interest group which considers the
department its private domain." Interesting. The
Press Herald said, “that seems a fair characterization
of the traditional view of sportsmen's groups in
general." (Their feelings concerning sportsmen come
through loud and clear now. Will the Governor hold
this view come the 1982 gubernatorial election?!
I have not said that F & W is "our department." It is
our department to pay for through choice, but not tor
me to question in any way and before I would consider
anything as “ours" I believe I or any citizen should feel
comfortable in asking whatever questions are

necessary to understand its operations without being
made to feel that we are intruders, especially when we
are being asked to pay more, as would have been the
case this year without SAM's intervention. I believe
more properly that the department, particularly Mr.
Manuel, should not say that his is the department of
the sportsmen unless he means all of the time, not just
when they see things his way.
SAM’s membership said they would support a
license increase if we determined it to be necessary
and our motive has been pursuit of information to
assist in that determination.
I cannot help but wonder if we had not done so
would we have seen Mr. Manuel proceed from
projecting a deficit of $150,289 for June 30. 1980. to a
cash on hand balance of 1.9 million for this same date?
I cannot help but wonder if his projection of a deficit of
$2.3 million for June 30. 1980 would have changed to
an $800,000 cash balance for this date, without our
being involved?
The end result of all of his presentations can be
summed up by Mr. Manuel’s reply to Mr. McEachern’s
March 10 question: "If you do not get a fee increase
from this session, how long before you will need one?"
Mr. Manuel’s reply was “next session."
Our position exactly.

“Our Present Solvency Is Misleading”
Continued from previous page
they wanted and needed, and Missouri is now in the
forefront of wildlife management in the United States.
The real lesson to be learned from Missouri is that
they were successful only with the strong support of a
coalition of conservation organizations. Sportsmen.
Auduboners. garden clubs, and others got behind the
referendum and helped generate the public support
required to pass it.
We had very nearly the same kind of coalition going
here in Maine a few years back when the subject was
passage of a $4 million bond issue referendum for
wildlife habitat acquisition. That kind of a broad-based
effort would be required again to pass any new fun
ding initiatives, and I believe that is exactly what is
going to have to happen in Maine is to have any kind of

a dynamic fish and wildlife management program in
the future.
Wildlife and fish — and the recreation activities
they help support - are vital to the well-being of
Maine and her people. Leaving the guardianship of
these natural resources to an underfunded and
reduced Department would have consequences far
exceeding what it will cost to avoid those con
sequences. In a very real sense, which way we go will
be up to every wildlife enthusiast in Maine — whether
fisherman, birdwatcher, hunter, naturalist, trapper,
or casual observer.
It’s time we all stopped wasting valuable time and
energy bickering over small issues and non-issues. If
we pull together, there isn’t much we can’t ac
complish. If we pull apart, the fox may clean out the
henhouse while we hassle about the price of eggs!

To the Editor:
In recent columns Mr. Leeman
has been advocating stricter
regulations on ice fishing. He
claims the pressure is too high.
Even though my ice fishing
takes place in a different part of
the country I would like to ex
press some thoughts on the
subject. Just because there are
numerous tip-ups on the ice
doesn’t mean a large number of
fish are being caught. Five lines
per person isn’t too many if you
look at it another way. How
much water does an ice fisher

man cover compared to someone
trolling in a boat, casting a
spinner or hauling a fly? The ice
fisherman’s lines are stationary
and as a consequence he cannot
cover as much water.
The ultimate in winter outdoor
recreation is realized whenever
my family or neighbors can join
me for a day’s outing on the ice.
It should be of little consequence
whether the holes are put in with
a power auger, a hand auger or
ice chisel.
Jeffrey A. Pavia
Cornwall, N.Y.

Trees Trash
Trout Brook
To the Editor:

I just read the article by Ken
Smith on threats to wild brook
trout. I agree that streamside
tree harvesting should not be
allowed within 200 feet of any
water source capable of sup
porting a viable trout population.
I used to fish a small brook in
Piscataquis County that
produces good early fishing. Two
years ago I thought I’d try it
again and what I found was
really disgusting. Someone had
cut wood around the area and
made a complete mess. There is
brush all in and around the

stream and there are skidder
tracks that go through it in
several places. For about a
quarter mile it is like this and
impossible to fish.

I used to catch my limit of
healthy 8 to 9 inch trout in that
area. Suckers also run this
stream during spawning season
and I don’t see how they can
possibly get through the mess.
I am upset by this and think
there should be a very heavy fine
for anyone caught doing it.
G. McEwen
Guilford

What’s Wrong
With Worms?
To the Editor:

In regard to the editorial
published in last month’s issue
titled “How You Can Make
Fishing Better” by our fly fishing
editor (HPV). could you please
comment on your call against
bait fishing for brook trout by
explaining its faults. I consider
tied imitations of flies and insects
as bait as much as live worms.
I’m sure the trout would agree.
I’m not knocking fly fishing, but
using worms for bait while trout
fishing has certainly provided
myself with many exciting
fishing trips.
Jeff Thompson
South Windham

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sure thing
Jeff. First you will have to agree

that the reason Maine's fishing
gets worse all the time is that we
kill too many trout. Once you've
gotten that far. then you will
say. "How can we kill fewer trout
and still fish for them?'' The
answer is that we catch them and
let them go. But if we catch them
on worms they tend to suffer
internal damage and die (a Maine
study shows 90 percent of deep
hooked trout die after being
released/. The hooking mortality
for flies or spinners is less than
10 percent. Trout are not
inexhaustible and we are about
to find out they are too expensive
to stock by the millions.
Therefore we are going to have
to conserve them by killing
fewer. Hooks baited with worms
kill trout. That makes worms bad
bait.

The Maine Sportsman invites readers to comment
on all issues of interest. All letters must be signed. We
will publish as many letters as space permits. Letters
should be no more than 200 words. We reserve the
right to delete portions in the interest of space. Send
all letters to: The Maine Sportsman, Box 365,
Augusta, Maine 04330.
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Fiddleheads and Butter-Fried Trout
Then, the secret to good boiled
potatoes. Dump the water, and
place the pan on the burner.
Leave about five minutes, or
until the potatoes have dried and
begun to stick. If you mash these
with warm milk, they will be
light and fluffy rather than
sticky. However, for this meal,
simply pour on oddies of butter
and sprinkle with parsley.
The best way to cook fid
dleheads is to steam them in a
basket in the same manner of
asparagus or broccoli. This
method takes about a half hour
and insures this delicate
vegetable will retain its true
flavor.
Some people eat this green
with vinegar. I hate to see it.
Fiddleheads have such a delicate

Spring flowers and sunsplashed days. Alder leaves the
size of mouse ears. Trout are
biting. And so are black flies.
Who cares? It’s spring. Here at
last. With green. And more
green.
There is a stream in the Eustis
area. Along toward Memorial
Day. it always yields a mess of
brook trout. But. better yet, the
fiddleheads have peaked, and it
takes precious little time from
fishing to fill a grocery bag with
these tender ferns.
With a Coleman stove on my
truck’s tailgate. I like to cook a
noon meal of boiled potatoes,
fiddleheads, and trout. After
peeling the potatoes, I’ll quarter
and boil them until a fork easily
pierces them.

[207] 243-2930

Dory & Bud Williams

CARRYING PLACE
S porting Camps on Pierce Pond Stream
Pond & stream fishing for salmon & trout
Hunting for partridge, deer, & bear
Hiking — Vacations
American Plan Only
Fine food our specialty
Boat rentals on Pierce Pond
Dinner by reservation

BINGHAM, MAINE 04920

P.O. BOX 315

taste. I like them with butter and
a little salt. No other herbs and
spices. I save these condiments
for the unfresh produce the
supermarkets sell at exorbitant
prices.
If you don’t have a steaming
basket (they are inexpensive and
a great investment), put the
fiddleheads in an inch of boiling
water. Reduce heat, cover and
simmer for 15 minutes or until
tender. Overcooking really hurts
fiddleheads, so they must be
watched carefully.
Brook trout is the next con
sideration. The age-old Maine
method is to fry them in bacon
fat. I like trout this way. A friend
of mine from Pennsylvania goes
into a rage at the thought of
cooking brookies in bacon fat.
but some of us like them. Worse
yet. we like them fried good and
crisp.
However, my favorite method
is to cook them slowly in butter,
being careful not to overcook.
Sometimes. I like to baste the
cavity with melted butter that
has been lightly seasoned with
garlic powder. But. brook trout
has a delicate flavor easy to
overpower. Seasoning must be
minimal. This is the only way my
Pennsylvania friend will eat
brook trout, but we like variety.

Give Your Cur
a pt
Place

Country

Cooking

Ken Allen

Another good, easy method for
brook trout can be done over an
open fire. Place a little butter
and garlic powder in the trout's
cavity and wrap the fish
separately in aluminum foil.
Bury in the coals (not ashes)«and
cook for eight minutes.
If you have an aversion to
aluminum foil, brush the trout
liberally with butter and cook on
a grill four or five inches over the
coals. Make sure there are coals,
and not fire. Fire only smokes
and scorches.
With this method, like all
methods, gently flake the meat
from the backbone. If it has
turned from translucent to
opaque, it is done. With practice,
anyone can judge the fish just as
it turns, and this is supposedly
when any fish should be served.
Trout has such a delicate
flavor...so easy to lose when
cooked poorly.
Now. here is a tip for cleaning
fish. Some amateur gourmets
feel water should never come in
contact with fish during cleaning.

Water removes juices and makes
the meat taste flatter. It sounds
reasonable. I suppose.
Anyway, water never touches
my fish during cleaning, but it is
not for epicurean reasons. After
removing the viscera. I take a
paper towel and press it against
the backbone at the posterior
end of the cavity. With a firm
motion. I wipe the paper towel
toward the head. This removes
the kidney so easily. It comes
from the backbone completely,
leaving the cavity dry and clean.
It is much easier than running
water.
This meal of trout and fid
dleheads has such a delicate
flavor. Wine really compliments,
and the one I would choose would
be a good German Moselle wine
with its wonderful bouquet and
delicacy. My favorite Moselle is
Bernkastler Doktor. but then I’m
a simple country boy.
A light meal. A sparkling day.
Eat. drink, and be merry. It's a
wonderful time of year.

Pure Drinking Water
From Any Water Source

Finish
plaitikole
WHITE LIGHTNING
BODY FILLER
Quart
$ 3.74
Gallon $11.75

FOR A LONG-LASTING
LUSTRE

CAR COLORS
TO MATCH MOST
AMERICAN CARS

MAR-GLASS & STUFF-IT FILLERS
ALSO AVAILABLE

“Aquaspring”
It’s easy to use

No plumbing
hook-up required
Use on counter
Only 91/2 in. square

100*7.

RUST
REPAIR
KIT

6 oz.

Only *208

FREE LITERATURE

On,y $1Oo2

PRIMERS

only $230

FIBERGLASS REPAIR KIT

METAL FLAKE
COMPETITION

Only $6.48

ENGINE ENAMELS

OTHER SIZE KITS AVAILABLE

TRUCK COLORS

RIVET, FIBERGLASS MAT,

UNDERCOATING

BODY REPAIR ACCESSORIES

TRUCK PAINT
ALSO IN STOCK

IN STOCK

RUBBING COMPOUND
SANDING DISCS
PUTTY
SANDING BLOCKS

SANDPAPER
4 SHEETS SUPER FINE

>1.49
3/4 MASKING TAPE
LIQUID STEEL
PLASTIC RUBBER
WINDOW SEALER
IN STOCK

$1.25

J1

TURTLE WAX
WAXES, WASHES, POLISHES

Iautobody

1

• Removes impurities. Kills bacteria and germs.
• Makes up to 11/2 gal. of distilled water a day.

REPAIR BOOKLET

ONLY 99c

BIDDEFORD PORTLAND SO PORTLAND
BRUNSWICK AUGUSTA BREWER
BANGOR WATERVILLE PRESQUE ISLE
IN LEWISTON R I MITCHELL INC
INNH CHAMP AUTO PARTS

CAR WASH MITTS & SPONGES
CHEESECLOTHS

CUSTOM
PINSTRIPING TAPE

STORE HOURS
MON. FRI. 8 to 8
SAT. 8 to 5

OPEN SUNDAYS

Or send $130.00 plus $3.00 shipping & handling to:
Curtis Peasley, 25 Boulder Dr., Burlington, Mass. 01803.
Prompt shipment.
(Mass, residents add $6.50 sales tax)

Mr. Sport, Inc.
SPORTING GOODS
Rte. 9, Eddington, Maine 04429
Phone (207) 843-6008
- Ammunition - Reloading Equip
ment & Supplies - Cast Bullets - Black Pow
der & Accessories (Rifle & Pistol Kits Spe
cial ordered) - Licensed Remanufacturer
of Ammunition.

NON-RESIDENT LICENSES
Cortland & Leonard Pro Shop.
Fishing Tackle for all Seasons.
Flies - Fly Tying Materials - Reel
Repairs. Vests - Waders Rain Gear.
Graphite & Glass Rod Kits (Special
Order) LINCOLN CANOES - S&T
Paddles
VISA - MASTER CHARGE CARDS
Mail Orders Accepted
Open 7 Days per Week
We’re bigger than you think
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Robinson Again Leads MBDA
Boasting a membership of
nearly 200 members, the Maine
Bird Dog Club’s annual meeting
could be termed “slightly
disappointing” as only 54
stalwarts assembled at the
Penobscot County Conversation
Association clubhouse on the
shores of the mighty Penobscot
River in Brewer. March 22.
What they lacked in numbers
they more than made up for in
enthusiasm.
Much discussion, pro and con.
was delivered when a motion to
add a “money-stake” to the
spring trial was made. It has
been the practice of this club,
since inception in 1972. to award
trophies and ribbons to winners,
and to steer clear of “money
stakes.”
Nearly all other bird dog clubs
in New England, as well as most
of the U.S., offer cash purses. In
most eases it consists of ’/? of the
entry fees received in a stake.
This applies only to OPEN
stakes, ones in which
professional dog trainers often
handle dogs for owners. Of
course the Amateur owner can
handle his own dog if he chooses,
and is eligible for the money if he
wins.
The so-called AMATEUR
stakes are not allowed to offer
cash purses, and professional
handlers are barred from run
ning dogs in these stakes.
In most cases the sponsoring
clubs will subtract any special
fees such as the cost of birds, and
handlers horse rental fee. if the
stake allows the handler to ride
horseback. Some stakes
specifically state “Handlers will
walk." The remaining entry
money is then divided. The club
keeps half. The other half is
divided 50-30-20 among the three
placements. A quick example:
Entry fee is $10. Twenty dogs
are entered — $200. In most
Maine trials to date the handlers
walk, so there will be no horse
fee. Let’s say the cost of the
birds is $2.50 each, and a safe
rule of thumb is one bird for each
dog. so $50 is subtracted from
the $200. leaving $150. The club
will retain half of this or $75. and
the winners receive $37.50;
$22.50; and $15.00.
For some winners, this
amounts to a greater "material"

Sporting
Dogs
By Wilmot Robinson

Joe Dahl of Skowhegan displays the photo portrait
of his male pointer which was the award for winning
the 1979 Maine Wild Bird Trial. The award is created
by Bob Nichols. (Wilmot Robinson photo)

reward than a trophy and a
ribbon. In fact, some stakes still
feature a rotating trophy to the
winner, as well as the cash prize.
So why all the argument? The
answer is that to some members,
the prospect of money may lead
to corruption; attraction of a
different “breed” of dog handler,
and eventual downfall of the
club. It remains to be seen what
effect it will have on the Maine
Bird Dog Club.
Election of officers saw Earl
Robinson of East Holden elected
president, a position he has held
since June 1979 when David
Pierce resigned. At that time
Earl was vice president.

Garfield Wall of Pittsfield offers advice to club
members as he steps down as legislative officer of the
Maine Bird Dog Club. (Wilmot Robinson photo)

The newly elected vice
president is Danny Nein. of
Westbrook. Danny has been a
director in the club, and each
year has seen him attaining a
higher level of responsibility.
Mary Robinson, efficient wife
of brother Earl, (everybody calls
him "Robbie"), continues as
secretary-treasurer, a position
she was elected to in 1979.
"Robbie” presented his lovely
wife with a bouquet of long
stemmed roses. Mary confided to
the group that it was the second
time in their long years of
marriage that "Hubby" had
presented her with roses. (You
may have established a
precedent. "Robbie.” if not a
record.)
Two new directors were
elected to the board; Joe Dahl.
Skowhegan, and Don Stanley.
South Portland. Both gentlemen
have been active in the club for
many years.
I add my congratulations to
the many already heaped on
these leaders. Having founded
this club in 1972. I have a special
feeling for it. and it gives me
much pride to see my "kid
brother" so capably handling the
office of president.
A note of sadness was felt at
the meeting when Garfield
“Wally" Wall stepped down from
the position he has held since he
first suggested it eight years ago
— that of legislative officer.
Nobody has worked harder at a
job than Wally. I’m sure he often
felt alone on some of his opinions,
but these same opinions were
often the ones that won an issue.
There were other items of
business to come before the
body, and some of it dealt with
the Brownfield Area: wild bird
trials, and the possibility of a
Maine Bird Dog Championship. I
hope to be able to inform readers
about these developments in
future articles.
After a short intermission and
social hour, members and guests

were treated to one of the
Hermon Rebeccas’ Ladies
famous Turkey suppers; topped
off with home-made apple pie ala-mode. The group was then
entertained by Phil Bozenhard.
Fand W Biologist, who showed
slides of the Brownfield Area,
and elaborated on the mechanical
clear cutting to prepare the area
for management as grouse
habitat. The MBDC has spon
sored much of this work with
funds raised at special raffles,
and by a $1 fee from each entry
in their trials. Presently at least
one trial is scheduled at this
area, and it is envisioned that in
future years the Wild Bird Trial
or’the Championship may hold
forth on this venue.
Guest speaker for the evening
was Deputy Commissioner Bill
Peppard, who gave a brief
rundown of financial problems
facing the Department, possible
solutions and potential results. A
question and answer session
covered items from woodcock
seasons to moose hunting.
Gifts, drawings and awards
rounded out the evening; with
the presentation of the beautiful
color photo of WESTERKAMM

PETER, pointer male, to owner
Joe Dahl. The occasion is a result
of his win in the 1979 Wild Bird
Trial at the Moosehorn Wildlife
Refuge in Calais. Bob Nichols,
professional photographer
(retired), has been doing these
for each renewal of this
prestigious trial, and this year's
offering is as exquisite as all of
his past work.
Watch the calendar of events
in the Maine Sportsman for the
1980 trials and seminars of the
Maine Bird Dog Club.

HEADQUARTERS
for
Farm, Lawn, & Garden
Equipment
Log Splitters

JOHN DEERE
SALES & SERVICE
•

Hall Implement Co.
Foster’s Comer,
Windham, Me. 04082
207-892-6894

213 West Plain Street
Wayland, Mass. 01778
Tel. 1-617-653-9144

RETAILAND
MAILORDERS
Quality
since 1856!

FREE CATALOG

Outdoor Gear
Gifts & Sporting Prints
Fishing Equipment
Sportswear
Fly Fishing/Tying Schools
Hours 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
Closed Sun. & Mon.

IS

SHOP OF BOSTON, Inc.
Taxidermy Agent

D.F. HASTINGS DIST.’S
“Supplying the Animal
World With Quality”

BENC'HsFIELD

■ Wholesale
(dealerships)
■ Retail

■ Kennel
Feeder
Plans

and
■ Training
Supplies
■ Modular
Kennels

EUKANUBA
635 Eastern Ave., Rt. 17
Augusta, Maine 04330
1(207) 623-8551
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Campfires on the Canoe Trail
I touched a match to freshly
gathered birch bark and bright
yellow flames were soon leaping
in the air. igniting kindling I
carefully placed on it.
The Appalachian Trail walker,
cold, wet and shivering, turned
from preparing his supper over
his little alcohol stove and
remarked: “What do you guys
carry kerosene with you?”
This young man had walked
from Georgia to Maine — over
four months of wilderness travel,
and he had spent nearly every
night without the cheering
warmth of a campfire. He was
incredulous that a fire could be
started in the cold, raindrenched woods that day. It
didn't take him long to snuggle
up to it.
There are several little tricks
to starting wet weather fires.
One of my favorites is to carry
one of those disposable butane
lighters instead of matches. Oh. I
keep some matches tucked away
in a waterproof container, but for
day to day use the lighters are
hard to beat. (Don't dispose of
them in a fire.) They will quickly
dry out with just body heat after
a dunking, but best of all. they
give a sustained adjustable flame
that is much appreciated when
everything is damp.
That birch bark that so amazed
the trail walker is the best
possible wet weather fire
starter. White birch trees near
campsites are frequently and
thoughtlessly stripped to their
inner bark by campers with
knives, hatchets and axes. Don’t
do this. A five minute stop at a
white birch stand at an
anonymous spot along the river
will produce enough bark for the

Gil Gilpatrick, RFD #1, Fairfield, Maine 04937

One of the many benefits of a good fire, a cake
browning in the reflector oven. (Gil Gilpatrick photo)

whole trip. Just stuff it into a
bag; it is light and bulky and can
probably be wedged under a
canoe seat. Don’t cut the bark
frdfn the tree. Just pull the loose

TEA POND CAMPS
Clifton E. George and Family - Proprietors
Box #18 Eustis, Maine 04936
Phone: 207-243-2943

Best spring salmon and togue fishing in
western Maine. Fly in service to other ponds.
Fly into Tea Pond for a day and return after
dinner the same day.
OPEN YEAR ROUND
“Log cabins among the birches on secluded Tea Pond”
PACKAGE PLANS AVAILABLE
AMERICAN PLAN

stuff with your hands or. better
still, pick up from the ground the
pieces that have fallen off.
If the weather is really wet
you can supplement the resin in
the birch bark with that of
another common and plentiful
tree in Maine — the fir. Take a
knife and break the blisters on
the bark of this tree and collect
the pitch on a stick or some small
container. (Preferably a
disposable one as this is really
messy stuff.) Again, don’t go
busting blisters on trees right in
the campsite; it’s messy and
ugly. No permament harm is
done to the trees, and besides, it
is only necessary in the wettest
possible conditions.
When you are ready to get the

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN JACKET PATCHES

re going just smear some of the
.r pitch on your kindling. Once
gnited the resin burns long and
lot. drying out and igniting the
other kindling piled over and
around it.
The question often asked by
wet travelers, seeing others
snug around a warming blaze is:
“Where'd you get the dry wood?"
The dry wood is all around you.
Unless it has been raining for
two or three days the dead limbs
(squaw wood) on the lower
trunks of fir and spruce trees will
be quite dry as they are
protected from direct rain by
their canopy of live boughs
overhead. If the rain has been
coming down long enough to wet
the squaw wood then the
problem is a little more serious,
but still no call for a cold camp.
Standing dead fir and spruce,
and sometimes cedar if you're
lucky, are to be found almost
everywhere in Maine. No matter
how long it has been raining, the
wood inside of these trees will be
dry. All you have to do is cut
them up and carefully split off
the wet outer wood; then split up
and set aside the nice dry wood
from the inside. Don’t discard
the wet stuff, though. Once you
have a good hot fire going the
wet wood will dry out and
sustain the blaze.
Most well used campsites
along rivers have been pretty
well gleaned of nearby dry
wood. Don’t let this discourage
you because most campers seem
to have an invisible line beyond
which they will not travel for
wood; usually 100 to 150 yards.
This seems like a long ways to
most people in the woods but
actually it is no trouble to drag a
dead four or five inch diameter
spruce or fir that distance, and
then cut it up to fireplace length.
Another good source of dry
firewood for the canoeist is the
many islands found along the
course of most rivers. During
spring runoff driftwood piles up
on the upstream end of these
islands and during the summer,
after baking in the sun. it is hard
to beat as a fuel. Just stop, pick
up a few of convenient size and
length and lay them in the canoe
atop your gear. When you get to

camp all you have to do is cut it
up and your firewood worries are
over for the day.
Dry hardwood is hard to find
when canoeing in Maine. Most of
our northern rivers flow through
spruce-fir forest and there just
aren't many hardwoods around,
much less dry ones. Many books
and publications on camping go
into great detail on the im
portance of dry hardwood for
warming and especially cooking.
The fact is that if dry hardwood
trees are not there then you
must use what’s available.
What’s available is the most
abundant: spruce and fir.
However, if you choose to pick
up from the islands you have the
best chance to find dry hard
wood. Mother Nature has
collected and dried it for you.
You may not be able to identify
the species after it has dried and
bleached in the sun for months or
years, but who cares. Just the
heft of jt alone will tell you that it
is good, solid, long-burning
hardwood. These island
wood piles almost always serve
up some dry cedar or dry pieces
of alder (called biscuit wood by
the old-timers), that will produce
a bright blaze for the reflector
oven or to set aside for morning
kindling.
One last thought on wet
weather fires. If possible, try to
erect your rain tarp over your
fire, but high enough not to be
burned by sparks or high flames.
This will give a warm, dry island
for cooking, relaxing or
socializing. Also, your fire will be
protected from those gully
washing downpours which would
otherwise put it out.
The basics of fire making can
be a life saver at times when
circumstances and the elements
turn against you. but setting that
fact aside, the cheer, warmth
and companionship generated by
the evening campfire make it a
necessity in my camps.
When stepping in or from a
canoe, or standing to pole, turn
your toes slightly inward. This
distributes your weight better,
giving more balance. Try it. It
really works.

Chick-A-Dee
Restaurant

The Maine Sportsman jacket patches come in colorful outdoor shades. They
make ideal gifts and worn on your clothing indicate you are a real out
doorsman. Get one for each member of the family.

JustGoodFood^
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Bigelow Swap Angers Down Easters
Maine Power owns a 200 foot
strip around this lake.
Mr. Donald Crandlemire of
Machias (an avid hunter and
fisherman) has headed up a drive
here in the County to,have this
decision reversed. To quote Don.
“The State was outsmarted, outtraded and hornswoggled."
The one bright note in this
matter is now people of the State
of Maine own the Eustis town
dump!

Would you trade four and a
half miles of lake and river
frontage in Washington County
for Black Nubble Mountain in the
Bigelow tract?
L.I). 1971. which the
Legislature recently passed and
Governor Brennan signed,
thought it was a good trade. The
trade, which gave 10.500 acres to
Georgia-Pacific for 9.358 of their
land to be added to the Bigelow
tract, has created anger and
mistrust at some of our state
officials.
The lack of public hearings on
this swap was a major point that
some of the citizens of
Washington County have raised.
The public lots that were given
to Georgia-Pacific ranged in size
from a few hundred acres to
about 1,000 acres with the
average at 525 acres. Mr. Lloyd
Irland (Director of the Bureau of
Public Lands) stated that just
small lots were involved. I know
fellows who have been lost all
day on 525 acres!
The shore frontage given up
were sections on West Grand
Lake that included land at Farm
Cove and Big Mayberry Cove.
This totaled 960 acres. The
County also lost shore frontage
on Allagash Bay on Big Lake and
Sysladobsis Lake. The mile that
we gave up on the St. Croix
River contained 546 acres.
The two gentlemen who
engineered this land swap were
Mr. Irland (whom we have
already noted) and Mr. Richard
Barringer. Commissioner of
Department of Conservation.
One of the statements his office
issued was the State was gaining
seven miles of frontage on
Flagstaff Lake. Not true! Central

***

Fishing opened very slowly
with many fishermen but few
fish. Mac Donovan, and Billy
Schencks fished Anderson Pond
in Lubec. No fish, but they
counted 34 other anglers.
Willard Libby of Machiasport
and Melly Beal of Machias took
ten fish on East Monroe. No size!
Grand Lake Stream has been a
bonanza for landlocks. Many
fishermen and hundreds of
salmon. Rick Jordan caught and
released over a hundred legal
fish in one day. It has been
almost impossible not to catch a
fish. The fish were very thin and
very hungry. Not too much
nourishment in a wet fly.
I have two favorite months to
fish — May and September.
May. because in our area, the
water warms up rapidly after
Memorial Day. In years past. I
have caught my biggest fish in
May. The streams that I fish
have more water moving and this
increases the movement of a wet
fly.
May offers the landlock salmon
fisherman the best. Ice in most
lakes has just gone out and the
fish are hungry. The smelt runs
are in progress and the surface
water is cold.

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR FOR

DOWNEAST
REPORT
Sherwood Chandler
Machias 04654

***

I have been invited to fish the
Portage area for a few days in
June with Wayne Henderson.
Bill Schencks and I accepted and
are looking forward to new
country and new friends.
Every year as April rolls
around, we are faced with the
last Saturday in April ponds.
We. down here in the County,
are going to do something about
it. A petition is being circulated
among area fishermen
requesting the Commissioner
have a public hearing.
The ponds we shall ask to have
an April 1st or ice-out opening
are: Pike Brook, East. Simpson
Pond. Indian Lake. Monroe Lake
and Six Mile Lake. All of these
are put-and-take ponds. If you
have any thoughts on this
matter, drop me a line.

catching looked like our chub. An
inexpensive spinning rod would
open a whole new world to them!
Atlantic salmon season, which
opened May 1st. should set
record catches on Downeast
rivers. Water conditions will be
close to ideal. Also, the shad run
on the Narraguagus will be

starting anytime now.
This would be a good year to
take a boy or girl fishing. To give
a youngster a chance now. could
give him or her a lifetime of
enjoyment.
My favorite streamer for
landlocked salmon? Supervisor
or a Jane Craig. What's yours?

KERN’S INN & MOTEL
Eustis Village, Maine

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
Open Daily - Bob & Doreen Strout, props.
Fishing - Hunting - Snowmobiling & Skiing
GROUP & FAMILY RATES
Housekeeping Units & Rooms w/Private Bath

***

I spent some time in Jamaica
recently and was intrigued by
their river fishing. The natives
use a line, hook and sinker, held
in the hand. To cast, they throw
the line as if it were a discus. For
bait they were using some type
of grub. The fish they were

TEL: 207-246-3333

Qaseqs
SPENCER BAY

GREENVILLE. MAINE 04441

NORTHERN MAINE
FLYING SERVICE

Bushnell Scopes
Forster Products
Camillus Knives
Buck Knives
Western Knives
Chace Leather
Marbles Cleaning Acc

Black Powder
DuPont Powder
Hercules Powder
Winchester Powder
Bushmaster Firearms
Fox Firearms
Wickliff Rifles

Washington County offers
many good landlock salmon
waters. Take a week off anytime
from the 5th to the 15th of May
and come on down and fish. West
Grand Lake. Gardner Lake. East
Grand Lake. Love Lake. Bog
Lake and Schoodic Lake will all
offer good fishing.

On Moosehead Lake

Island Falls, Me. 04747
10 minutes off I-95

RUSTIC CABINS AND CAMP GROUND
HOT SHOWERS — MARINA
BOAT AND CANOE RENTALS
MOOSE WATCHING

Bush & Charter Flights
Fishing — Canoeing
Norm & Rita Bradley
207-463-2181 or 2260

Safariland Holsters, Roy’s Baker Custom Leather, Straight
away Hearing Protectors, Snake Charmer — Plus Others —
Dealers check for best price.

Call 207-695-2801

NOW TWO GREAT T-SHIRTS TO WEAR

D.L. Fleury’s Sporting Goods, Inc.
Route 202, Box 331, Winthrop, Maine 04364
Send copy of F.F.L. Signed
Tel. 207-377-8277

DUNHAM
! We’ll Drill any type of
• ROTARY DRILLING
• STATEWIDE SERVICE
• GRAVEL,PACKED
|
SCREEN WELLS

/

inc.

I

WELL
Yes, you now have a choice of two designs to show the world you are a
MAINE SPORTSMAN
High quality T-Shirts for all the family. You pick the size & colors you
want

PUMPS SALES & SERVICE '
Colors

• FHA & BANK
FINANCING
WE ALSO SERVICE

J'

FAULTY WELLS

.

564-2398 WEEKENDS

Color

Size

Youth

Adult

Quantity

White. Yellow, Orange,
Gold, Mint. L. Blue. Red,
Grey Note: Orange not
avail, in Youth sizes 2-4.

sizes 2 - 4.

If no answer 285-7758

MORRISON AVENUE
E. CORINTH
DOVER-FOXCROFT

Trout

l-

285-3306
MERL G. DUNHAM, INC.

Deer

/

HZBlS

Sizes — Youth 2-4, 6-8,
10-12, 14-16. Adult 34-36,
38-40, 42-44, 46-48.

Please send me________ Maine Sportsman T-Shirts at $5 each.
(Maine residents add 25£ sales tax for each shirt.) Allow 2 weeks for
delivery.
NAME

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ ZIP_____________

Mail to Maine Sportsman, Box 365 Augusta, Maine 04330
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Carrie Stevens TU Chapter Active
The March meeting of the
Carrie Stevens Chapter of Trout
Unlimited was held at Quimby
Pond Camps in Rangeley with
Tom Eastler, geologist from the
University of Maine at Far
mington, as guest speaker on the
dangers facing us from acid rain.
This threat to the waters of
Maine is not the result of any
manufacturing in Maine, rather
large industrial centers to the
west and south of us. The
majority of pollutants affecting
our waters come from low fossil
fuel residues spewed into the air
in Ohio. This doesn’t mean Maine
is pure. Far from it! Junk getting
into the air from our pulp mills
and other manufacturers is
polluting the waters of Nova

Scotia.

It is possible that we will live
long enough to see the demise of
our cold water fisheries. There
are temporary and superficial
steps that can be taken to
postpone the inevitable, such as
treating the lakes with large
doses of lime and other alkaline
substances to offset the acid
build-up in the waters, but such
measures are strictly cosmetic
and of short range duration. I
read recently that the technical
knowledge is available to us to
overcome the acid rain problem
but that the cost is beyond
consideration at this point. Cost
be damned, I don’t see as we
have any alternative but to do

LOCATED ON RANGELEY LAKE

FLVsytK
■mENEEPIHG

CAM PS

Landlocked Salmon, Native
Brook Trout
Flyfish Back-In Ponds
Canoe Trips - Family Vacations
Reg. Maine Guide
WELL-EQUIPPED
HOUSEKEEPING
COTTAGES WITH
FIREPLACES

Bob & Cecile Paradis, Oquossoc, Me. 04964 Tel. 864-5575

Quimby Pond Camps
RANGELEY, ME.
207-864-3675
ON ONE OF MAINE’S FINEST TROUT WATERS
AMERICAN PLAN OR HOUSEKEEPING
REG. GUIDE SERVICE - FISHING - BEAR, DEER,
BIRDS
FISH THE BACK-IN PONDS FOR TROUT & SALMON

NOW BOOKING FOR SPRING BEAR HUNTS
Ray & Ev Soriano
Have Coot Will Travel

everything possible to save our
water, and very likely, our own
survival. Already there are over
170 lakes in the Adirondacks
completely void of fish life, and
there are lakes in Maine, at the
higher altitudes, already
showing an extremely dangerous
level of acid.
At the monthly meeting of the
Rangeley Region Guides and
Sportsmen’s Association Rep.
Paul Jacque and Ed Dexter were
the speakers. Rep. Jacques
spoke at length on the financial
status of the Fish & Wildlife
Department and what moves
were presently being considered
to alleviate the expected short
fall. It was my pleasure to in
troduce Ron Masure from
Greenville who told the group of
plans to revamp the Maine
Professional Guides Association.
Sub-chapters of MPGA are
planned throughout the state
with two delegates from each
chapter to sit on the board of
directors of the parent group.
The idea is being well received
and there will be 11 or so
chapters representing all facets
of guiding. The organization is
striving for five to six hundred
members of the total of 1,232
licensed guides in the state. Any
guide interested in learning more
can get in touch with this writer,
Ron Masure at Leisure Life
Lodge in Greenville, or the
present executive secretary,
Maynard Conners of Franklin.
All registered guides are invited

Rangeley
Franklin Co
Phil Foster Box 672
Farmington 04938
to attend any monthly meeting.
You do not have to be a member
to register your complaints or
thoughts. We need your input. If
MPGA is to become a viable
group we MUST have the
numbers. Dues are now $10.
The Carrie Stevens Chapter of
Trout, Unlimited held its first
annual banquet back on March
29th at the Chuck Wagon
Restaurant in Livermore Falls.
Some 30 members and guests
enjoyed a nice buffet dinner.
Guest speaker for the evening
was Dick Jones, executive
director of SAM.
Jones spoke at length of the
alleged financial problems
besetting the Fish & Wildlife
Department. Jones’ contention is
that Commissioner Manuel is
guilty of incompetence in han
dling the department. Jones’
figures relating to the reported
$2.5 million shortfall are ob
viously correct and his
statements that the department
will have a surplus come June

BLACK BEAR CAMPS
On tb Junt of ^[ogitaff JJob

Heated Log Housekeeping Cabins
AUTOMATIC HEAT & HOT WATER
$14 p.p. Two or More — 7th night free
FISHING, BOATING, AND SWIMMING
FROM OUR PRIVATE BEACH
Trophy Deer and Bear — Bow and Rifle hunters Welcome.
Reservations Are Being Accepted Now.

CHARLES DAILEY
STRATTON, MAINE 04982
Tel. 207-246-4641 or MA. Tel. 617-927-1000

Orvis

QUALITY SINCE 1856!

You can now
have the
famous

JACKET
WITH

SUBSCRIBE

Says the wise, old Bobcat.

Prices are going up soon. Save money
and don’t miss a single issue of the Maine
Sportsman.

Space Shield II Repellent
This jacket was developed through six years of research
and testing by the Armed Services from Northern Canada to
the Florida Everglades. Protection from biting insects. A
light - weight, perfectly comfortable jacket and hood of a
patent wide mesh cotton / polyester material. This wick net retains a special new repellent for several weeks or
months, then you recharge it in its plastic storage bag.
Comes complete in a storage - recharge bag plus two 2 oz.
bottles of the special repellent, (a year’s supply of
protection against biting insects). With simple clear
instructions for recharging.
You have never experienced such freedom from insect
pests. Sizes S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44), XL (46-48).

JF2505 — Bug Jacket------ $29.95
JF2507VV — Repellent 2 oz. refill------ $2.75

□ one year $7

□ two years $12

NAME ________________________

ADDRESS ____________
-------------------------------------------------------------- ZIP____________
Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Me. 04096

Only

$2995
MAIL AND PHONE
ORDERS FILLED

Custom Graphite Rods • Outdoor Gear • Gifts
and Sporting Prints e Fishing Equipment e Sportswear
e Fly-Fishing / Fly-Tying Schools

RETAILAND
MAILORDERS

213 West Plain Street
Wayland, Mass. 01778

Hours 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Tel.: 1 -617-653-9144

SHOP OF BOSTON, INC.

Closed Sun. & Mon.

are based on the department’s
own figures.
It has been said that the
Department has had its own
financial way for so many years
without having to answer to
anyone for misdeeds and poor
judgment that now the “heat is
on” they don’t know how to
handle the situation. I agree.
Good news to hear that the
woodcock stamp bill was killed,
as well it should be. It was
discriminatory to say the least.
Jay, Maine will be the site of a
sportsman’s show on May 2, 3,
and 4. The local TU Chapter will
man a booth there in an effort to
increase its membership. Raffle
tickets will be on hand for prizes
that include a 17’ L.L. Bean
canoe, Orvis Graphite rod, a $100
Orvis gift certificate, Eddie
Bauer down jacket and other
prizes too numerous to list.
Proceeds from the sale of tickets
will go to TU in their efforts to
preserve our cold water fishes.
Friends of my dad, Herb
Foster, will be pleased to learn
that he has been discharged from
the hospital and is presently
recuperating nicely with my
brother in Orrington. Herb is
now 82 and looking forward to
another summer in quest of those
elusive Quimby Pond trout.
In relating the activities of the
local chapter of T.U. I neglected
to mention that election of of
ficers. James Cieslak, pres.,
Gerard Nadeau, vice-president,
Dr. John Prince, treasurer, and
Armand Metivier, secretary.
While on the subject of Trout
Unlimited. I should mention that
Commissioner Manuel has seen
fit to deny the petition to restrict
the lower end of the South
Branch of the Dead River to fly
fishing only with a reduced bag
and increased size limit. It’s a
mystery to me and to others
concerned with the preservation
of our cold water fisheries how a
man in Commissioner Manuel’s
position, sworn to protect and
enhance our wildlife and
fisheries, can rationalize such an
obviously destructive move.
Commissioner Manuel’s
disregard for conservation
measures on this once productive
water gives further credence to
the statement that he is not
doing the job we are paying him
to do. I should add that the
petition had the backing of all of
Maine’s T.U. chapters as well as
the 100°/o backing of the
Rangeley Region Guide’s and
Sportsmen’s Association. There
were five local residents
(Stratton) at the hearing who
voiced resentment to the
proposal. Here again it is
damned evident that a vocal
minority can sway the judgment
of a state official by employing
political pressure. Another good
reason to give serious thought to
having the job of commissioner
an elected position. If Com
missioner Manuel had to answer
to a 16 man board of real sport
smen, (not politicians) made up
from the 16 counties of the state
you can bet your sweet bippy
that things would be different.
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My Favorite Place to Fish
It's called the Bottom Pool. At
least that’s what I call it. The
name doesn’t have anything to do
with human physique. The pool
is not shaped like the round
curves of the gluteus maximus.
Instead it comes from being the
last pool down river we normally
fish, although on occasion I ease
further down when I'm feeling
adventurous or there is plenty of
time for the fishing.
It’s way down river and you
can only get there by wading
through some tough spots, or by
walking through a swamp, which
is why I like it. You aren’t likely
to meet any other person down
there, although you might
surprise a beaver, or a wood
duck, and rarely a red fox.
It’s also my favorite place to
fish. One reason is that it is a
left-handed pool. Perhaps you
haven’t noticed, but some pools
are left-handed and some pools
are right-handed. As the river
comes down stream here it runs
under a toppled black willow and
flows hard against a clay bank on
the right side which sweeps it to
the left over a hard gravel tail
water. I can stand on the left side
of the pool at the bottom and cast
40 feet of line to the head of the
pool without hanging up in the
bushes. If a right hander were to
try that he would send his line
into the tight-packed alders
which grow all along the left side
of the pool. The best part is that
after I’ve made this long cast, at
least long for this little river. I

can watch my fly float, drag-free
for 10 to 15 feet through the
prime feeding lanes of the fish
which reside in the pool. The
currents of the pool are such that
the usual problems of cross
currents and varying speeds in
different parts of the run have a
negligible effect on a cast. When
I cast a fly here I feel very
skillful. It is easy to forget my
fine performance is just an ac
cident of geography.
First time I saw the pool I was
with Old Bill. He’d gotten to the
pool first and was fishing it. He’s
right-handed and therefore had
to stand in the wrong place to
cast. He was forced to stoop low,
cast sidearm and strip line like
hell should there come a strike,
which there didn’t.
But Old Bill has experience
and knows a fishy looking piece
of water when he’s standing belly
deep in it. He had settled in to
see if he couldn’t take a fish,
although none were rising.
I decided to settle in and watch
Bill. It was one of those robust
days in May and I found a grassy
clearing on the clay bank
overlooking the pool. As I sat
down I could hear the riffle at the
head of the pool gurgling and the
call of red wing blackbirds
looking for bugs along the
stream. I watched Bill for a
while and the sun made me feel
so good and drowsy I shut my
eyes and lay back on the grass.
In a short time I was sound
asleep.

COLE FARMS
Breakfast Specials — Home Style Cooking

Variety of Plate Lunches at Reasonable Prices
Our Own Pastries and Ice Cream

Open 5 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. Daily
Coffee 15c

This was a prime opportunity
for Old Bill to play a prank.
There I lay in the grass, stret
ched out dead to the world. At
the least he could have scooped
up a hat full of cold river water,
snuck up and dumped it on my
face to rouse me from slumber.
Instead, all he did was nudge me
in the rib with the toe of his
waders and say. “C’mon. Yer
snorin’s scared away all the fish
an’ it’s gettin’ late. Let’s go back
up.
That was an auspicious start to
my affair with the Bottom Pool.
It set my mind that this was a
very fair place to be.
Since then I’ve been back to
the Bottom many times, usually
alone since it really does take
some determination to get there.
Usually I fish my way slowly
down river to get to it, sampling
other pools on the way.
Sometimes there is a great urge
to skip the preliminaries and get
right to the pool, but that would
be like rushing love and mostly I
don’t.
Sometimes I get to the pool full
of anticipation and there are no
fish. It doesn’t matter much. As
you grow fishing you know
fishless times have their own
rewards. This is my favorite
place to fish and yet I’ll bet that
there have been more visits that
were fishless than those which
were rewarded.
Perhaps I wouldn’t go through
all the work it takes to reach the
Bottom Pool if there were never
fish there. That’s idle speculation
because at times it is filled with
free risers and they are the
biggest of the entire river.
Of course, this is a little river,
so even the big ones aren’t
trophies. A pound and a half
salmon rising to your fly is very
good. The biggest I’ve caught
was about three pounds. That
was years ago but it remains a
series of rich images in my mind,
complete with colors, sounds and
smells...the quiet rise to a size 10

Pine Tree Rambler

By Harry Vanderweide, Editor
cream Wulff; five or six tooquick-to-count, silver-flashing
jumps; throbbing strength
transmitted up the line, down
the rod and into my hand and
arm as he fled to the 10 foot deep
water of the pool, the startling
cold and hardness when I held
him in my hands.
Nothing new about that. Big
fish stories are as common as
fishermen. But the story makes a
point. We have loyalties to

certain places. I want the images
of that day and that fish to stay
strong. When I return to the
Bottom Pool it all comes flooding
back with no need to fine-tune
memory.
Then too. when I stand again
beside the alders on the left side
of the tail of the Bottom Pool and
cast my long line to the feeding
lanes above I always know this is
the time I’ll take an even bigger
fish from the river.

Bedell’s Tackle Shop
6 St. Mark’s St. - Next to Dorr’s Marina
Skowhegan, Maine 04976
Tel. 474-8939

Plenty of Fishing Tackle
at Reasonable Prices
Fly-tying material
We buy and sell
old bear and fox traps.
Will Accept Americard and VISA

Only one mile north of Exit 11
of the Maine Turnpike and

PORTLAND-LEWISTON ROAD AT GRAY
‘ One stop and it will become a habit”

Need a Father’s Day Gift
for a Deer Hunter?
Here’s a gift that will make his
days until next hunting season
pass quicker — THE MAINE
SPORTSMAN BOOK OF DEER
HUNTING.
There is no better way for the
young hunter to learn the tech
niques and traditions of deer hunt
ing in Maine. There are many illus
trations and clear, easy-to-read
text in the MAINE SPORTSMAN
BOOK OF DEER HUNTING.

central wharf
5 adjacent
PORTLAND
to HARRIS CO.
L“'™s f about
mon-sat
AVAILABLE

FOR

CHARTER

Sundays & evenings
for information call
-7-7/ OO
/ 74 kJIZZ

or write
.
128brentwood srport land-me-04103

Send your order today to have the book for Gift Giving. The book contains 22
chapters of solid information about deer hunting. From pre-season preparation to cooking
venison, it is all here, written by experienced deer hunters and guides from Maine who fill their
deer tags year after year. Advice on guns, clothing and equipment, how to use a deer stand, still
hunting and snow tracking, how and where to hunt the vast northern zone, how to locate the
trophy of a lifetime and more.
Please send me ____ copies of THE MAINE SPORTSMAN BOOK of DEER
HUNTING at $4.50 each (Maine residents include .25 sales tax and handling)

NAME_____
ADDRESS _

Mail to:
Maine Sportsman
Box 507
Zl£
Yarmouth, Me 04096
Make checks or money orders payable to MAINE SPORTSMAN
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Mainers Oppose Weekend Boating Ban
The comments started coming
in cryptic postcard messages and
longer letters as soon as word
reached Maine that President
Carter was proposing to shut off
weekend boating.
“Discriminatory, unfair, and
probably illegal." was the
message from a Portland boat
owner. “Will close down many of
our marinas putting many out of
work." responded a Westbrook
boater. A Marine surveyor from
Gardiner reacted with a very
personal thought: “this will
seriously effect my ability to
earn a living." And a York sailing
enthusiast expressed his
displeasure after noting he had
“just purchased my first
auxiliary sailboat after 38 years
of hard labor.”
Even though Section 213 (A)
(2) of the Energy Conservation
Act of 1979 prohibits imposition

of an unreasonably dispropor
tionate share of energy
restriction burdens on any
specific class of industry,
business, commercial enterprise
or individual segment within
these groups, the Department of
Energy (DOE) nevertheless
proposed, as part of its
emergency energy conservation
plan published in the Federal
Register on Feb. 7. 1980. to halt
all recreational boating on
Saturday and Sunday if the
President declares an energy
emergency.
I think that trying to solve the
energy crisis by banning
weekend boating is like trying to
halt a tidal wave with a one foot
high bank of sand. You are going
to get wiped out anyway!
Hopefully it will be the
Department of Energy which
will get wiped out on this fiasco.

fishcamps
lake
/
•
•
•
•
•
•

, DR|ve

and not America’s boatowners
and businesses. By proposing to
solve the energy crisis by
banning weekend boating the
Carter Administration has once
again shown its complete and
utter lack of ability to un
derstand and solve our critical
energy problems.
The recreational boating in
dustry uses only ’/? of a percent
of all petroleum and one percent
of all motor fuels used in the
United States. But the economic
impact of boat use on states such
as Maine is tremendous.
Shutting down this industry
would clearly cause severe
economic hardship, and loss of
livelihoods, for many Maine
people and families.
On March 5. 1980. I cospon
sored a resolution in the U.S.
House of Representatives which
stated. “That it is the sense of
the Congress that the Secretary
of Energy should not promulgate
or make effective any Federal
emergency energy conservation

county

425 Cannon H.O.B.
Washington, D.C. 20515
plan which would harm
recreational boating in com
parison to other recreational
users of energy.”
Our resolution was referred to
the Energy and Power Sub
committee of the Interstate
Foreign Commerce Committee,
and we expect to hold hearings
on it should DOE appear un
willing to change its position on
this issue. Meanwhile, hearings
across the country on the
President’s standby rationing
plan were completed on March
20. 1980. and comments collected
from those hearings are now
being considered by DOE. before
they issue a final energy
rationing plan. Hopefully.

ED MICHAUD
Registered Guide

IN or FLY IN •

FISHING:
Salmon, togue, brook trout, brown trout, bass
Wildlife Photography
Ice Fishing
HUNTING:
Deer, grouse, rabbit, moose (19

23 Miles Back In The Woods
Salmon • Trout • Togue
Private Log Cabins
Modern Conveniences
Family Style Meals • American Plan
Boats • Motors • Non-Resident Licenses

• (207)435-6168 •
Rod and Marie James

WASHINGTON REPORT
Congressman
David F. Emery

Box 104 Portage, Me. 04768

C/O Box 561, China Rd.,
Winslow, Maine 04902
Phone (207) 873-4176

1980 SUBARU DL AND GL BRAT
Versatility in Four-Wheel-Drive
GL4WDBRAT

After you save
money on the Brat's low list price and
great gas mileage, you’ll be spoiled by
its special features.
The Brat has adjustable front wheel
suspension and larger tires for better

stability. And when the road gets rough,
it can shift from full time front wheel
drive to four wheel drive in one easy step.
This is one four wheel drive that is
as beautiful as it is practical. In addition
to DL features, the GL Brat includes

AM/FM radio, tachometer, wheel arch
molding and a clock. And when it comes
to going anywhere under the sun, the
Brat has a wide open back with outdcxir
bucket seats.
The 1980 Subaru Brat. Fun on wheels.

DL4WDBRAT

at the flick of a lever.
It’s equipped with power assist front
disc brakes, 4 speed manual transmission,
1600 cc engine and mud/snow radial
tires. Not to mention AM radio, cigarette

lighter, tinted glass and carpeting.
So wherever you go, you go in style.
Of course, the Brat is one of the most
economical 4 wheel drives going. From
its low price to its great gas mileage, the
Brat is designed to save you money.
n the shownxim. And down the road.

The Subaru Brat is
the most unique 4 \yheel drive on the
road today. It’s the perfect combination
of a tough 4 x 4 and a fun passenger car.
Along with its adjustable front sus
pension, the Brat also shifts from full
time front wheel drive to 4 wheel drive

CLYDE BILLING INC.
285 Riverside Drive, Augusta

Tel. 622-6336

convinced by the filing of
resolutions such as ours in op
position to a boating ban, and by
the great support our opposition
has received in and out of
Congress, the DOE will drop its
boat banning plan.
But if they don’t, the entire
rationing plan must still be
approved by Congress, and you
can be assured that I will fight
strongly to cut out the boat
banning part of the plan when it
comes before the House for
approval. After all. everyone of
us recognizes the need to act
decisively to solve our energy
problem, and many of us have
offered strong and necessary
legislation in this regard. But we
must solve this problem with a
broad and fair plan, which treats
all segments of business and
industry equally, and which does
not discriminate against a
particular segment of the
American public. Cutting out
weekend boating at this time
would do much more harm than
good.
A gentleman from Wiscasset
summed it up as well as it can be
said: “The country needs no
more stand by plans, it needs a
master plan, and a President
with a backbone.”

Moose Season
Regulations
There will be no other hunting
allowed in northern Maine
during the 6-day moose season
this September, according to
Fish and Wildlife Commissioner
Glenn H. Manuel.
Manuel said that measure is
one of several regulations he will
promulgate to cover matters not
addressed by the law
establishing the limited open
season on moose. All were
discussed at public hearings and
were recently approved by the
Fish and Wildlife Department’s
Advisory Council.
Other regulations will require
that all moose hunters wear an
article of hunter orange clothing,
will define legal hunting hours,
and will describe proper
registration and transportation
procedures. Also, those portions
of Baxter State Park which are
normally open to hunting will be
closed to moose hunting.
Manuel said the ban on other
hunting during the moose season
week is intended as an aid to
enforcement and to “help assure
that Maine’s first moose season
in 45 years is as free of potential
criticism as we can possibly make
it.” The main effect of the ban
will be on bear hunters, for six
days only, and only north of the
Canadian Pacific Railroad tracks.
Manuel also noted that
through the first week in April
the Department had received
about eight thousand ap
plications from moose hunting
permit seekers. Seven hundred
permits will be issued following a
public drawing in July. “Ex
cellent odds to be drawn.”
Manuel observed.
Application blanks and in
formation on the moose season
are available from resident
license agents. The limit is one $5
application per person, and the
applicant must possess a valid
Maine resident license to hunt.
The application deadline is
June 10.
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Confessions of an Occasional Poacher
Jack O’Connor once remarked
that only the first five articles he
ever wrote, were original. Then
he repeated himself for over
thirty years! Well. I suspect that
Jack was merely being facetious,
but he certainly has a point!
After writing 75 to 100 articles
on a specialized subject, it
becomes increasingly difficult to
remain refreshingly original.
Whether or not I have been
successful this month. I will
leave to my reader’s judgment.
This article concerns, among
other things, my poaching ac
tivities over the past fifty years!
My first violation happened
when I was at the tender age of
twelve! A couple of men (with my
father’s permission) used to park
their car in our field, while they
hunted the nearby woods for
rabbits.
They owned two beagles, and I
guess they must have been
pretty good dogs because these
fellows would almost always
return with a half-dozen rabbits.
One day. one of the men.
noting my interest, said. "Gee.
sonny, too bad you haven’t got a
gun. You could go with us!”
In less time than it takes to
read this sentence. I appeared
with my 20 gauge H & R shotgun
and a handful of shells!
Now. when you invite a lad to
go hunting, you’d damn well
better be prepared to deliver the
goods, and this the two men did.
though somewhat reluctantly I
thought.
While we were walking along
beside a small woodland stream,
a little duck took off from a pool
and coursed up through the
woods to alight in another pool
several hundred feet above.
"Go shoot that duck”, said one
of my companions. I proceeded to
do JUST that, and came back,
proud as a peacock, bearing my
prize.
"Hey. boy." said the other
fellow. “Get rid of that duck just
as soon as you can. Throw it in
the woods. In the stream.
Anywhere, but GET RID OF
IT!”
"But why?" I stammered. "You
TOLD me to shoot it!"
“Yeah. I know.” he answered,
"but I didn't think you could hit
it!"
“That’s a wood duck boy. and
there’s a helluva fine for shooting
one!"
How I hated to discard that
beautiful little bird! What a
waste of life! Discard it I did. for
how can a 12-year-old cope with
two adults?
My second illegal game bird
was killed several years ago in
New Hampshire.
While cruising along a lumber
road in my pickup truck. I saw a
partridge scoot across the road a
couple of hundred feet ahead.
I stopped the truck, loaded my
little 20 double and my Brittany
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to miss a single issue
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GUN
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By Monty Washburn

This is a spruce grouse. Don't shoot one. It’s illegal.

and I stalked up the road toward
the place where I had seen the
bird.
Suddenly the Brittany pointed!
Giving her a reassuring pat
and steadying her. I took a few
steps forward.
A grouse burst out of the firs
and the little shotgun spoke!
A trail of feathers led into the
alder run below and the Brittany
bolted at the command “FET
CH.”
It was a good shot. A fine shot,
but unfortunately my dog came
back to offer me a female spruce
grouse!
The memory of that wood duck
crossed my mind and there were
no elders to advise me.
“To hell with it." I thought.
"I’ll be damned if I’m going to
waste this bird!” Fortunately. I
didn't meet a warden. If I had.
I'd have been HAD. for the little
Brittany kept jumping to the
floor of the truck to look under
the seat where I had clumsily
hidden the grouse! Perhaps I
should write a book entitled.
"The Short. Unhappy Career of a
Poacher.” but. really. I don’t
think it would sell very well. I

couldn’t get beyond the first
chapter.
Now that I have dipped into
the bottom of the barrel for this
article. I may as well go ALL the
way and tell you a humorous but
true story, involving a deer
hunting trip by one of my
friends.
With the possible exception of
the woman (whom I never knew)
the participants in this episode
have all gone "where the
woodbine twineth.” Although I
have waited these many years to
relate this story. I will STILL
not identify the people involved.
The names are ficticious, but the
happenings are NOT!
A friend of mine, whom we will
call “Al" went back to his old
stomping grounds in northern
Maine one fall for a week of deer
hunting. Remembering a pretty
little log cabin in the vicinity, he
decided to see if it was still there.
Timing his afternoon hunt with
the precision of a moon shot, he
stood at the edge of a little field
just as the sun was dipping below
the western hills. There was the
cabin, in its bucolic setting at the
upper edge of the clearing! A

REEDS WILSON
POND CAMPS

more pastoral scene could not be
imagined.
As “Al” stood there, drinking
in the beauty of the place, the
spell was shattered. The door of
the cabin burst open and a naked
woman emerged at flank speed,
followed, a split-second later by a
man garbed in the same attire!
The lady made one circuit of
the field. BARELY evading her
pursuer, and headed back for the
cabin, her boy friend HOT on her
heels!
The door of the cabin banged
shut behind the two sprinters,
and wilderness tranquility once
more reigned supreme.
The story COULD end here,
but it doesn’t!
When the woman’s pursuer
went by my friend "Al" he was
recognized! He was a fellow
worker, back home.
Biding his time. "Al” let the
matter rest for several months.

and then, one day at lunch time.
"Al" said. "Hey. Bill. I been
intending to ask you. did you
ever catch that woman you were
chasing around the field last Fall
up at La Grange?"
I wasn't there to witness it.
but I understand Bill’s amazed
expression was wonderful to
behold!
Landlocked salmon were
originally distributed in only four
river basins in Maine — the
Presumpscot (including Sebago
Lake), the Penobscot, the Union,
and St. Croix. They have been
introduced in 22 states including
such far flung areas as South
Carolina and California, but
today exist only in New Hamp
shire, New York, and Vermont,
and Maine. South America has
some good landlocked salmon
fishing also.
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Special Memories — Special Places
“For all things there is a
season.” These words from an
unknown author of the third
century remind us that the
month of May has its own special
place in the annual development
of the master plan of the world of
nature.
The mysterious phenomenon
of migration is at its height in
May. Whatever the stimulus
may be. it is with almost
timetable accuracy that the
migratory movements of some
birds can be noted. One might
think that with the mild winter
just past arrival dates might be
earlier. ‘Taint so.'
Early this month the forest
floor is carpeted a lush green —
the foliage of gold thread,
clintonia. wild lily of the valley.
The plants will bloom in the
filtered sunlight before the trees
leave out. As the month ad
vances. the tight tree buds begin
to open — all shapes anjl sizes —
beech and maple, oak and birch.
Almost simultaneously, as the
leave unfold, those insect-eating
birds that obtain their food from
vegetation arrive. The warblers
and vireos can be seen in the
woods and yards, going about
their appointed task of
protecting the fresh new leaves
from the attack of ’ •~?cts.
Coincidence? No. but rather the
intricate plan of the inter
relationship and inter
dependence of the various
sectors of the natural world.
I was very fortunate as a
youngster, to live on the edge of
a woodland. It was a varied
woodland — boggy areas, hard
woods, soft woods, and in its
midst a clearing where an old

The
Bird
Nest
By Margery Hall Johnson.

Yellowthroat
Geothlypis trichas
farm had once stood. My mother
loved nature and we walked the
trails and explored the woods
together. I knew where to find
the furry buds of the hepatica
when the snow had hardly
disappeared — or the great
patch of brown mottled leaves of
the dog-toothed violet, from
between which a single nodding
golden bell-shaped flower rises.

(These leaves all disappear in the
summer, so one must remember
well their location.! Pink lady
slippers stood erect beneath
some white pines, the two oval
leaves hairy to the touch. A
scarlet tanager could be found
every year in about the same
place. It was a lucky time we saw
him first, we were resting after
lunch, stretched out on the

Quality
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South China

ground, hands under our heads,
looking up through the foliage. A
flash of red went by. then landed
on a branch way above us. the
black wings in sharp contrast. I
called it the "tanager tree” and
for many years went in May to
seek him out. I knew that May
was off to a good start when my
Dad would say "I heard the rose
breasted grosbeak sing today”.
Then I would spend hours in the
backyard looking for the
gorgeous male, who was wearing
a Harvard crimson tie with a
white shirt.
Those woods have long since
gone, but not the memories.
Now. here in Maine. I’m adding
more "secret places" to my
memory book, with my husband
as my mentor.
There’s a swale back of our
house, between the lawn and the
wooded border beyond. During
spring migration, many warblers
are attracted to it. My first
sighting of a black-throated
green warbler was one early
morning in May. I’d been on my
knees, working in the garden and
sat back on my heels to rest. I
became conscious of activity in
the trees along the swale. Soon
the bird came in to view, a black,
black throat, olive green back
and the brightest golden-yellow
cheek — magnificant. and the
identification unmistakable. In
an instant he was gone. Only
once since then have I seen the
species in our yard, but on a trip
to Monhegan Island we observed
several. Maybe one was my
transient visitor, nesting there!
The alder patch at the end of
the property is always home to
the yellow throat. When the
"witchity, witchity. witchity”
song sounds loud and clear, you
know he is in residence. The
black mask of the male is so
distinctive above the yellow
throat. I’ve never probed the
thicket to discover the nest, but I
know there must be several, for
it has been five years now we’ve
recorded the yellow throat’s
presence.
Each May we do a weekly
census of arrivals by walking
around Mackworth Island right
here in Falmouth. Probably the
most exciting census figure
entered on our records is that of
an American bittern. In the
center of the island, a meadow
tapers off to a swampy area. We
were coming off the wooded trail
into the open field. What ap
peared to be a crooked, tapered
stake was obvious at the end of

the grass. Suddenly it moved!
We realized it was a bittern (or
at least my husband did!) The
bird can draw its feathers close
to its narrow body, point its bill
upward, and because of its
brown color, look like a tree
stump or an old fence post. Of
course the bird was startled and
took off as we continued to walk
closer. Soon we heard the
“pump-a-lunk” sound which
earns the bittern the name of
stake-driver or thumder-pump.
This was a one time observation,
but hope springs eternal and. as
we take our census this May. we
will carefully skirt the edge of
the meadow near the swamp to
look for the bittern.
I could tell you where I find the
wild columbine
not now too
common — one tiny plant,
growing in a precipitous spot, its
roots clinging tenaciously to the
rock beneath the thin layer of
soil. I hope none else finds the
location.
Or where the round-leaved
sundew grows. It was on a walk
with the publisher of this paper.
Irv Richardson, that I first saw
this carnivorous plant. When the
sunshines on its leaves, they look
as if they were covered with
sparkling dewdrops. Beauty is
deceiving, however, for these
dewdrops exude a sticky sub
stance by which insects visiting
the plant are captured. Then the
red bristles on the leaves close
tight around the victim. It is
believed the plant then sucks the
juices from their bodies.
I know a spot on a sunny bank
that comes alive each May with
Gay-wings — rose purple
flowers, delicately fringed at the
top — described by Mrs. Dana in
her wild flower book as looking
like tiny butterflies.
These special memories and
special places are all related to
just the month of May. It has
been fun to recall them all again.
I hope your "May" experiences
will bring as much joy to you as
mine have to me.
Margery Hall Johnson
15 Colonial Village
Falmouth, Maine 04105

In 1978, as many trophy bucks
were shot in Maine with a 308 as
a 30-30; yet, sporting store
statistics tell us they are many
more 30-30’s, in the November
woods. Are hunters with 308’s
better than ones carrying 30-30s?

Maine 04989

MARK'S BAIT CO.
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Canadian Crawlers & Worms — Bulk or Cups
shipped to your door ice packed. Fast, over
night service. We pay freight. Prepayment saves
c.o.d. charges. Call or write for prices
7 Brook St., Nashua, N.H. 603-882-4934
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Seacoast Bassmaster Chapter Forms
We have a new bass fishing
club in this end of the state. Now
the significant point of this is
that the state of Maine will now
have five registered clubs which
means we will have a bass
federation. For those of you who
do not realize what this can do
for the bass fisherman of the
state, let me explain. There are
many national bass tournaments
in which thousands of dollars are
given away in prizes. Last year
many Maine fishermen had to
join New Hampshire clubs in
order to be invited or to par
ticipate in these tournaments as
Maine did not have a federation.
The door is now open for Maine
representation in the nationals
and hopefully to bring home
some prizes.
The new club is called the
Seacoast Bassmasters of
Southern Maine and they have
elected the following officers:
President — Don Cresswell. Vice
President — Jay Mallory.
Secretary/Treasurer — Dave
Phillips and Tournament
Chairman — Bill Mason.
They plan on holding five
tournaments in this their
inaugural year with the first
being on May 18 at Little Ossipee
Lake in Waterboro. Starting
time will be 8 a.m. and closing
will be at 4 p.m.

**♦

Last month I promised you I
would list the best ponds in this
area. Let’s start with the trout
ponds. Great East Lake and
Wilson Lake in Acton will keep
you busy with salmon and trout.
Mousam Lake in Sanford and
Square Pond in Shapleigh are
easy to get to and always provide
action. Horne Pond in Limington
and Kennebunk Pond in Lyman
are two consistent ponds.
Working our way further south,
we run into Ell Pond, in North
Berwick or Milton and Nesbitt
Ponds in Lebanon. Continuing
south we reach Warren Pond in
South Berwick (which produced
some three pound brookies last
year! and York Pond in Eliot.
There are many more ponds in
this area that hold trout, but
you'll have to discover which
ones by yourself.
Bass fishing in this area would
include Little Ossipee Lake in
Waterboro. Square Pond in

Shapleigh. Mousam Lake in
Sanford. Knights Pond in South
Berwick, along with the Great
Works and Salmon Falls River
where they join in South Ber
wick. Great East in Acton and
Legion and Clubhouse Ponds in
Kittery.
**♦
Very little is ever written
about hornpout, bullheads,
catfish, or whatever name you
want to call them. These are by
far the sweetest-tasting fish you
will ever eat. They are easy to
catch and can provide the kids
with an exciting evening while
the parents hold a lakeside
picnic. There is no limit on these
fish and most areas are wide
open as very few people fish for
them.
The best way to fish for
bullheads is to use a worm on a
spinning rod and cast from the
shore line into shallow water and
let your worm lie on the bottom.
The best time of day for this is to
start at dusk and continue fishing
until you’ve caught all you want.
These fish move into the shallow
waters as day begins to depart
and feed all night very close to
shore. Try it. you'll be glad you
did.
***
Striper fishing does not look
good this year. It seems that
each year gets worse as fewer
fish show up and their size is
considerably smaller. The
federal government is looking
into the situation and in some
states has financed a study to
find out what are the main
problems. This is all in our
benefit but knowing how long the
federal government takes, we
could have an endangered

Maine upland covers are
dense, and partridge and
woodcock are not the easiest
targets anyway. If you are
having problems wing shooting,
try this technique. When the
bird flushes, wait for your eyes
to focus on the bird before you
make a move. Then bring the
shotgun to the shoulder with the
barrel pointing toward the target
and shotgun as parallel to the
ground as possible. Start
swinging behind the bird,
through it, and as you pass,
without stopping the swing,
squeeze.

species on our hands before their
final report is in. Some of the
recommendations to protect this
fish are a salt water license,
shorter seasons for fishing them,
or complete closedown of certain
areas, particularly the spawning
areas. I will try to keep on top of
this and report to you as soon as I
can.
***
Bluefish in this area just
cannot be predicted. A few years
ago they didn’t even come this
far north then they came in huge
numbers, but last year was
disappointing. Very few fish in
the rivers and sporadic
movements. If you wanted to
find them last year you had to be
in a boat offshore two or three
miles out. This year does not
seem to be any better. The one
thing we seem to have going for
us is little snow so the runoff will
be light meaning this could very
welt mean better action.
***
The Southern Maine Fish and

York County Report
Wayne C. Hooper
50 State St.,
Eliot 03903
Game Club will be holding a .22
caliber rifle and handgun
silhouette shoot at their range off
of Route 236 on May 18 for
anyone interested. Starting time
will be 9 a.m.
***
The same club will be holding
their annual kids fishing derby
on June 7th beginning at 9 a.m.
and continuing until noon. This
event is open to all youngsters up
to the age of sixteen and a prize
is awarded to everyone who
participates. Last year 61
youngsters entered the contest,
for the top five major prizes of

rods and reels. This year the
prizes are even nicer and the club
is looking for a larger turnout.

***

The Kittery Trading Post will
be holding their canoe race again
this year on Memorial Day. May
26th. This race will have various
divisions and runs from in front
of the Trading Post in Spinney
Creek to the Kittery Point
Bridge and back. Times have not
been set as yet because it is run
on salt water and the race has to
correspond with the tides. You
may check at the Trading Post
for information.

STATE OF MAINE
DETAILED • ACCURATE - SCALE: 3 MILES - 1 INCH

COUNTY MAPS
Are Indispensable to
Guides-Campers-Canoeists-Tourists-Fishermen-Hunters-Salesmen

Have you ever wasted hours of a great fishing morning looking for an
old tote road that leads into a special trout pond? We have, and we
decided to do something about it.
We discovered maps for each county in the state that show
abandoned roads, new roads, ponds and streams. These maps are
made by Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Inc. of Bangor. We talked to Mr.
George Carlisle, president of the firm and asked him how these maps

came into being.

Prentiss and Carlisle has been in timber management since the Civil
War. Mr. Prentiss began it with his own property. With his retirement,
he passed the business on to his family. In 1924, the Prentiss family got
together with the Carlisles and the firm was incorporated.

As the firm’s operations expanded over the state, it became
necessary to record reports of the different land areas that detailed the
wilds more completely than road maps. As a result, Prentiss and
Carlisle found themselves in the map business as a by-product of
timber management. They take great care to up-date the maps regularly.
By special arrangement with Prentiss and Carlisle, we are able to
offer you a choice of these maps. It pleases us to be able to share this
discovery with you, and think you*lI find these maps as useful as we do.

—The Publishers.

GREAT POND MARINA

Route 27, Belgrade Lakes
SALES-SERVICE-RENTALS
Boats-Motors-Canoes-Sailboats
MERCURY OUTBOARDS
207-495-2213

ANDROSCOGGIN - KENNEBEC - SAGADAHOC - LINCOLN (One Plan)...,

AROOSTOOK Northern Part

......... ........ $2.00

CUMBERLAND-YORK (One Plan)

....

$1.75

HANCOCK.............................................................. $2.00

OXFORD

.............................................................. $1.75

AROOSTOOK Southern Part

$2.00
...................... $1.50

FRANKLIN.................................................................$1.75
KNOX..................................................................

$1.50

PENOBSCOT

$2.00

.................................

PISCATAQUIS....................................................... $2.00

SOMERSET............................................................... $2.00

WALDO

WA5HINGTON

.............................................. .................. $1.50

................................................. $2.00

COMPLETE SET - FLAT FOR MOUNTING

$13.00

MOOSEHEAD LAKE ..........................................$2.00

NOTE: These plans mounted together will give a State Map approx. 6' x 8'6*

MAINE RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX
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Box 183
Machias, Maine 04654
207-255-8544

Washington County — Township 21, Ward Log Home, Sun
Valley Model. Big Lake — 1 mile; Pocomoonshine — 4 miles;
Grand Lake —18 miles; Airport —3 miles. 24x24’ garage with
barn roof, small barn with extra hay storage. Many excellent
features like fully enclosed 12x32’ porch, cathedral ceiling,
knotty pine kitchen. Property on approx. 2 acres in the heart
of Maine's best hunting and fishing. $63,000.00

COASTAL AND INLAND
PROPERTY SALES
Send for a free list of our property
JOSEPH P. ROBBINS, BROKER

Enclosed is $.........plus .50 postage and handling for:
QUAN.

MAP

Send to:
NAME

ADDRESS

ZIP
Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
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Houndmen Concerned About Raccoon
Western
Region

Alter an expression of overall
approval of the work the officers
had done in 1979 members of the
Maine Tree Hound Association
re-elected Ron Allaire president;
Bovin Lebreque vice-president,
and Norman Sanderson
secretary/treasurer for 1980.
Meeting at Harrison on March
30 with what appeared to be at
least half the membership
present, the association quickly
elected officers, discussed old
business and settled down to a
two hour discussion of problems
dog people face in this state.
I was impressed not only by
the turnout but also by what
appeared to be the tone of the
meeting; down-playing dif
ferences between the dog people,
trappers and other sportsmen
and an effort to unite these
outdoor factions into a solid front
against those who like to see
infighting among various
sporting groups.
How many coon are there and
how can both the trapper and the
dog people take enough coon to
make their sport nfeaningful
without making excessive
inroads on the population? There
is a considerable difference of
opinion between the MTHA and
the Department as to what
constitutes a reasonable take of
the coon population. T1'*1 first
year coon were tagged saw a
take of 24,000 which the
Department believes excessive.
The same year saw a 30,000 deer
kill which the Department
thought was about right. If this
is so the Department must feel
there are more deer than coon.
The MTHA doesn’t believe it.
There was the feeling that we
have a larger coon population
statewide than the Department
estimates although it was
acknowledged that there are
problem areas where there may

be execessive hunting pressure.
The other problem, for which
there doesn’t seem to be a ready
answer, is the invasion of both
the trapping and dog groups by
hide hunters. The high price of
coon pelts in recent years has
caused both the dog and trapping
groups to swell in numbers.
Unfortunately these newer
members, or a large portion of
them, take as many coon as
possible for the almighty buck
with neither conscience nor
sporting interests in hand.
Many members feel a daily bag
limit will only hurt the honest
sportsmen. Repeated instances
were cited where the hide hunter
actually bragged he favors such a
law since it would leave more
coon for him. Wardens are
stretched so thin enforcement
would be a problem and the fine
is so small taking a couple of
extra coon the next night would
more than pay it. Many feel a
season limit would be no better
since one would see the wife,
son, grandmother and Uncle
John with a license to tag extra
coon.
Almost to a man the
association feels the only solution
would be a drastic drop in fur
prices. The dedicated dog people
and trappers would certainly
continue their sport, but the hide
hunted or trapper would go with
the blessings of all dedicated
sportsmen.
Another point which found
favor was the suggestion of
separate seasons for the dog
people, trappers and deer
hunters. It would certainly abate
some of the confusion and friction
caused by such a large number of
sportsmen afield at the same
time.
Dick Jones, executive director
of SAM. was asked if it would be
possible to set up a meeting

where the MTHA and the Maine
Trappers Association could meet
to go over their problems and
differences so a solid front could
be presented to the legislature.
Mr. Jones suggested
representatives from MTHA and
the trappers meet at the
Augusta Civic Center at 7:30
June 11. At that time SAM will
act as a sounding board in an
attempt to satisfy both groups.
There has always been
disagreement between these two
groups and now MTHA is taking
the first step to resolve these
differences. Far too often we try
to press our views onto sport
smen who feel differently. As a
result we often widen the breech
between groups instead of
closing it. Ron Allaire said it all
when he stated that the greatest
enemy the sportsman in this
state has is the sportsman.
The MTHA set two UKC
sanctioned events at the annual
meeting. On June 21 the western
Maine Coon Hunters Association
will host a night hunt at Bridgton
with a bench show during the
day and the York County
Association will host a water
race the third weekend of
September.
It was evident at the annual
meeting that the MTHA is going
all out to support the interests of
the coon dog hunter this year.
They are also launching a drive
to increase their membership
and effectiveness. Dog people
not already members can only
help their sport by joining this
statewide organization.
***
According to Ralph Noel, the
Androscoggin Fish and Game
Association is active and doing
well. This club has, Ralph
believes, formed the first Maine
Chapter of the Maine Ruffed
Grouse Society. The club is
working on a hearing to extend
the grouse season through the
third week of November.
The club will also host a muzzle
loading shoot probably the first
weekend of June. The work on

BUY

Lawrence Austin
RFD1, Box 218A
Oxford, Maine 04270
their new silhouette range is
progressing.
The club is also working to
restore the two coon per party
per night limit. Ralph said they
have the blessings of the MTHA
in this project.
♦ * *

The Lake Thompson Fish and
Game Association has kicked off
the season with a two day muzzle
loading rendezvous held March
29th and 30th. In spite of rain
there was a good turnout. Ar
thur Bellwood, Oxford, is the
current chairman of the muz
zleloadingevents.
Eddie Snow, chairman of the
Lake Thompson archery
division, has informed me that
two indoor shoots have been held
recently. As soon as the outdoor
range is completed summer
shoots will begin.
The club is in the process of
setting up a summer-long open
water fishing derby with prizes
for salmon, trout, togue. bass
and pickerel, A summer shoot-athon, Tom Kennison, chairman,
is planned for sometime in
August. Ken Record and his
committee is working on a small
bore silhouette setup on the new
range in East Oxford.
Early open water fishing in
this neck of the woods is an “iffy”
proposition. Many local anglers
will head for Sebago Lake.
Likely producing spots locally
will include Crooked River which
will yield some good squaretails
and maybe a few salmon. With
low water to date this is a good
river to try.
The Little Androscoggin,
between South and West Paris.
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P&J CASH MARKET
Route 17, Washington, Maine
Telephone 845-2525
Fishing Supplies - Groceries - Beverages - Gas & Oil

MOOSEHEAD
TRAIL SPORTS
AND MARINE CENTER
Off 1-95, Newport — Tel. 207-368-5851
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Thursday
7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday & Saturday

Full Service Repair on Johnson
Outboards and Other Small Engines

New & Used Firearms In Stock

• Fishing • Camping • Boating
• Live Bait • Canoes
Custom Flies and Fly Tying Equipment

SPORTING
DOG
SUPPLIES
We are the headquarters for many of the
leading dog men in the State.
We make and stock quail, duck, pheasant,
partridge training scents.
We also make and stock training and break
ing scents for bobcat, raccoon, rabbit, deer,
fox, coyote. We carry leads, collars, training
dummies and dozens of other hard to find
items necessary for sporting dog men.
Store hours 9 to 5
Closed Saturday and Sunday

CRONK’S OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
Wiscasset, Maine 04578 — Tel. 882-7032

should give up nice brown trout.
I have taken browns of fairly
large size in this stretch of river
fairly early. Some nice
squaretails are also taken in the
Welchville area of this river in
the spring. Parts of this river
have come a long way from the
open sewer this river was only a
few years ago.
Lake Penneseewassee gave up
nice browns all winter and should
continue to do so soon after iceout. Often trolling a streamer
near the top works well early on
this lake. The M.T. or other
streamer with some red works
well.
Hobbs Pond will yield some
nice browns also. Some of my
best strings of early browns have
come from Hobbs. Also I have
only had luck trolling soon after
iceout. Sewed bait, hardware or
smelt imitation streamers work
well.
Lake Thompson, shortly after
ice-out. will provide some of the
best salmon fishing to be had
locally. However the salmon
won’t stay on top long. By
Memorial weekend the best
action will be about over.
Many local anglers will head
for Aziscohos Lake as soon as the
ice leaves. Here they may find
some exceptional smelting with
salmon and squaretails on the
side. The “big eddy” when the
water is high is a favored casting
run. The Magalloway River
below the dam also offers some
good trout and salmon fishing.
Richardson Lake is also a
salmon lake which should see
some action. The two largest
landlocks I have ever seen came
from this lake. Large squaretails
are there if one can take them,
however, one has to know the
lake to do well. Upper dam pool
is famous statewide. I wish I
could say I was good enough an
angler to do well there but I’m
not. Middle dam down through
Pond-in-the-River ought to give
some salmon and brookies. This
stretch of water is rather special
to me since I caught my first
salmon there more years ago
than I care to remember.
Umbagog Lake is often noted
for its salmon and squaretails.
This lake is large and often
shallow, the perfect conditions to
turn a body of water from a quiet
millpond to a roaring, wavetossed killer in minutes. It seems
that every year this lake claims a
drowning.
Maine is covered with cattails,
a plant that yields more food per
acre than wheat, oats, or corn.

BOBS
TACKLE
SHOP
Live Bait, Rod & Reel
Repairs (all makes),
Shiners, Wholesale,
Worms & Crawlers,
SMELTS
88 Newbury St.
Auburn-Tel. 782-7371
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Grand Lake Salmon Trolling Secrets
Around Washington County
it’s streamer trolling time and
everyone who likes to deal with a
flashing landlock will sooner or
later end up in the Grand Lake
Stream area looking to engage a
battling salmon.
Landlocked salmon during iceout can be landed on a host of
different lures, however, the
traditional way is using a fly rod
and streamer.
While the idea of fishing with a
streamer fly and flyrod is cer
tainly not unique to Grand Lake
Stream, some of our techniques
and lures are perhaps a little
different than on other lakes in
Maine and New England. For
instance, the size of a streamer
fly seems to be one of the largest
discrepancies between local
methods and those found
elsewhere. I have many times
gone over the equipment of
visiting fishermen to find most of
their streamers were the large
tandem type that may be very
successful elsewhere but do not
produce the same results as
smaller versions used on West
Grand Lake. The reason for
smaller single hooked flies in the
four and six sizes seems to be
rather apparent.
The average size of a smelt in
West Grand Lake, for some
unknown reason, is smaller than
most of their relatives found in
other lakes in Maine. It seems
correct that fish get used to
eating smelt of a certain size and
reject a fly twice the size of what
they are used to chasing.
Another interesting technique
is the use of a tiny bit of bait on
the end of a streamer fly. While
it seems odd a streamer which
represents a minnow would work
better with another minnow
hooked onto its tail, you can’t
argue with results. It is common
to see guides and fishermen in
the Grand Lake Stream area
taking a dozen or two “fly bait”
with them on a day’s outing.
These are very small minnows
perhaps only an inch or so long
which are hooked right on the
back of a number four or six
streamer. The hook is simply put
through the lips of a fish and that
rig presented to the salmon like
an ordinary streamer fly.
It's crazy you say. Well
perhaps you are right, but there
are days when a combination
fished under these circumstances
will out fish a bare fly by as much
as five to one. The greatest
problem that fishermen have is
when they try this combination is
purchasing minnows which are
too large. What happens under
these conditions is that the
salmon will still strike the of
fering with wild abandon but the
strike is short quite often
because of the larger bait fish
and the salmon makes off with
the minnow without ever taking
the fly. This can become quite
exasperating as many fishermen
have found while fishing West
Grand Lake. However there is a
way around it. Don Howe, a
guide in Grand Lake Stream,
showed me some flies that he had
tied up to put the salmon on the
stringer when they repeatedly
hit short. He took a normal
number six streamer fly and
very carefully tied on a small No.
10 size hook to the curved shank
of the hook with a piece of light,
flexible leader material. This
smaller hook was then carefully
placed into the tail of the bait
fish. Because it was so light and
small the extra hook on the back
of the streamer fly did not effect
the bait fish as far as action was
concerned. It did have an effect
on the amount of fish taken as

the salmon were more readily
hooked if they grabbed only the
tail of the bait fish.
Last year about this time I
wrote an article where I in
terviewed a number of guides
here in Grand Lake Stream and
asked them about their favorite
streamer flies. Their most
common ice-out choices were
Gray Ghosts. Rangers, and the
Goldenhead. I was quite sur
prised to find through many
people who wrote to yours truly,
that they did not know what a
Goldenhead Streamer fly was
and were anxious to try it in
other lakes throughout the
State.
The Goldenhead is extremely
easy to tie. It consists of a black
body, with silver tinsel, a little
bit of white throat hackle,
combined with a dark brown
wing. This fly differs from the
ranger when a golden pheasant

feather is tied to one side of the
head. There are no jungle cock
eyes and that is the complete fly
after it is tied off with black
thread. There are variations of
this fly. Some would rather see a
lighter colored brown and I have
seen the body with gold rather
than silver tinsel. I would
recommend that the fly be tied
fairly thin as it is that type of fly
that produces the best results.

Those are a few of the hints
you may find useful when fishing
Grand Lake Stream on West
Grand Lake. If you have any
further questions and would like
to know more about the area
write to yours truly or the Grand
Lake Stream Conservation
Association. Grand Lake
Stream. Maine 04637 and we will
be glad to send you a brochure of
what is available at West Grand
Lake.

Grand Lake
Stream Area
Steve Takach
Grand Lake Stream 04637
“Everything for the Fly Tyer”
Fishing Tackle - Big Jon Downriggers
Ray Jefferson Fish Finders
TOPO MAPS

HERBERT L. NILSON S
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Chet’s Camps on Big Lake
Grand Lake Stream Township
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Also Trout, Perch, Pickerel
HOUSEKEEPING or AMERICAN PLAN
BOATS, MOTORS
GUIDES
NON-RESIDENT LICENSES
Open May 1 st to Nov. 30th
Rates and. Folders on Request

Robert and Judy Miller, Prop.
Tel. [207] 796-5557 or 427-3826 Princeton

Solid
Brass
Trophy
Buckles

Reloading Supplies

The best sportsmen in Maine wear the SAM symbol.
They are proud to show they support the only organi
zation in Maine dedicated to protecting the rights and
interests of hunters, fishermen, trappers, snowmobilers and other sportsmen.
The anti-sportsman threat is growing in Maine.
With your help SAM will be strong enough to protect
our traditional outdoor sports.
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The Cool Moose
Bridgton, Maine 04009

Belt of oil tanned cow shoulder and choice of Moose or Deer
buckle — $15.00. Maine residents include 5% sales tax.
Specify waist size — We pay mailing. Hand made in Maine

° Individual membership $6 per year
□ Family membership $10 per year (include names of all
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ADDRESS_______________________________________________ __

ZIP __________________
TEL. NO. _________________________
send to: SAM, Box 2783, Augusta, Maine 04330

LIVE BAIT
OVER
440 MILES OF FUN
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Shiners - Suckers - Live Smelts
Angleworms and Nightcrawlers
Complete Line of Fly Tying Materials
Bulk Feathers - Tools - Accessories
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DAG’S BAIT SHOP

Corner Minot & Towle, Auburn
Open 4:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. - 7 Days - Tel. 207-783-0388
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24 37
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Route 7, Newport, Maine
6 a.m. to 11 p.m. — 7 Days
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Maine Fish Stocking List
This list is for the counties in northern Maine.
These stockings were made in 1979 and are the
latest available. Stocking patterns change little
from one year to the next.

Aroostook County
OATE
1979

NAY
NAY
NAY
NAY
OCT
OCT
JUN
NAY
NAY
NAY
NAY
NAY
MAY
NAY
NAY
HAY
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
SEP
OCT
SEP

WATERS STOCKED

1

8
8
6
22

9
6
7
25
16
26
25
26
17
25
25
28
27
27
28
29
30
1
1
2
3
6
1
9
3
1
27
1
28

CROSS lake
DEERING LAKE
EAGLE LAKE
LONG LAKE
MADAWASKA LAKE
NOLUNKUS LAKE
PLEASANT POND
PORTAGE LAKE
T0GUE POND
CARRY LAKE
FISH RIVER LAKE
NUSQUACOOK L (SECOND)
HUS0UAC00K w (SECONO)
NICKERSON LAKE
SAINT FROID LAKE
UMSASKIS LAKE
BEN LAKE
BLACK P (LITTLE SO)
BLACK POND
BLACK POND
BLACK POND
BLACK POND
CARRY LAKE
CONROY LAKE
OAIGLE POND
DAIGLE POND
DAIGLE POND
DEEP LAKE
ECHO LAKE
HANSON BROOK LAKE
NUMBER NINE LAKE
PERCH POND
PORTLAND LAKE
TIMONEY LAKE

SPECIES

ANOUNT

LL SALMON
w
••
••
•
«•

5800
500
11200
12000
1600
1000
6200
1300
1600
1300
2500
6000
2800
1100
1200
6100
1300
600
1005
1269
225
321
1500
1500
365
3117
1938
600
5600
8800
1000
1700
2100
5900

TOWN

T17 R05 WELS
NESTON
EAGLE LAKE
ST AGATHA
T16 ROA was
T01 R05 NELS
ISLAND FALLS
PORTAGE LAKE
T15 ROB WELS
LITTLETON
T16 R08 WELS
Til Rll WELS
Til Rll WELS
NEW LIMERICK
T16 RO 7 WELS
Til R13 WELS
WALLAGRASS PLT
T15 R09 was
ST JOHN PLT
ST JOHN PLT
ST JOHN PLT
ST JOHN PLT
LITTLETON
MONTICELLO
NEW CANADA PLT
NEW CANADA PLT
) — CANADA PLT
LITiLETON
PRESQUE ISLE
MAPLETON
T09 R03 WELS
T15 R09 NELS
BRIDGEWATER
OAKFIELD

M

«•

8B

••

•

••

M

M

RAINBOW TROUT
LAKE TROUT
99

M

••

M

«•

«•

«•

M

M

••

BROOK TROUT
•
«•
8*

W

"

M

■■
••

••

W

M

M

M

M

••

m

••

a

m

M

M

••

99

99
99

99
99

99

99

99

99

99

99

INCH

6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
8-10
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 6
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6

Piscataquis County
DATE
19 79

WATERS STOCKED

MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
NAY
NAY
MAY
NAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
OCT
NOV
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
OCT
OCT
SEP
SEP
SEP
MAY
SEP
OCT
OCT
SEP
MAY
SEP
MAY
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP

□AVIS POND (FIRST)
OELR PONO
HEBRON LAKE
HUDSON PONO (LOWER)
JO-MARY LAKE (UPPER)
KINGSBURY PONO
LOBSTER LAKE (LITTLE)
MOOSEHEAO LAKE
PEMAOUMCOOK CHAIN L
PIPER POND
ROACH PONO (FIRST)
ROACH POND (SECOND)
ROACH POND (THIRD)
SGHQOOIC LAKE
SCHOOOIC LAKE
SEBOEIS LAKE
SPECTACLE P (LOWER)
TOGUE PONO (LOWER)
WHETSTONE PONO
WILSON PONO (LOWER)
CENTER PONO
OEBSCONEAG L (FOURTH)
HAYNOCK LAKE
ROACH PONO (FIRST)
sebec LAKE
WILSON POND (LOWER)
A3OL PONO
BENNETT POND (BIG)
CElIA POND
CHESUNCOOK PDNO
CURRIER PONO (FIRST)
CURRIER POND (SECOND)
OEBSCONEAG l (FIFTH)
DOW POND
DRAPER POND
FROST PONO
GARLAND PONO
GREENWOOD P (LITTLE)
GRINDSTONE PONO
LONG POND
PINGREE POND
SAWYER PONO
Shadow pond
snirley pond
SMITH POND
SNOWS POND
SPENCER PONO (LITTLE)
SPOOL-MILL BROOK
TtN FORTY POND
THISSEL POND
TWIN PONDS (LOWER)
TWIN PONDS (JPPER)

15
23
15
25
11
18
23
9
9
18
22
26
23
16
15
0
15
9
18
26
30
21
21
21
21
31
10
9
25
25
25
25
25
26
25
6
3
27
26
26
29
26
2
2
26
29
26
29
2b
26
26
27

TOWN

GUILFORD
T03 R13 WELS
MONSON
T 10 R10 WELS
TA RtO WELS
KINGSBURY PLT
LOBSTER TWP
GREENVILLE
T01 R09 WELS
ABBOT
FRENCHTOWN TWP
T01 R12 WELS
SHAWTOWN TWP
LAKE VIEW PLT
LAKE VIEW PLT
T06 ROB NNP
MONSON
T02 ROB WELS
BLANCHARD PLT
GREENVILLE
SANGERVILLE
T01 Rll WELS
TC7 Rll WElS
FRENCHTOWN TWP
WILLIMANTIC
GREENVILLE
T02 ROB WELS
GUILFORD
T03 R10 WELS
RAINBOW TWP
T09 Rll WELS
T09 Rll WELS
T01 Rll WELS
SEBEC
T03 R10 WELS
T03 Rll WELS
DOVER-FOXCROFT
cLLIOTTSVILLE PLT
WILLIMANTIC
TA Rll WELS
PARKMAN
GREENVILLE
GREENVILLE
SHIRLEY
ELLIOTTSVILLE PLT
OOVER-FOXCROFT
E MIDDLESEX CANAL GR
OOVER-FOXCROFT
TG2 R12 WELS
TC5 Rll WELS
TC2 R09 WELS
T02 ROB WELS

SPECIES

AMOUNT

LL SALMON

1100
270
1300
600
2966
1575
329
25000
5000
1250
3300
1000
600
1760
8375
6000
300
1200
500
1600
2000
2000
1500
6890
6250
2600
7500
120
700
6700
500
500
1800
1300
900
3600
2100
2200
1500
3300
500
3500
50 0
6600
500
500
3700
300
1800
3500
500
750

BROWN TROUT
LAKE TROUT
M

99

99

99

W
99

99
99

BROOK TROUT
M

99

99
99

99
99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99
99

99
99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99
99

99
99

99

99

99

99

99
99

99
99

SUNAPEE
••

TROUT
—

RABBIT DIESEL SALES
Hancock County
DATE
1979

HAY
MAY
MAY
JUN
MAY
JJN
JUN
JUN
JUN
OCT
JUN
MAY
MAY
NOV
MAY
MAY
MAY
OCT
MAR
JUL
MAY
JJN
MAR
OwT
MAY
JUN
MAY
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
APR
APR
OCT
SEP
OCT
OCT
OCT
SEP
SEP
OCT
SEP
SEP
OCT
OCT
MAY
OCT

23
1C
26
16
11
13
16
12
13
17
13
26
26
1
11
25
26
6
15
26
2
6
15
11
7
7
6
12
6
5
23
3
27
10
27
11
23
23
27
27
9
27
27
10
12
15
9

WATERS STOCKED

ALLIGATOR LAKE
BRANCH LAKE
DUCK LAKE
ECHO LAKE
GREEN LAKE
JONES POND
JORDAN POND
LEAD MTN P (UPPER)
molasses pono
NICATOUS LAKE
PHILLIPS L.AKE
PISTOL LAKE (LOWER)
SPRING LAKE
TOOOY POND
NEST LAKE
LONG PONO
LONG POND
FLANDERS POND
HADLOCK hunu UPPER)
UNION R (MIDDLE 9R)
UNION R (NEST BRUNCH)
UNION R (NEST BRANCH)
WALKER PONO
WALKER PONO
OONNElL pond
GREEN LAKE
PHILLIPS LAKE
BREAKNECK P (LOWER)
BUBBLE PONO
BUBBLE PONO
CRYSTAL PONO
EAGLE LAKE
FOX POND
GILES PONO
JELLISON HILL pono
LILY PONO
lODN PONO
PICKEREL POND
RIFT PONO
SALMON PONu
SIMMONS POND
TILDEN POND
TROUT PONO
TUNK PONO UITTLE)
WITCH HOLE PONO
WOODS PONO
YOUNGS POND

TONN

T36 ND
ELLSWORTH
T06 NO
MOUNT DESERT
DEDHAM
GOULDSBORO
MOUNT DESERT
T28 MC
LASTBROOK
T03 ND
LEOHAM
T 03 NO
T03 ND
ORLAND
T03 NO
T10 SD
T10 SD
SULLIVAN

MOUNT DESERT
AURORA
AMHERST
AMHERST
BROOKSVILLE
BROOKSVILLE
FRANKLIN
ELLSWORTH
DEDHAM
BAR HARBOR
MOUNT DESERT
MOUNT DESERT
T 40 MO
BAR HARBOR
T 10 SO
AURORA
AMHERST
DEER ISLE
T60 ND
T32 MD
GREAT POND PLT
T10 SD
HANCOCK
T1Q SD
AMHERST
SULLIVAN
BAR HARBOR
BLUE HILL
OTIS

INCH

SPECIES

AMOUNT

SALMON

2600
3000
800
200
1500
650
200
1000
500
6000
600
1000
600
592
2000
1000
1000
800

6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 8
6- 8
6- 6

300
15000
21060
6105
1060
226
9600
19000
3800
200
1500
1500
1000
5263
1000
6000
2500
2000
700
1000
3000
600
700
900
60 0
3000
750
500
1200

8-10
FRY
8-10
8-10
8-10
12-16
6- 6
6- 8
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
8-10
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
8-10
6- 6

LL
•
99

99
99

99

99

99

99

99

99

«
M

M
M

99

99

99
99

99
99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

RAINBOW

TROUT

brown trout
~
—

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

LAKE
99

99

99

TROUT

BROOK TROUT
—

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

*

—
”
99

M

•9

99

99

••

M

99

M
99

99

99

99
99

99
99

—
99

••

8-10

MAY
APR
APR
OCT
MAY
HAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
OCT
MAY
JUN
NAY
JUN
MAY
SF P
OCT
MAY
NAY
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OUT

WATERS STOCKED

11
30

30
18
23
15
15
16
31
31
30
5
23
6
9
?6
11
16
9
9
3
6
10
15
16
15
12

CECAR LAKE
COLO STREAM P (UPPER)
COLD STREAM PONO
ENDLESS LAKE
JUNIOR LAKE
MATAGAMON LAKE
SCRAGGLY LAKE
SCRAGGLY LAKE
SYSLADOBSIS L (LOWER)
SYSlAOOBSIS L (UPPER)
COLD STREAM PONO
MATAGAMON LAKE
MILLIMAGASSETT LAKE
MILLINOCKET .AKE
BANGOR NENTA. INST P
GREEN POND
JERRY POND
PENOBSCOT ClUB pono
PUFFERS POND
ROUND PONO
ROUND POND (LITTLE)
ROUND POND (.ITTLE)
SHIN POND (UPPER)
SMITH POND
SMITH POND
TROUT POND
WAPITI PONO

TOWN

T03 ROB NWP
LINCOLN
ENFIELD
T □ ROB NNP
Tu5 R01 N3PP
T06 R08 WELS
T07 ROS WELS
T07 ROS WELS
LAKEVILLE PLT
-AKEVILLE PLT
ENFIElO
T06 R08 WELS
T07 ROS WELS
TUI R08 WELS
BANGOR
LEE
MILLINOCKET
BREWER
DEXTER
LEE
LINCOLN
LINCOLN
NT CHASE
T3, INDIAN PURCHASE
T3, inoian purchase
SOLDIERTOWN TWP
T05 R07 was

SPECIES

AMOUNT

SALMON

1000
1000
8000
1500
6000
6000
626
576
6000
600
10600
2000
6500
6067
200
6300
8000
200
900
900
6616
86
9000
1700
6300
2500
3600

LL
M
M

••
..

M

M

M

99

99

,9

99

,9

99

99

99
99

99
99

lake
M

trout
••

••

••

99

99

BROOK TROUT
99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99

99
99

99
99

99

99

99

99

•9

99

99

99

ARUNDELAUTO
SERVICE, INC.
Tel. 282-1504
642 Elm St., Biddeford, Me. 282-1505

Sonny’s Outboard Service
JONSERED STIHL CHAINSAWS
JOHNSON OUTBOARDS
NORTH RAYMOND ROAD
GRAY, MAINE 04039
PHONE: 657-4090

TIRED
OF HUNTING
FOR YOUR
DOG?

Wester Kamm
Kennels

Penobscot County
□ ATE
1979

Transmission Specialists
Complete Autobody and Repair Service
All Makes - Domestic and Foreign
New and Used Car Sales

INCH

6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 8
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6

Will teach your dog
to hunt for you!

Located in the heart of
woodcock country
We provide:
— Free dog evaluation without obligation
— Clean, secure kennels and runs
— Daily contact with wild birds
— Training for owner also
— Rates according to degree of finish desired

Contact: Wester Kamm Kennels
Joseph R. Dahl
RFD #1, Box 169
Skowhegan, Me. 04876 — 474-5907

INCH

6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- a
6- 8
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 8
6- 6
6- 8
6- 6
16-18
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
8-10
6- 6
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
2- 6
2- 6

May 1980

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

Page 19

Maine Fish Stocking List
Somerset County
DATE
1979

MAY
MAY
OCT
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
OCT
MAY
MAY
OCT
MAY
MAY
NAY
MAY
MAY
NAY
NAY
MAY
MAY
SEP
OCT
MAY
OCT
SEP
MAY
MAY
MAY
JAN
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
NOV
SEP
SEP
MAY
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
MAY
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP

0
1
17
0
17
16
21
23
21
18
23
9
21
16
17
22
29
29
29
29
26
15
29
10
1C
21
21
31
1
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
20
26
26
21
26
26
26
26
26
26
25
27
26
26
1
26
26
26
26
26

MATERS STOCKED

ATTEAN PONO
EMBDEN POND
GREAT MOOSE PONO
HOLEB POND
MOXIE PONO
PIERCE POND (LOWER)
PIERCE PONC (UPPER)
ROME PONO
MOOO POND (BIG)
NYMAN LAKE
WYMAN LAKE
CARRA8ASSETT RIVER
CHASE STREAM P (LIT)
KENNEBEC RIVER
KENNEBEC RIVER
BAKER PONO
EAST PONO
INDIAN PONO (BIG*
LAKE GEORGE
OAKS PONO
S1N0Y PONO
SMITH POND
MENTNORTN POND
MESSERUNSETT LAKE
EMBDEN POND
SPENCER LAKE
SPRING LAKE
MOOO PONO (BIG*
AUSTIN POND (LITTLE!
BASIN PONO
BEANS POND
BiLL MORRIS POND
BLACK HILL PONO
CHASE POND
CLEARMATER PONO
CROCKER POND
DEMO POND
OIMMICK PONO (BIGI
OIMMICK POND (LITTLE)
EMBOEN PONO
FISH PONO
FISH POND
JACKSON POND
KIlGORE pond
KING PONO
KNIGHTS POND
LONG POND
LOON PONO
LOST PONO
MACDOUGALL POND
MARTIN PONO
MCKENNEY PONO
MOOSE PONO
MORRILL POND
MOSQUITO POND
MOUNTAIN OIMMICK PONO
OTTER PONO
OTTER PONO
OTTER PONu (NORTH)

TOWN

ATTEAN TMP
EMBDEN
HARTLANO
HOLEB TWP
MOXIE GORE
PIERCE PONO TMP
PIERCE PONO TMP
PLEASANT RICGE PLT
JACKMAN
MOSCOW
MOSCOW
NEW PORTLAND
MISERY TWP
BINGHAM
BINGHAM
SOLON
SMITHFIELD
ST ALBANS
CANAAN
SKOWHEGAN
EMBOEN
BRIGHTON PLT
SOLON
MADISON
EMBOEN
HOBBSTOWN TWP
T03 R06 BKP WKR
ATTEAN TWP
BALO MTN TWP T2R3
PIERCE POND TWP
PLEASANT RIDGE PLT
TC3 R05 BKP MKP
EMBDEN
MOSCOW
ATTEAN TWP
OENNISTOWN PLT
ROCKWOOD STRIP
CARATUNK
CARATUNK
EMBOEN
MOXIE GORE
THORNDIKE TWP
CONCORD TWP
PIERCE PONO TWP
BOWTOWN TWP
SQUARETOWN TWP
HOLEB TWP
ATTEAN TWP
PLEASANT RIDGE PLT
CARATUNK
THE FORKS PLT
HOLEB TWP
BOWTOWN TWP
HARTLAND
THE FORKS PLT
CARATUNK
BOWTOWN TWP
SANDWICH ACAD GRANT
BOWTOWN TWP

Somerset County Cont’d.

SPECIES

AMOUNT

LL SALMON

1350
SOO
2500
2100
1200
2000
500
200
1100
3250
1000
2000
500
7200
5536
500
2000
1000
1000
1000
500
800
1000
2500
2600
5500
6000
3650
3500
2000
1000
800
1000
2500
800
3900
5300
2500
2500
600
800
5700
500
2500
1000
2000
3675
800
800
600
2500
1000
800
500
2000
1000
3000
1100
6500

M

M

M
W

aa
M

M

M

M
M

«■
W

M

M

M
M

a*
aa

M

RAINBOil TROUT
••
*
••

M

BROWN TROUT
M
aa
M

••

M

“

*

M

M

••

••
M

M
M

M

M

LAKE

TROUT

M

M

«•
M

«■
aa

BROOK

TROUT

W
M

M
M

* .

M
M
••
“
M
M

•*
«■
M
••
aa
••
••
«•
«•

M

M

M

«•
aa
aa
M
aa
aa
M
M
M

W

w
“
M

W

M
M
••
M

M

M
M
M

M
M
«•
aa

M
M

M

M

«

••

—

INCH

6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 8
6- 6
6- 6
6- 8
6- 6
8-10
8-10
8-10
6- 6
8-10
8-10
6- 6
8-10
6- 8
6- 6
6- 6
6- 8
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
16-18
6- 6
6- 6
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6

SEP
OCT
sep
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
SEP
APR
SEP
SEP
SEP

26
5
26
26
27
26
26
26
26
30
20
26
26

PALMER PONO
PARI.IN PONO
pleasant pond
RANCOURT PONO
ROOERIQUE POND
ROWE PONO
SMITH PONO
SPLIT ROCK PONO
SPRUCE POND
STAFFORD PONO
STAFFORD PONO
SUGAR BERTH PONO
SUPPLY PONO

HATFIELD TWP
PARLIN POND TWP
CARATUNK
OENNISTOWN PLT
ROCKWOOD STRIP
PLEASANT RIDGE PLT
PARLIN PONO TWP
PIERCE PONO TWP
LEXINGTON TWP
HARTLANO
HARTLAND
OENNISTOWN PLT
JACKMAN

1000
2500
5000
1000
2200
U000
1200
500
1500
2000
5000
1U00
6350

Washington County
□ ATE
1979

JUN
JUN
JUN
MAY
MAY
OCT
MAY
MAY
NAY
MAY
JUN
NAY
JUN
APR
SEP
OCT
MAY
OCT
SEP
MAY
MAY
APR
SEP
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
APR
OCT
MAY
OCT
SEP

12
11
19
3
29
30
8
e
30
31
12
3«3
12
26
27
6
15
2
27
15
15
26
27
3
5
6
3
6
5
3
26
2
23
3
27

WATERS STOCKED

BOG LAKE
CATHANCE LAKE
GARDNER uAKE
GRANO LmKE (EAST)
GRANO LAKE (NEST)
GRAND LAKE (WEST)
LAMBERT LAKE
MUSQUASH LAKE (EAST)
NASHS LAKE
pleasant lake
PLEASANT RIVER LAKE
POCUMCUS LAKE
SCHOOOIC POND
SIMPSON POND
COLEBACK
GOULC1NG LAKE
GRANO LAKE STREAM
INDIAN LAKE
KEElEY lake
KEENE LAKE
LILY LAKE
MIDDLE RIVER
MONEYMAKER .AKE
MONROE LAKE
MONROE POND (WEST)
MONROE POND (WEST)
PEEP LAKE
PIKE BROOK P (WEST)
PIKE BROOK P (WEST)
SALMON POND
SIMPSON POND
SIX MILE LAKE
TOMAH LAKE
UNNAMED PONO
VINING LAKE

TOWN

NORTHFIELD
COOPER
EAST MACHIAS
DANFORTH
grand lake STREAM PL
GRANO LAKE STREAM PL
.AMBERT lake TWP
TOPSFIELD
CALAIS
KOSSUTH TWP
BEOOINGTON
T05 NO BPP
T18 ND BPP
ROQUE BLUFFS
CHARLOTTE
R0B6INST0N
GRAND LAKE STREAM PL
WHITING
MARSHFIELD
CALAIS
TRESCOTT TWP
MARSHFIELD
ROBBINSTON
T 63 M0 BPP
T63 M0 BPP
T63 ND BPP
T30 M0 BPP
T18 MO BPP
T18 MO BPP
T30 HQ BPP
ROQUE BLUFFS
MARSHFIELD
FOREST TWP
T El MO BPP
COOPER

SPECIES

AMOUNT

LL SALMON
••
«•
•
aa
•
M
aa
■
08
M
••
M
m
aa
aa
aa
•
a>
aa
aa
«■
aa

808
1500
6376
26000
16300
176
800
1080
600
1600
675
2200
350
250
800
210 0
1000
3500
1000
891
600
500
2600
6000
700
700
1000
1600
600
1000
1000
2750
1728
500
1000

brown trout
BROOK TROUT

—

••

Grand Lake Stream Landlocks

By GEORGE LINNANE
I paused at the pool below the
water control dam on Grand
Lake Stream to watch a young
angler casting flies into the
current. His rod bowed and a fish
skyrocketed several times as he
connected with a landlocked
salmon. After a five minute
struggle he reeled in the catch,
displayed it momentarily and
released it to fight another day.
“That’s number five,” an
appreciative spectator informed
me. Before night closed in, the
teen-ager had hooked and
released 11 salmon, all keepers,
ranging in size from 14 to 18
inches, the heaviest estimated at
three pounds. It looked con
vincing to me and my companion,
Howard Wardwell.
It was June and the fishing
was good in this three-mile
stream in eastern Maine, about
100 miles from Bangor. It flows
through the village of 250 per
manent residents with the same
name from Grand Lake to Big
Lake. Until a ten-mile long auto
road was built from U.S. 1 it was
cut off from the world. The road
opened it to increased fishing
and, as expected, brought in new
anglers and added pressure on
the salmon. Nevertheless, it still
produces highly-prized land
locks.
The dam controls the flow of
clear, clean water over a sand,
gravel and rock bottom. It is fly
fishing only and June is the best
month. Fishing in chest-high
waders is the way to get at it.
The salmon lie in pools and
rapids and, where they cannot be
reached by wading, a canoe is
helpful.
Howard and I started in the
largest pool and cast our
streamer flies into the current. It
was surprisingly shallow and
allowed easy wading over a solid

George Linnane with Grand Lake Stream landlocks.

bottom. We ventured as close to
the dam as the law permitted
(150 feet) and tried promising
eddies and currents.
He connected first. His rod
curled as a salmon hit his fly and
jumped out of water. In a few
minutes he displayed a 14 inch
fish, the legal minimum, before
returning it to the water. I kept
casting in likely places without
success. After ten minutes
passed, Howard hooked another
scrapper, this one a jumping
demon that danced on the sur
face and defied his captor for ten
minutes. Finally, he tired and my
companion netted a two pounder,
his best catch of the morning.
“What fly you using?” I
inquired.
“A Gray Ghost streamer,” he
replied. This piece of information
inspired a change of flies and I
tied on a Gray Ghost. It required
a dozen casts before a salmon hit
it. After a ten minute struggle, I
beached a two and one-half
pounder, the prize catch of the
day.
In the afternoon we tried the
stretch of water beside the state

6- 6
10-12
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6— 6
6- 6
6- 6
0-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6

salmon hatchery in the center of
the village. Here, the river made
a turn, slowed and was readily
accessible. There were a few
anglers working it, including a
fisherman from Connecticut who
claimed success with caddis fly
imitations. He figured that when
they hatched the fish would go on
a feeding spree and he was ready
for them.
At this pool, I broke out my
new, graphite rod (2.8 oz.) and
matching reel (3.75 oz.) plus a
DT6F line and had easy casting
to occasional rises. The fly that
aroused the most interest was a
tent wing caddis described
above. It served as both wet and
dry. It fell in the current among
feeding fish like a dry and was
retrieved as a wet. It wasn’t long
before an eager salmon mistook
it for the real thing, curved out of
water and came down on it in a
hard strike. When he discovered
his error, he surfaced five times
in mad efforts to break off.
Fortunately, the leader held and
I cranked him in. He wasn’t a big
fish, probably only two pounds,

but all dynamite. He was
released to fight another day.
Further downstream, along
the road that paralleled the
river, we found an access known
as the Georgia-Pacific Picnic
Ground. Here the lumber
company had provided parking
and a woods road that permits
further exploration. One look
indicated that the pool bordering
the picnic area held gamefish. It
was formed by a barrier of ledge
and rocks that slowed the
current and channeled it into a
narrow passage that ended in
rapids and fast water. The best
fishing was at the head of the
pool by wading and at its tail by
casting from the ledge.
There were several anglers
planted in it and we watched for
a while, awaiting an opportunity
to cast a fly. The angler furthest
upstream at the head of the pool
connected first. He stood waist
deep in the slow-moving current,
his rod bent by a fighting land
lock. It took several minutes to
net the scrapper before he waded
ashore and added the catch to
another previously taken. It was
the limit for the day. The fish
was a typical salmon with its
silvery body sprinkled with
speckles, weighing around two
pounds, taken on the familiar
Gray Ghost.
From this point we walked
along the woods road beside the
river looking for fishable water.
We found it after a brief hike
where the current slowed and
the river deepened. There was
room to cast and we waded
cautiously tossing a dry caddis
fly at occasional rises. As the day
lengthened, the hatch emerged
more frequently, followed by
feeding fish. My graphite rod and
double-tapered, floating line
were just right for this style of
angling. We caught occasional
fish up to 16 inches until the

INCH

6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
16-18
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
8-10
6- 6
6- 6
6- 8
6- 6
6- 6
6- 8
6- 8
6- 8
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 6
6- 8
6- 6
8-10
6- 6
6- 6

black flies and mosquitoes drove
us out.
The accommodations in the
village go back to the turn of the
century when anglers moved in
for a week or two at sporting
camps. All services were
provided and we took advantage
of this at Weatherby’s where
rustic, old-time cabins housed
anglers under the American plan
(two meals). Housekeeping
camps were numerous and even
a primitive type campground for
RVs was available. A couple of
stores provided groceries.
However, there are no motels or
restaurants and anglers should
make reservations. It’s about 30
miles from Calais where plenty of
life support systems existed and
it’s possible to “commute” to the
fishing.
When the stream angling
slows down good fishing is
possible in the lakes for both
salmon and smallmouth bass.
Many anglers hire guides for this
type of angling at $50 per day
including boat and motor. Others
tow their craft to launching sites.
Biting insects emerge in June
and one should be prepared with
“fly dope." Also, it is wise to be
fully clothed with hat, longsleeved shirt and thickly woven
socks to discourage the pests.
The regulations permit fly
fishing only with a daily limit of
two fish. 14 inches or longer. The
season is open from April 1 to
Sept. 15. No fishing is permitted
within 150 feet of the dam and
some trout are in the stream.
My impression was that
overfishing existed and salmon of
four or five pounds were scarce.
Also, access to the stream was
limited by private camps and
dwellings along its banks.
However, on the whole, it was a
likely place for fly fishermen
eager to cast over fighting,
landlocked salmon.
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Good Early Bangor Area Fishing Spots
Checking around the state on
the early fishing action had some
surprising results. Anglers
found, for the most part, low and
clear water conditions; although
there was still plenty of ice along
the edges of waterways.
The unusual, early low-water
conditions may have helped some
fishermen and hampered others.
West Branch of the Penobscot
River, a perennial favorite of
many, had staggeringly low
water. The Big Eddy Pool had
the appearance of a half-drained
frog pond. Only a head of 18
inches of water flowed through
the dam at the head of Grand
Lake Stream during the opening
week of action. Other waterways
were suffering even more from
the prolonged drought. One
coastal pond located in Deer Isle,
was ice-free early, but coated
with algae, apparently caused by
the unusual conditions.
A young angler fishing Bond
Brook, near the Penobscot River
in Hampden, <came away with a
prize catch: a heavy Atlantic
Salmon. The fish was a "Black”

Bangor Area
Bob Leeman
807 Wilson Street
Brewer

Dick Leeman of Vernon, Conn., with his first spring
salmon of 1980 taken while trolling Branch Lake in
Ellsworth. (Bob Leeman photo)

and on his way to the sea.
A couple of good “landlocks” in
the four pound or bettercategory were reported taken by
trollers in Alamoosook Lake

Modern, Fully Equipped Housekeeping Cottages
Boats & Motors — Docking — Gas & Oil

GRAY GHOST CAMPS
ON MOOSE RIVER
In the Moosehead Lake Region
Named after the most used fishing fly in the area

Jane and Roger Lane
May 1st - September 30th
Rockwood, Maine 04478
Box 35
Phone: (207) 534-7362

besides worms. There are two
imitation nymphs that I put a
heap of faith in for early pond
and beaver bog fishing. They are
the gold-ribbed hare’s ear nymph
and the green caddis nymph. If
the flies are not weighted. I fish
these with sinking tip flylines.
In the wind are some new rule
making proposals that would
affect many popular salmon lakes
in the future. One such proposal
would reduce the daily bag limit
to two fish a day on Beech Hill.
Branch. Green, and Phillips
Lakes.
Finally, a book on the old
fishing master himself. Lee
Wulff, is out on the market. And
there, my friends, is a name
highly touted among fly anglers.
“Lee Wulff on Flies” is the title,
and to read it is like spending an
afternoon wading at his elbow on
a salmon river. You get a real
bonus when you consider the
dozen authentic Wulff fly pattern
instructions. The publisher is
Stackpole Books, the price:

October 1st - April 30th
62 Church Street
Livermore Falls, Me. 04254
Phone: (207) 897-5291

fishing the lower end near the
dam. Several good looking brown
trout in the two pound range
were caught early below the dam
on Orland Stream. That’ll be a
hot spot for White Perch and bait
dunkers into early May.
Other hot spots for trout will
be Young’s Pond in Otis. Long.
Echo, and Eagle Lakes on Mt.
Desert, and the Union River in
Aurora after the next drop from
high water.
Someone asked me the other
day what I thought to be the best
early bait or lure for April trout

$12.95. Your angling library is
hardlv complete without it.
NEEDLES EROM THE
PINE: Veteran trapper. Walter
L. Arnold, will be flown back into
his northern based log cabin just
as soon as the ice leaves Indian
Pond near Greenville.
We had a nice chat last month
with Oscar Cronk of Wiscasset
while he visited the Bangor
Sportsmen’s Show. Oscar only
got about 60 beaver while
trapping last winter, but
received more loot for them than
he got for almost twice as many
taken during the previous year.
Grand Lake Stream was a hot
spot for early landlocked salmon.
Action has tailed off recently,
however, and should pick up
again when the fly hatches begin.

Chase Named
Warden of Year

Anderson’s East Grand Camps
Box 97 Greenland Cove, Danforth, Me. 04424
Housekeeping Camps — Modern Conveniences
Boats— Motors — Guides — Non-Res.-licenses
Excellent Fishing for
Salmon, Trout, Togue
and Bass
Tel. 207-448-9360
207-448-2455
Open Year Around — Taking Reservations Now

A nice catch of late April brook trout from the
airline. (Bob Leeman photo)

The Birches

CAP’N PETE’S

on Moosehead Lake
Ski the Moosehead Region
The Birches Ski Touring Center
on Moosehead Lake
Log Cabins. 25 Miles of maintained
trails. Ski Rentals.

Open Year Round
P.O. Box 81-M
Rockwood, Me. 04478
207-534-7305

New England’s Largest Selection of

USED OUTBOARDS
Aboard the 73-foot “Sonnie W.”
Leaving Daily from
REID’S YACHT YARD, KENNEBUNKPORT, ME.

• DAILY FISHING TRIP
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

$17.50 per person

• CAP’N PETE’S SPECIAL
Two Hour Sunset Champagne Cruise
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
$4.00 per person
Private Moonlight Charters by Arrangement
Reservations and Information
207-967-3132
207-985-3893

Over 50 in stock from 114 to 115 h.p.

Dealer for Glastron - MirroCraft
Seaway Boats
MERCURY OUTBOARDS
Sales & Service

STETSON & PINKHAM
INC.
Rt. 1, Waldoboro, Maine
Tel. 832-5855

GEORGE H. CHASE
George II. Chase of Saco is
Maine’s Game Warden of the
Year for 1979. according to Chief
Warden Alanson B. Noble of the
Maine Fish and Wildlife Dept.
Noble, in announcing his
selection for the honor, said that
Chase had. in addition to
carrying out his regular duties,
"created good rapport with other
law enforcement agencies, fish
and game clubs, and the general
public.”
Chase has been with the
Warden Service for 12 years,
having been assigned first to the
remote St. Aurelie district of
northern Maine in 1968.
In 1972, Chase was transferred
to the Biddeford district, where
he is now stationed. He resides in
Saco with his wife and two sons.
Noble said that Chase, during
his 12 years with Department,
has proven to be very dedicated,
devoted, and conscientious in the
performance of his duties,
frequently volunteering to assist
where additional help is needed.
When new radios were ordered
for Warden Service vehicles, for
example. Chase volunteered to
travel throughout Maine to assist
in their installation.
The 1979 Warden of the Year
has assisted the Department in
the area of gunsmithing as well,
having repaired firearms and
even creating tranquilizer guns
for use by biological researchers.
He is also active in the Maine
hunter safety program and in his
local fish and game club.
Chase has also been a member
of the Warden Service Honor
Guard since its formation in
1976.
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Deer Yard Cutting Controversy
Robert A. Vigue, chief
forester of Seven Islands Land
Co. made me mad. I was asking a
question of dearest importance
to Maine sportsmen. He was
saying. “No comment until the
LURC (Land Use Regulation
Commission) hearing in April.”
The issue is the Beaver Brook
Deer Yard in T13R5, north of
Ashland, east of Portage. The
2,700 acre yard is one of the
largest in northern Maine. Up to
now about half of it has been
clear cut. or heavily cut over.
Seven Islands wants more
permits to cut more of the trees
within the 862 acres of yard still
left standing.
The Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife is opposed
to the additional permits. Kevin
Stevens, the regional biologist in
Ashland told me. “Any additional
cutting will destroy the yard
which has a preseason count of
about 200 deer." He went on to
say that the yard has been
severely infected by spruce
budworm and some of the fir are
“standing dead."
I was tipped off that there was
a story here by two readers.
They wanted to know why
Beaver Brook deer yard was
being destroyed. The Land Use
Regulation Commission (LURC)
has jurisdiction in the
unorganized townships and since
1974 LURC and the Department
have maintained an active
program to manage deer yards.
To date 576 yards totalling
197,000 acres have been zoned.
Beaver Brook is one of the
largest.
In order to be fair to both sides
I contacted the biologist and
Seven Islands. Kevin Stevens,
acting on behalf of the Depart
ment. was very. very
cooperative. He sent me a “fact
sheet." he answered all of my
questions and offered to take me
on a tour of the yard. You
couldn't ask for more.
Seven Islands, in the form of
chief forester Robert Vigue.
gave me the cold shoulder. The
company lawyers. Vigue told me,
had advised him not to comment
before the public hearing by
LURC in April. (The outcome of
this hearing is not yet clear. I ll
report on that aspect in a later
issue.)
Originally I wanted to
publicize the public hearing so
that sportsmen could decide
whether the issue was important
enough for them to take the
time, and the expense of at
tending. Because Seven Islands
dragged feet I was unable to do
all of the stories I wanted
because deadlines went by and I
still only had the one side to the
issue. It was almost as though
♦ Seven Islands didn’t want any
stories, or any information let
out to the public.
To be an effective writer you
need information. When the
issue is controversial you need to
have the basic issues as seen by
all the parties. Deer yards in
northern Maine, where the
winter is crucial to the survival
of the species, are very im
portant. It would seem that a
company that had already cut off
half the wood in a yard with 200
deer wintering would be willing
to explain why they wanted
additional permits. Hiding does
not answer the basic questions.
At the very beginning I
thought Seven Islands was going
to respond. I was told on the
phone by an office worker that
the company would be glad to
give me a statement. They told
me Mr. Vigue was busy but

Southern
Aroostook
Dave O’Connor
Star Route, Box 36-B
Sherman Station

Hot coffee can be more comforting to the early
season angler than all the fish in the lake. (Dave
O’Connor photo)
would get back to me. I called
where not a tree was left
again a few days later. I did get
standing?” You decide.
***
two calls from Vigue. and on the
last one he said he would stop at
May is iceout. Fishing should
my house. He did stop in within a
be tops in both the river storage
few days but he told me than
areas and the lakes by the time
about the lawyers and the "no
you read this. We still don't
comment" until the hearing
know why Chamberlain and
stand of the company.
Eagle Lakes in the Allagash are
Seven Islands will un
not producing. I'm beginning to
doubtedly fulfill all of its legal
believe that acid rain is much
obligations. But. and this is
more of a factor than we have
crucial, it raises the question. "If
thought in the past. There are
it were not for LURC and the
not many more people fishing on
Department's deer yard
these walers now then when I
management program would
was a kid in 1951 and fishing
Seven Islands have cut Beaver
there for the first time.
Brook Deer Yard to the point
Without the spring runoff the

TROUT-SALMON-TOGUE
WILSONS ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE
Comfortable, reasonably priced, well equipped housekeep
ing cabins. Located on the shore of Maine’s largest lake at
the East Outlet of the Kennebec River. The outlet dam is a
favorite of fly fishermen right through the fall. Docking and
launching free of charge to our guests. Boat rental, bait and
tackle shop, licenses.

207-695-2549

Ron and Jane Fowler

Greenville Jet., Maine 04442

MILO
SPORT SHOP
West Main St., Milo, Me
943-7465

Johnson

outboards — Sales & AA
Service by factory trained techni
cian. Genuine OMC parts.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fishing Tackle
Waders & Hip Boots
Marine Hardware
Stearns Lifevests
Guns & Ammo
Sportsman Trailers
Polaris Snowmobiles
Ariens Sno-Thros

Johnson

NON RESIDENT LICENSES — GAME INSPECTION STATION

brooks, rivers and streams are
going to peak early. Later on in
the summer the water level is
going to be close to drought
status unless we get an awful lot
of rain in the meantime. Disaster
could be the result, and it could
effect stream fishing for years to
come. Only time will tell.
Mattawamkeag Lakes.
Pleasant. Drews and some of the
others in the area should be good
fishing. In the last few years
they have come back with vigor.
There was a time when everyone
considered them dead. They are
not.
The small pond clan will find
good angling early. Since there
will be little runoff and the water
will quickly warm up the peak
fishing should be earlier than it
has been in recent years. Wise
fishermen will take heed because
a season of good fishing often
boils down to one. two or even
three well planned trips. When
you miss the really good stuff
there is little time to restage the
season to your benefit.

Cost of transportation has
become a big issue to the
fisherman this year. A trip in
Aroostook used to be a leisurely
thing where you could wander
around to your heart's content.
Those days have gone and been
replaced by a whole different set
of values. It will be interesting to
see how the 1980 season shapes
up as to tourists and the length of
the visit, the amount of travel,
and where they choose to spend
their time.
For the togue fisherman this
year should be an excellent one.
Quickly warming waters send
the lakers down to the bottom
more rapidly. That means you
will have a better chance to
collect one while trolling with the
heavy lines. When there is a
huge spring runoff the laker falls
victim to the streamer on the
surface nearly as often as it does
to the bottom dragger.
The 1980 season is not going to
be "business as usual" year.
There are many things hap
pening.

DAY FUR COMPANY
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918
Raw furs and deer skins bought
Trappers Supplies
Hawbakers Baits and Lures in Stock
Deer Skin Gloves, Moccasins
Outdoor Supplies Sold
495-3840 495-2078 495-2205

DEER AND BEAR HUNTING
Hunt Moosehead Lake Re
gion. Best Bear Hunting in
the East. Gun and Bow Hun
ters Welcome. Maximum 6
Hunters per Week - 6-Day
Hunt.
Home-Cooked Meals & Lodging - Also Book 1980 Deer Hunts

BERNARD D’AUGUSTINE
Registered Maine Guide
Box 404, Greenville, Maine

Tel207-695-3079

AROOSTOOK
COUNTY
&
Bear Mountain
Lodge
Smyrna Mills, Me. 04780 Tel. 207-528-2124.
Located 12 miles north of Patten, Maine on scenic Route 11.
Housekeeping cabins available for bear hunters, fishermen,
and vacationers from May thru October. One cabin located
on beautiful Rockabema Lake.

Bear Hunts — May-October — Fishing — May thru
September — Grouse & Woodcock Hunting — October —
Deer & Bear (Archery) — October — Deer & Bear (Rifle) —
November.
Accommodations and guides available for moose hunting in
September - 1980.
All cabins fully equipped for any size party. Brochure and
references on request.

Member Maine Professional Guides Assn.

CARROLL P. GEROW
Registered Maine Guide and Outfitter
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Long Pond Good Early Fishing
Spring fishing should continue
to be hot on Long Pond in
Belgrade this entire month.
Reports coming to this writer
indicate most anglers are fairing
quite well on both ends of the
pond. The salmon began hitting
good during mid April, which is
about two weeks early on this
lake. The majority of fish taken
have been between 17 and 19
inches in length, but “mighty
deep through the middle" as one
old timer pul it. The growth rate
on these fish is excellent, and I’m
sure I'll hear of a few eight
pounders coming to the surface
this spring.
Early fishing on Long Pond is
most successful using smelts for
bait. Though I prefer live; frozen
smelt seem to have been catching
more of the silversides. at least
in the early going this year.
Streamer success will improve
and should peak around mid
May.
Great Pond fishing has been
mediocre, and the reports I've
heard about China Lake and
Messalonskee have been even
worse. A few derbies have been
brought to my attention and I'm
sure the weigh-in will again
indicate which area ponds are
maintaining the most successful
fisheries.

***

The Waterville Elks Lodge
No. 905 will be sponsoring its
annual Open Water Fishing
Derby on Sunday. May 11. The
headquarters and weigh in will
be at the Elks Parking Lot in
Waterville from noon until 6 p.m.
There will be prizes for first,
second and third place fish in
salmon, brook trout, brown
trout, togue. perch, pickerel and
bass categories. The proceeds
from this derby will be to benefit
the Pine Tree Camp for Crippled
Children in Rome. Me. Let’s all
support this fine cause. For
further information contact Paul
Jacques or Dan Doyon in
Waterville or phone the Lodge at
872-9768. Tickets can be pur

Central Area
Dick Drysdale
Rte. 2, Box 99A
Horn Hill Rd., Fairfield

Rick Ferran, Roland Tilton and Cecil Drew with
Tillie, Tilton’s fine beagle and a triple limit of hares.
(David Maltais photo)
chased from Lodge members or
local sporting goods stores.
A second derby this month is
slated for May 18 and will be
hosted by the Messalonskee Fish
and Game Club. The
headquarters for this event will
be the V.F.W. Hall on Route 23
in Oakland. Prizes will be
awarded for Brook and Brown
Trout. Salmon. Bass. White
Perch and Pickerel. Only fish
caught in the Belgrade Chain of
Lakes and their tributaries are
eligible for competition. The
weigh in deadline will be 5 p.m.
sharp. Refreshments are
available. Further information
and tickets can be obtained at
Charlie’s Log Cabin in Oakland.

***

The recent rabbit season
which came to a close was one of
the best for Roland Tilton of
China and his superb beagle
Tillie. On one of the last days of
the season Tillie, and some sharp
shot gunning by Tilton and his
hunting companions Cecil Drew
and Rick Ferran. managed a
“Triple Limit" of snowshoe hare.
The hare population was spotty
this year, both the Tilton party

AIRLINE SNACK BAR
Route 9, Beddington, Maine 04622
LOIS TENAN
HOME COOKING — GAS — DIESEL
OPEN YEAR ROUND
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

ZCTT/X

JOTUL

fisher

jX/
NASHUA
garrison

CHAPPEEb-.
(Coal)
\J

evident ally found a super cover
that particular day. Many area
hunters experienced either boom
or bust throughout the season as
unusual hunting conditions
prevailed.
***
The Pine Tree Coon. Cat and
Bear Hunters Association will be
hosting a U.K.C. Water Race.
Bench Show. Nite Huht and
some nonlicensed events on May
24. The Water Race will be held
at Linwood Stone Pond in North
Dixmont. The Bench Show
commences at 4 p.m. The Nite
Hunt entry deadline will be 8
p.m. and the Nite Hunt
registration and headquarters
will be at the Clubhouse on Route
7 in Jackson. Fees for the water
race will be $6 per hound, with a
$4 tab on Bench Show entrants.
An $8 entrajice fee will be placed
on all the Nite Hunt Competition
Hounds. Trophys will be offered
to the winners in all events.
Refreshments will be served at
the grounds and a free breakfast
is offered for participants in the
Nite Hunt. Further information
can be had by contacting Lloyd
Mitchell. Club President at 5683624 or 948-2959.
***
Bear hunting commences state
wide on May 1. Although there

has been much debate about the
methods employed in hunting the
bruin, it appears to this writer
that no other methods are
suitable. Sure a few deer hunters
stumble on a bear or two each
year, or have one driven onto
them by another party, but very
few if any are bagged by people
out “still hunting" the wilds of
Maine stalking bear alone. The
bear which are report idly taken
in this manner come from old
apple orchards.. or perhaps on
selected beech ridges, both of
which are naturally baited areas!
Our present methods of
hunting bear over baited areas or
by the use of hounds should not
be judged by those who have not
experienced these methods. One
simply doesn't just throw some
garbage in a likely looking spot in
bear country, build a stand and
expect success. To bag a bear,
several areas must be baited.
The bears will hit some in time,
but some may never be touched.
The type of bait used does
matter. Trial and error here will
indicate what bait works best. If
a bear is coming to a bait, a stand
must be built. The stand has to
be comfortable enough to sit in
for long hours. It also must be
built so the hunter, when ap
proaching his stand does not
cross the path in which the bear
is approaching the bait. If he
does, the bear will smell the
human scent and vanish before
ever being sighted.
Now. let's assume you have an
“active" bait, one which is being
worked by a bear, and your
stand is all in order. The odds are

OLD MILL CAMPGROUND

THE
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So. just to quell those un
founded opinions of the baiting
method of bear hunting, try it
once before you criticize. You
may beat the odds and get your
bear, but the chances are the
minges and blackflies will enjoy
the hunt more!
And hunting black bear with
hounds is even easier? This
writer has been at it for five
years with his own hounds and
has yet to tree a bear alone with
a pack that contains in it a nite
champion coonhound! Null’ said!!

on Moosehead Lake
Open All Year—RV and Tent Sites
Housekeeping Cabins-Store-Gas-Boats
Docking, Boat Storage

COMFORTER |
CAWLEY-LEMAY
THERMO-CONTROL I

k

still in favor of the bear. First,
bear are nocturnal, and a
majority of baits visited are done
so after legal shooting time.
Secondly, bear come to bait best
in May and early June which is
the height of the black fly and
mosquito season. Ever try to sit
absolutely still for several hours
in t he woods at this time of year?
Thirdly, the bear itself is
positively elusive. When they
approach a bait, they test the
wind, circle the bait al a distance
several limes, coming in closer
wilh each pass. Those who have
never hunted bear can equate
this to a wily flock of black ducks
circling repeat idly out of range
for what seems like hours. The
bear is a master of this
technique. This, along with buck
fever, is why many hunters miss
bear at baited stands each year.
It is also the reason many
professional bear guide's
guarantees involve only the
placing of a sport over an active
bait. No matter what the
professionals claim in their ads.
the average bait hunter has a
25% chance or one in four of
getting his bear even wilh an
active bait.

Are You Ready
for the great fishing
atSebecLake?
Fishing will be tops starting Mid-May till early June
for Togue.

Maine Bobcat
Harvest 332
Preliminary harvest figures
for the 1979-80 bobcat season
have been compiled by the Maine
Fish and Wildlife Department.
Fish and Wildlife Com
missioner Glenn H. Manuel
announced a statewide total of
332 bobcats were taken by
hunters and trappers, with the
highest harvest occurring in
central and eastern Maine.

Manuel said that the
satisfactory harvest supports his
denial of a season extension
requested by hunters due to poor
conditions early in the season.
Late snows gave hunters almost
ideal conditions during the final
two months of the open season.

Call Jerry or Burt Packard

PACKARD’S CAMPS
Sebec Lake, Maine

There are only nine species of
snakes in Maine. The most
common are garter snakes,
which surprisingly grow up to
four feet.

IN STOCK

Tel. 207-997-3300
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Fri. ’til 8 P.M.

The last authenticated case of
a rattlesnake being captured in
Maine occurred in 1860.

May 1980

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

Page 25

John’s Salmon Trolling Secrets?
Northern
Aroostook
John Holub
Westfield 04787

Immediately after ice-out
everyone seems to catch fish. All
return with a silver side, or two.
or three. Maybe even a deep
bodied trout will come to net.
Fish seem to be caught
everywhere. Life is good because
all the thousands of dollars in
vested in tackle and equipment is
paying off. You bring home the
bacon. You're a hero.
But. what about the many
other times? Those times when
there were no strikes.
And yet. if you fish the same
lake long enough you’ll come in
contact with an angler who is
apart from the rest, an individual
whose stringer seems always to
be over the side, evidence that a
fish or two is attached. This
happens to this fellow with
regularity. Unable to control
your curiosity any longer, you
maneuver your boat parallel to
his and edge up but keeping a
respectful distance. You hail,
ignoring his stringer. He
responds by lifting same. There
it is! A gleaming salmon
weighting 4 pounds! You smile
and say its a nice fish, envious
to the dark depths of soul. You
continue the conversation,
pulling from him secrets
necessary to catch a fish like the
one on the end of that stringer.
Finally the knowledge is yours.

Budworm
Spraying
Schedule

The Maine Forest Service
anticipates this year’s spruce
budworm spraying will occur
between May 20 and June 20.
Preliminary spray block mapping
indicates that approximately
1.46 million acres will be treated
with Sevin-4-0il (carbaryl) and
200,000 acres with Bacillus
thuringensis (Bt).
The Maine Forest Service
understands that sportsmen who
may be making plans to be in the
spray area have a special interest
in knowing when and where
spraying will take place. An
approximate spray schedule by
region is as follows:
May 20th-May 28th — Eastern
Maine and along the Penobscot
River south of Millinocket.
May 28th-June 15th — Central
Maine, Baxter State Park and
Moosehead Lake Regions.
June lst-June 20th — St. John
and Allagash River regions,
northern Maine and mountains in
Western Maine.
Sevin-4-0il will be used in
areas where access can be
monitored by checkpoints. All
checkpoints will be posted with a
spray advisory. Sportsmen
planning to fly into the area may
obtain information at any airport
or float plane base in northern
Maine.

As you move away you note the
trolling speed of his boat.
Now, with your back to him.
you change over and follow his
instructions to the letter. He
used the following: a large
streamer, two medium split-shot
attached to the leader, about 70
yards of line out. You put a
streamer on. line out. adjust the
motor to a slow speed, and at
days’ end-nothing! You were
tricked, but how?
Let’s go back and see what
happened. First, you did well to
approach this fellow. Yes. it was
good to gather the information
he gave. But it was a no-no to use
this information literally. The
information given was correct
but it was in code. In code!
Now. let’s examine the in
formation given you. First, the
size and color of the streamerlarge. dark and only a single
streamer to the line. Translated
this means a small, sparsely tied
streamer, light or bright in color,
two streamers on the line not

one. To play it safe, tie on one
bright and one somber in color. A
long line really means about 20 to
30 yards. He mentioned 2 split
shot which means deep trolling.
Don’t believe it. Put no weight
on your line. His fish was caught
just below the surface. Finally,
his trolling speed was reduced
for your benefit. Troll fast.
This code is known only to a
few. Now you know it too. With
this knowledge you will note a
change in your attitude toward
others while out on the lake. As a
result of this knowledge there
will come a time when, with
heavy stringer tapping gently on
the side of your boat, another
boat will slowly and reverently
approach.
Finally, there is something of
value I wish to make part of your
ever-expanding storehouse of
knowledge concerning fishing
our waters, especially as relates
to salmon. As you load the boat
in the early morning light, with
the mist covering the calm

water, push off from shore and
standing with feet apart, call.
“Here fish!” three times. This
ritual is a sure-fish getter.
Guaranteed-.
The fisherman I described
above appears on every lake in
every section of this country.
Although I do have a particular
individual in mind. I shall not
mention his name. However, the
accompanying illustration is
clearly a sketch of him. Look for
his silhouette on the horizon.
Then, when you think you’ve
found your man. ease up slowly
and reverently.
***
Despite my slow learning
abilities I have found a few basic
truths while fishing Aroostook
County waters.
To be sure, nothing is certain

in this life and the following
should be read with this in mind.
Small tandem-hooked
streamers tied sparsely work on
salmon and trout. Popular
patterns include: gray ghost,
supervisor, red and white
bucktail. McNally special, frizzly
king, to name a few. A fast tioll
is better than slow.
In early spring trolling near
the surface seems best. It's legal
to have two rods out per angler.
So a long troll and short troll is
good.
The floating Rebel and Rappala are good solid lures that
take many fish. Silver models
about three inches long are fine.
A red and white spoon will at
tract fish too. These spoons are
heavy and are best trolled slowly
later on in the season. Good luck.

Quality Flies • Fly-Tying Materials
Rods • Reels • Tackle • Rod-building Kits
Specialized
Material Service by a
Professional Tyer
• Free Catalog on Request*

SclcHe 6
BANGOR FLY AND ROD WORKSHOP
303 BROADWAY
BANGOR, MAINE 04401
(207) 945-5587

-Flies for Bangor Salmon Pool
-Large selection of Atlantic Salmon Flies
-Everything you need to tie Atlantic Salmon
Flies
-Large selection of casting and trolling
streamers
-Custom line of Graphite and Borongraphite rods
-Complete selection of Rod building
Materials and Kits

Retail • Wholesale
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|
VALLEY
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GUN SHOP |

Ammo, Reloading Tools, & Components
COMPLETE GUNSMITHING — Factory type reblueing,
stockwork, repair, sight work, etc.

JERRY GRENIER
RFD #3
Box 309A
Wiscasset, Maine 04578
TELEPHONE 207-882-5506

WANTED
WHITE BIRCH
HARDWOOD PRODUCTS CO.
GUILFORD, MAINE
Contact: Fred Street, 876-2205

3 & 6 Pass. Seaplanes
Jet Ranger
4 Pass. Helicopter Ser.
Cessna 185 and
DeHavilland Beaver
Seaplane Instruction
Canoe Rentals

Folsom Air Service
Allagash & St. John River Flying
Fly-in Camps
New and Used Aircraft Sales
Canadian Charter Trips

Greenville, Maine 04441
Tel. 207-695-2821

Tel. 207-465-3921
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HUNTING —
— FISHING
ARCHERY —
— CAMPING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
VISA and Master Charge Honored
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Sebago and Great East Hotspots
As indicated in this column last
month Sebago is expected to
produce fantastic landlocked
salmon this season and this
month will get the wagon un
derway.
April started somewhat slower
than many of us expected but
that is not necessarily any in
dication of how the whole seasoh
will fair; matter of fact it is not
any indication at all. May will be
an extremely hot month, not only
on this lake but on Great East as
well. . perhaps York county's
zenith lake trout water.
I thought it might be in
teresting to take a closer look at
these two lakes this month and
mention some of the more
productive areas where fish have
a better chance of being caught.
The maps which accompany
these words are rough and
definitely not to scale, but will
assist you in locating fish. Let’s
start with Sebago. since it will
draw more attention and
pressure than any other five
southern Maine lakes combined.
As most fishermen familiar
with the landlocks’ habits know,
the movement of smelt will tell
us where we will find action. The
inhabitants of Sebago are no
different. This month, un
doubtedly in the first week if not
in late April, the mouths of the
major tributaries will offer the
best chances for results. I have
indicated this in previous
columns, but I continue to get
letters and telephone calls
asking. “Where can I find some
action?" The answer is. “Off the
mouth of the major tributaries."
If anglers are hitting these
areas and still find it difficult to
get results, something is being
done wrong. Fortunately for our
resource not everyone is an Art
Libby, the master Sebago
salmon guide.
Off the Jordan River in the
northeast corner of Jordan Bay is
a hot spot. In this same area, the
whole shoreline from White’s
Bride north to Deep Cove is a
potential gold mine to the proper
flies. In this same vicinity, some
action may be found around
Squaw Island, although I would
not dare say it is highly active.
Some good salmon, however,
will be taken between Frye’s
Island and Raymond Neck in the
so-called “Narrows”; stick to the
mainland side for the best
results.
In the northern end of the
lake, off the Songo will be hard
hit, but there are so many boats
in that area on a good Sunday,
unless the fish are really
cooperative, one is better off
trying another section. A good
one would be off the Muddy or
Northwest Rivers; trolling in the
vicinity of the Dingley Islands
can be rewarding as well. I’ve
seen fine salmon come from the
mouth of the outlet to Thomas
Pond.
If I may again be repetitious,
action is best with a slight wind
chop, usually on the windward
shore. Some of the most pro
ductive flies include the Miss
Sharon. Green Wonder. Mickey
Finn. Senator Muskie. Gray
Ghost and Black Ghost to name a
few; all these flies are available
in tackle shops surrounding the
lake.
Now for Great East. This fine
lake does not receive the credit it
deserves. Salmon have been
introduced here in past years and
aP1'
- lunker is taken on
occasion, lake trout is the major
fishery here. Some browns are
seen as well, usually in the early
spring, close to shore.

Southern
Sebago
Al Raychard
69 Water St.
Saco 04072

area. Mr. Eayers will be a guest
on my radio show May 9 to
discuss the bass and its problems
in Maine. Again, the broadcast is
on station WIDE. 1400 on the
AM dial each Friday evening
between 6:30 and 7:00.

It is lake trout which have
surprised many Great East
anglers in, recent years. They
have grown to respectable size,
some up to 10 pounds and they
draw an increasingly larger
crowd each year. The most
popular tactic is to troll metal
hardware and live bait on the
edge of drop-offs and in deep
holes; lead-core line is often
needed and Dave Davis or Les
Davis spinners are helpful.
In May. the togue are apt to be
closer to the surface or closer to
shore and anglers should not
overlook these areas. As you
leave the boat landing, stick
close to the right-hand shore
about 200 yards off; it’s between
30 and 60 feet deep in this area
and you may find some action.
Another potential tactic, is
trolling in a figure “8" fashion
(see map) in the big open area of
the lake. Some of the deepest
holes are in this area and some
fine lakers have been taken.

To change the subject a bit. I
recently met a gentleman, Mr.
Wes Eayers of South Portland,
who is greatly concerned about
the future of the striped bass
along the Maine coast. Mr.
Eayers is a member of the Maine
Citizens Advisory Council on
Striped Bass and he is looking for
imput from interested fishermen
along the entire Maine coast
concerning this species. This socalled Council or Committee is
only one of eight along the
eastern seaboard which hopes to
work with respective depart
ments of marine resources to
study the striped bass and assure
its presence.

Mr. Eayers is looking for
information from fishermen.

charter boat operators and tackle
shop owners on the availability of
fish last year compared to
seasons past, size of fish caught,
regulations needed to protect the
species and any ideas concerning
regulations and management.
Mr. Eayers also hopes to get
enthusiasts together in the
future to discuss these problems
and ideas.
Drop him a note at 731 Sawyer
St., South Portland, Maine
04106. For those of you in the

GRIGNON'S
TAXIDERMY STUDIO
Reimond Grignon, Taxidermist
Life Size Mounts
From Bear to Squirrel
Game Heads, Rugs,
Fish, Birds

RFD No. 1, Box 428, US Route 2
Pittsfield, Me. 207-487-2754
Visitors Welcome

“Taxidermy In Motion’’

I will be traveling to Penn
sylvania to hunt wild turkey the
first week of this month. I’ve
been invited down by a gen
tleman I met while bobcat
hunting this past winter.
Hopefully, I will learn how
challenging these magnificent
birds are to hunt and try to
understand why our own state

Moose
River

does not further enhance its own
turkey program; if Vermont can
do it. we can!

The best method for con
sistently harvesting Maine
grouse is by driving them to
other hunters on stands. One or
more hunters go to places
flushed grouse usually fly, and
one or more other hunters drives
out a piece. A retrieving dog is a
good idea for this sport. Long
shots are fairly common, and this
results in more cripples. Un
fortunate but true.

Moosehead
Lake

LINCOLN’S CAMPS
MODERN HOUSEKEEPING CABINS • BOATS • MOTORS
TACKLE • BAIT

For Further Information Call: TINY & ELEANORE THOMAS

Tel*
ici. 207/534-7741
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B&L ARCHERY

RFD #2 Cummings Rd.
So. Portland, ME
Tel. 773-6027
1 Mile From Maine Mall

Mon.-Fri. 5 p.m.-10 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
WITH OVER 10 YRS. SUCCESSFUL
BOWHUNTING EXPERIENCE TO ASSIST
THE HUNTING ARCHER
Jennings Full Service Dealer

Custom Aluminum & Cedar Hunting Arrows
With Vanes or Feathers
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Penobscot Salmon, Time Will Tell
By Roger D’Errido
From the Bangor Salmon Pool
to the Veazie Dam, anglers were
asking the question, “where are
the salmon, when is the big run
going to start?”. By mid-June the
Atlantic Salmon Biologists still
felt that the main run was still to
come. The answers as to what
happened to the saimon in ’79 can
not be answered, at least not yet.
Let’s look back at the rod
counts starting with the
reopening of the Penobscot
Salmon in 1975: 1975, 52; 1976,
52; 1977, 182; 1978, 344; and
1979, 129. Obviously, 1978 was
an exceptional year. Many
anglers, who had fished for the
Penobscot Salmon before their
annual migrations had stopped,
claimed, that after every good
run, a poor or average season
would follow. Checking back in
the old record books reveals this
fact holds fairly true.
From the last week in April to
the first week in July, fishing the
Penobscot from the Bangor
Salmon Pool to the Dickson Pool
practically every day of the ’79
season, no one, including this
writer, was seeing the numbers
of rolling leaping salmon that had
put on the fantastic show during
’78. 'However, one exceptional
catch was recorded on June 10th.
Freeman Forbes Jr., Falmouth,
Maine, after a 45 minute fight,
landed a 19 pound, 37 inch,
(length). Atlantic Salmon.
Freeman used a home tied
cosseboom salmon fly. This 19
pounder is a modern day record
for the Penobscot River (Bangor
Salmon Pool). The salmon also
gave Freeman the first place
gold medal award in Trout
Unlimited’s Sunkhaze StreamPepsi Cola fishing contest.
On June 24th, while fishing the
Dickson Pool, I witnessed the
taking of three salmon by two
anglers. The first angler to luck
out was Dave Worcester.
Brewer, Maine. Dave had
already entered four salmon in
the records during the earlier
part of the season. That evening,
after Dave was sure the salmon
was well hooked, he handed his
rod to his son so he could ex
perience the feel of the fight.
Dave’s son is about nine years
old and the expression on his face
was to much for words. Dave
released that salmon and to this
writer it was a beautiful way for
a father to show his son the
meaning of conservation. The
second angler was Ron
Newcomb, also of Brewer. Ron
doubled that evening fishing
from his canoe with his daughter
Jane, and definitely feels that
she is his good luck charm. Ron is
a very serious Atlantic Salmon
angler, tying his own flies, some
of which he sells commercially.
Ron closed out his season with
four salmon. Dave’s salmon and
Ron’s first both took the same
pattern fly, a cross between a
Colburn Special and a Bear Hair.
Ron developed this fly and calls
it, Dixon Bear, tied on a number
2 salmon hook. The only
variation between the two flies
was the underwing, Ron used
insect green hackles.
My frustration was growing
with each salmon I watched
taken from the Penobscot. Again
I questioned my ability, what am
I doing wrong? Whether or not
fellow angler, Bob Ent’s
suggestion, (to use smaller flies
and lighter leaders) was the trick
that changed my luck on July
1st, is hard to say, but it did
work.
It was 5:30 a.m., on that still
summer morning as I positioned

A Penobscot
D’Errico photo)

River

my canoe on the outside of a slick
at the Dickson Pool. Dropping
anchor and picking up the 9 foot
4V4 ounce Orvis Graphite rod I
started casting. Using a 9 foot
knotted, tapered leader, with a
7*/z pound tippet with a number 6
Orange Blossom carefully tied
on. Placing the fly on the shore
side of the slick and letting it
swing through to the outside
leaving it hand in the current
before picking up and casting
again. It’s the same method an
angler would use casting from
shore except you are casting
from a sitting position.
It was about 6 a.m. and three
anglers were now rotating the
same pool I was working but
from the shore side. Seconds
later the first strike was a
vicious, slashing take. Salmo
Salar was stripping line and
backing faster than any other
salmon I had hooked. Applying
as much pressure on the outside
of the reel spool as I dared,
wouldn’t slow him down. In a
series of runs and leaps, this,
“King of the Game Fish", had
taken almost half of the 200

Atlantic

salmon.

(Roger

yards oi micron backing. While
trying to regain the backing, the
foremost thoughts that ran
through my mind was. how, in
blue blazes do you pull anchor,
while fighting the salmon, and
you are all alone in the canoe.
Again my mind flashed pictures
of other anglers taking salmon in
the same situation. Of course,
pull the anchor with one hand,
each time you let go of the rope,
and anchor pully rig snubs it,
continue this one hand pull until
the 25 pounds of boom chain,
(used for an anchor), is clear of
the river’s surface. This all has to
be done as fast as possible to be
able to keep control of the fish
and prevent the current from
carrying your canoe down river.
With the anchor up and locked
I grabbed an oar with one hand,
took 3 couple of pulls, switched
hands with the rod and took a
couple of more pulls with the
other oar, until finally reaching
shore. Regaining most of the
backing, we started down river.
Another fantastic run, again
most of the backing is gone. Six
to eight jumps and 15 minutes

later, fellow angler George
Hayes, Brewer, slipped the net
under the 10-pound. fairly bright
salmon.
Two hours later, anchored in
just about the same place,
another slashing strike. This
time a number 6 Blue Charm was
the offering. The second salmon
didn’t put up a fraction of the
fight the first did. The bright
ness was gone showing that this
fish had spent some time in the
river. After a quick length
measurement and the taking of a
scale sample, I released him. The
report on the scale samples
showed that the first salmon,
from 136 scale samples, there
were four wild fish, and this fish
was one of the four. The other
was a two year hatchery smolt,
unmarked, released in the
Penobscot River spring of ’77.
Both fish were in their fifth year
of life on their maiden spawning
run.
Some anglers who had taken
salmon during the ’78 season,
waited for the water tem
perature to reach the mid to
upper 70’s when they had their
best fishing. It wasn’t a good
move, on August 14th, due to the
small numbers of Atlantic
Salmon in all Maine salmon
rivers, the Atlantic Sea Run
Salmon Commission closed the
season. During a conversation,
(prior to the closing), with Joe
Floyd (member of the com
mission) it was his feeling that if
an error was made in the early
closing, that it was on the side of
the salmon. Many anglers, in
cluding this writer, agreed with
the commission’s decision.
Back before migrating Atlantic
Salmon stopped their annual
runs, the old Penobscot Salmon

Club record books show a cut-off
date in the middle of July. I’m
not sure if this cut-off was a law
or not, but maybe they had the
right idea, an early closing to
protect the spawners.
Another theory that has
evolved because of the smaller
run, is the possibility of the
increase in the taking of capelin
by commercial fishermen.
Capelin, as defined in McClane’s
New Standard Fishing En
cyclopedia: This smelt is almost
circumpolar in distribution and is
found in the North Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans south to Maine,
Juan de Fuca Straits, Korea, and
Norway”, and, “salmon and cod
feed on it extensively.” It sure
makes sense, with the reduction
of the total weight allowed the
commercial fishermen for
Atlantic Salmon, that they could
be taking more Capelin to make
up the difference, taking the
food fish away from the Atlantic
Salmon and the Cod hsh.
The trap count of Atlantic
Salmon at the Veazie Dam for
1979 was, 782, 278 of which were
sent to the hatchery. Ap
proximately l’/4 million eggs
were taken from the females. I
believe that is the number that
was needed to continue the
stocking program in the
Penobscot River. It sure looks
like the early closing wasn’t a
bad idea.
As I write this article, I can
not help thinking of what 1980
season will be like. Will the run
be greater than ’79? Are the
theories about the Capelin, and,
after each good run a poor ont
follows, fact or just theory. As
for myself, I wouldn’t touch a
prediction with a ten foot pole,
only time will tell.

SEBOOMOOK WILDERNESS CAMPGROUND
on Moosehead Lake - Northwest Carry
Open May 15 TEL. 207-668-5751

Housekeeping Cabins
Store, Gas, LP Gas &
Flying Service.
Campsites Also Available
on the Famous West Branch
of the Penobscot. Write

erry*s streamer /lies
p.o. box 120, stratham, n.h. 03885
“our streamers will set you reeling”

Superior Quality
Trout and Salmon Streamers
Custom Tying Service
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Introductory Assortment — $5.00
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COMPLETE DOG KENNELS
Manufactured to your specs.
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• Shipped Anywhere
• Easy to Assemble
Also strike cages for the front of
your vehicle

HARDWICK FENCE INC.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 28, Palmyra, Maine Tel. 938-2611
Visit Our Show Room in Palmyra, Maine

FISHING HEADQUARTERS
LIVE BAIT and TACKLE
• Shiners, Chubs, Earthworms,
and Night Crawlers. Blood-worms.
• Fly Tying Materials
• Pails and Traps.

THE TACKLE BOX
Route 1, Woolwich, Me.
(opposite Cumberland Farms, 1/4 mile from bridge)
(207) 442-8049
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Fri. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sun. 5 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sat. 5 a.m.-6 p.m.
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Topo Maps
Non-Resident Fishing Licenses
Largest Selection Hand Tied Flies in Maine
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Acid Rain: Will It Doom Our Trout?
By Shirley Hodsdon

Living in a sporting camp high
in Maine's Appalachian Trail
backcountry, were widely
separated from the Land of
Industrial Giants - both
geographically and
philosophically. Grateful for the
miles, we've limited our
ecological scope to litter and
logging. Not until the day
Fisheries biologists hiked into
camp with acid precipitation
news did we have to broaden
that scope.
Our visitors, shucking off
backpacks and gear, did not look
like prophets come to warn of
encroaching pollution. Nor did
the day carry a hint that our
remote world was shrinking.
Relaxing, the biologists smiled.
"Beautiful," they said.
Beautiful, we knew. For
weeks, loons had sung their
looney tunes to us alone. Moose,
lured by cool water and lush
growth, nosedived deep and
came up dripping, posing
majestically for no audience but
us sporting camp owners.
Clientele, to get to the point, was
scarce.
It was more than the pinch of
summer short gas and August
thin fishing. For a couple of years
now. even prime time fishing had
been “off", most notably at a
trout pond cupped high in the
mountain behind us. We’d
petitioned for more protective
fishing laws, but change must
await Fisheries study. The
biologists were both expected
and welcome.
Watching their faces. I was
sure they’d agree that increased
fishing pressure brought by new
logging roads demanded tighter
regulation, certainly for that one
pond.
“Hmmm.” they said, “maybe.”
Maybe? Until recently, whole
families of trout peered up
through green-crystal clarity to
challenge anglers, spooking and
darting away at the slightest
clumsiness in presenting a fly.
Now. I said, we were lucky to
spot an occasional lone grandpa.
“The pond’s crystal clear?”
they asked.
Anxious and serious. I checked
a smile at the Nixonian phrase.
“Crystal dear.” I repeated.
“Problem is.” my husband
added, “those fish can’t
reproduce fast enough to meet
the pressure.”

Testing water chemistry at a remote pond, Dr.
Terry A. Haines, leader of the UMO acid rain team,
has found industrial pollution creeping into Maine’s
wild lands.
The biologists looked at one
UMO from Columbia National
another and. like a team of
Fisheries Research Lab to direct
medicos confirming a sad
acid precipitation research
diagnosis, nodded in unison. One
toward waters where life still
of them cleared his throat.
exists. He is pleased to be in
‘‘Sounds like acid
Maine before the life-to-death
precipitation.” he said.
cycle of our lakes becomes
I was skeptical. In Maine, our
irreversible.
rain stays mainly in the rain
Citing Dr. Samuel Butcher’s
barrel. fit for drinking, and isn't
statement that there is "little
our snow pure as the driven?
cause for immediate panic about
Since that August day. I’ve
acid precipitation in Maine"
learned it is not. Biologists have
(italics mine), he agrees, "it is a
been back. With them have come
matter that should be un
geologists and botanists. Even
derstood more fully before
the feds have arrived. They are a
commitment is made to produce
knowledgeable, first-class team
increasing amounts of energy at
working out of UMO on acid
the expense of air quality."
precipitation problems in Maine.
If we are not to have later
And they’ve shattered my
panic, we must recognize that
skepticism. Acid precip is real.
any belief presenting our
We’re luckier, in Maine, than
wilderness as comfortably
most. In Norway, where three of
isolated from industrial pollution
the UMO team spent years
is a myth. Reality, for us, came
studying acid precipitation, huge
early in the UMO study. Dr.
trout and salmon kills had by
Haines deemed our crystal clear
then already occurred. Closer to
remote pond “in serious trouble”.
home. New York’s Adirondacks
This once bounteous pond,
are in the midst of a full-scale
despite four separate days of gill
acid precipitation disaster.
netting, in several locations,
Almost half the high elevation
barely produced the 10 trout
lakes and ponds there are totally
necessary for laboratory study.
devoid of fish, due to effects of
Not one young of the year was
acid precipitation. These waters,
found; nor have we been able to
in the past, have consistently
spot any young fish in later
provided some of the best fishing
months.
in the east.
Measuring acidity in our pond,
biologists found readings con
Adirondacks lakes have a lot in
sistently hovered at 5pH. Mature
common with Maine’s remote
brook trout begin to decline at
waters. All are in mountainous,
5pH. In water less than 5pH,
heavy-precipitation areas. All
some mature brook trout die.
share the phenomenon of earlyOthers lose their capacity to
spring runoff. And all areas
reproduce, and recently hatched
abound with granitic rock.
young fry are totally destroyed.
Dr. Terry Haines came to
In spring, not long after trout
hatch, acid concentrated in
accumulated snow melts all at
once
into ponds, streams and
Routes 2 & 4, East Wilton, Maine
lakes, bringing pH levels to 4 and
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lower. With summer readings up
to no more than 5 on the
acid/alkilinity scale, it’s not
surprising that no young of the
year were found at our pond.
The eerie blue-green clarity so
remarkable to all of us who saw it
had been a warning. "That
color.” explained one of the
biologists softly, “is the acid."
Three of Maine’s high
elevation ponds checked are
already at crucial acidity levels.
All are in areas rich in fishing
history and highly dependent on
fishing tourist trade. Those most
threatened are slated for indepth study by the UMO team.
Bottom core samples are being
studies; winter core samples of
snow will be taken to predict
spring runoff acidity; netted fish
are being studies to determine if
contaminating metals have been
leached by acid precipitation
from surrounding rocks.
Magnificent granite boulders
offer no neutralizing minerals,
and means for combatting acid
precip are so far short-term. In
the Adirondacks. lime has been
flown in and spread on winter ice
to neutralize spring runoff. At
Cornell, biologists experiment
with one wild strain of Canadian
brook trout that seems acid
tolerant, attempting to develop
stocking breed for waters gone
acidically sterile.
These stopgap measures are
expensive. It costs $4,000 to lime
a 100-acre pond, and liming must
be repeated ever other year.
This, combined with breeding
programs, makes the stocking
programs we bemoan look like
figurative small fry.
The only long term solution,
says Dr. Haines, is to clean up
the air. Our prevailing wind and
storm patterns bring sulfates
and nitrates far from the south
and west, where they’ve been
discharged into the atmosphere
by smoke stacks as much as a
quarter-mile high. There, like
abandoned progeny, they take
up with new companions,
traveling with the wind,
cavorting under the sun with
hydrogen and oxygen. This
chemical hobnobbing converts
them as they go. to sulfuric and
nitric acid. And by the time they
precipitate over Maine, it isn’t
raining rain you know, nor even
violets ... it’s raining acid precip.
Maine’s timber companies,
who’ve lately been taking it on
the chin, can possibly sit a round
out. One study proved a pulp
mill’s emissions so alkaline,
acidity was reduced in air up to
ten miles away. While some

authorities debate what happens
oeyond those ten miles, all agree
that critical danger drifts not
from Lewiston. Rumford or
Auburn, but from Pittsburgh.
Ohio and Detroit.
Worst offenders are cities
dense with factories, coalburners being a few degrees
worse than oil-burners. These
cities are classified by federal
standards as “attainment areas".
Loosely translated, that means
pollution in those places was so
bad, offenders had to attain a
specified reduction of pollution in
the air around them. By building
higher smoke-stacks and other
devices, they’ve “attained” that
goal. Meanwhile, high in the
atmosphere, pollution drifts, and
mountains hundreds of miles
away begin to show higher
pollution levels than the distant
sights of discharge.
Massachusetts, New York and
New Jersey, each with strict air
quality standards, have fought
back by joining in suit against
the US Environmental
Protection Agency, demanding
that attainment areas be given
standards as strict as their own.
Asked if it’s possible to keep
the air clean, most authorities
hedge their bets, but Dr. Haines
is adamant.
“It can be done." he says,
"you’ve just got to see that good
standards are set. Then see that
they’re met.”
To a skeptical government
watcher. he replies that our
government is responsive. He
urges us to test that respon
siveness. to consider all aspects
of acid precipitation, to tell our
government how we feel about
it.
If past reactions are any
criteria, what Maine sport
swomen and men will feel is
concern. Concern will encompass
more than fish. Acid
precipitation also kills algae,
diatoms and plankton, all
necessary to the diet of fish. As
the numbers of fish diminish,
animals dependent on fish for
food — loons, otter, mink — find
their food supply depleted, and
so the food chain continues. Acid
precipitation slows tree and crop
growth and damages seedlings,
as dwindling biodegrading
microorganisms create less and
less woodland topsoil. Acid
precipitation threatens all
outdoors.
Dr. Haines has cautious
words, too: "Having clean air is
expensive. Eventually it will boil
down to who will bear the ex
pense - a few or a lot."

Maverick Sq. Trading Post

Dealer in Antique Firearms
Specializing in Winchesters
Top prices paid for
fine antique firearms
Gordan V. Mank
67 Camden Street, Rockland, Me.
Tel. 594-9715

Androscoggin
Canoe and Boat Company
Rt. 133, Box 72

Wayne, Maine 04284

Wooden Canoe and Boat Repair
Custom Building
207-685-9925
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“Multiple Use” Along the West Branch
Writers have done many
stories about the Penobscot’s
West Branch. Their settings are
often below Ripogenus Dam, and
include salmon racing across
rapids and leaping above pools.
These stories never mention
swimmers and kayakers, or the
carnival atmosphere at the Big
Eddy campsight. Don’t blame
outdoor writers though. They
are fishermen. Not reporters.
And something about this river
makes us forget and forgive any
shortcoming.
Problems had developed
gradually. At first, it was
fishermen jockeying for prime
water. Subtle encounters oc
curred. Often nothing more than
a smoldering.
One soft evening in early July,
I parked my car on the road
beside Steepbank Pool. After
rigging my rod and sliding into
waders. I started down the bank.
This was eight years ago and it
was not unusual to have this pool
to myself. The Big Eddy and
Nesowadnehunk Falls were
fished heavily, but many good
pools were unfished.
A car pulled in with two
fellows from Massachusetts.
Their rods were ready and they
jumped into their waders.
There was a path through the
woods that skirted the steep part
of the bank. I used it. The other
two didn’t. They slid and
stumbled down the steepest
section because it was the
shortest way to the river.
When I came into a meadow
clearing, they were sprinting a
few yards ahead. Waders
squeaked. Vests rattled. I hoped
one would break his fly rod. But
no such luck. They just started
fishing, so I left.
They had no style. None like
four fellows from Pennsylvania
the following year. It was a
drizzly evening with fog hanging
over the river. Clouds were low
and sound really carried.
I had been fishing Steepbank
Pool only a couple minutes when
the four arrived. They used a
tactic that has become more and
more common in recent years.
Three walked into the pool below
and one above me. No one spoke
at first. The ones on each side of
me were less than ten yards
away and they began talking to
each other.
One moved closer, stopping
less than five yards away. I
should have been in a rage, but it

struck me funny. I’m 6’3” and
weigh over 200 pounds. These
people acted as if they could not
see me. and ignored me com
pletely. You’d think I did not
exist.
Fishermen from heavily
populated states have this art
down to a fine-point. When
someone is in the way — ignore
them. Pretend they’re not there
and act surprised and indignant
* if they tell you to go to hell.
This particular night had a
storybook ending. My favorite
dry fly on the West Branch has a
yellow body, and wings and
hackle tied Kornberg style.
However, the wings are wood
duck flank feathers rather than
mallard flanks, and the hackles
are mottled brown and stiff. This
fly works so often when others
fail.
While two of these clowns
were talking, a 16 inch land
locked salmon took my fly.
After several jumps. I slid it onto
the bank, removed the hook, and
released it. Not once in the entire
fight did these two stop talking
or even notice me.
They were talking about Red
Quill hatches on the Yellow
Breeches when a good landlock
took my fly. They were still
gabbing when it jumped. A
cocker for a river fish.
They stopped talking. One
began fiddling with his fly book
while the other sucked on a pipe.
After some anxious minutes, I
slid a lovely four pound plus fish
onto the bank. This was near the
end of a long fishing trip, and I
had eaten plenty of fish, both
salmon and trout. I released the
salmon and redressed my fly.
It was a still night and I
jumped when the fellow on my
right yelled. “For CHRIST’S
sake! What’re ya’ usin’?"
My heart pounded. It had been
a good fish and the fellow’s voice
had been loud, but I was quick
enough to lie. “A Grasshopper.”
I knew he was using a
grasshopper and it was hard to
keep from laughing.
“It doesn’t look like one."
“Hard to see in this near
dark."
I felt good. Really fine. Two
fish right under their rude noses.
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By Ken Allen

swimmers? Particularly in the
Big Eddy. It’s the nation’s best
landlocked salmon pool, and we
share it with swimmers.
The river is a perfect and
beautiful example of a multiple
use resource. Yet, it is bad
enough to fight with other
fishermen for space.
Roads and people have tried to

NEW — NEW

kill the wilderness in the
Penobscot’s West Branch, but
the water is huge. Awesome.
And the rolling hills overlooking
it are deceptively rugged. Like
the river, they are hard to tame.
These make us forget and
forgive.
Most of us anyway? But how
long will it all last?

--------- L.LBean---------

Home
away from
home.
Bean’s Nylon Umbrella Tents

Flame retardant, full size yet lightweight
for canoe trips and family excurssions. Sets up fast. In three sizes. With
dark green floor, light green walls,
sandstone roof and light green top fly.
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The late Ali Ballou of Win
throp originated the marabou
streamer, one of the most in
novative patterns in the history
of fly fishing.
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The Timberline 6-Man Tent
Compact and flame retardant, this
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of strong seamless aluminum
tubing with shock cords to prevent
parts loss. Measures 10 feet 3 inches by
8 feet 6 inches wide. With dark green
floor, sandstone roof and light green rain
fly. Complete weight 17 lbs. 10 oz.
$246.50. (4-Man, $151.00; 2-Man, $107.00)

RODS, REELS
• LURES
• LINE
• TERMINAL TACKLE

But, when 1 cast again and im
mediately hooked one nearly as
large as the last, well, it was too
good to be true.
After releasing that fish, it
was dark. I clipped my fly, but
before leaving, couldn’t resist
saying, “Them grasshoppers are
good flies. The best.”
No one uttered a word.
That year, or maybe the next,
a fellow would take a salmon
over seven pounds from the
Steepbank Pool, and it would win
a prize in the Field and Stream
fishing contest. That would end
the Steepbank as I first knew it.
The pool became famous over
night.
Yet, even in those days, it was
just fishermen. Lately,
kayakers, rafters, canoers. and
worst of all. swimmers, have
increased. White water nuts
bother me little. I’m one myself,
and they seldom get close enough
to bother a fly caster. But

<

— INTOWN —
AUGUSTA, ME.
182 Water St.

623-4381
Army-Navy Store

L.L. Bean, Inc.
Outdoor Sporting Specialties
Located on Rte. 1, Downtown Freeport
Only 20 minutes from Portland
Open 24 Hours a Day - 365 Days a Year
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Allagash Lake Togue Threatened
I have just returned from the
Amazon jungles of Southeastern
Colombia, South America, where
I helped manage a fishing and
naturalist lodge. The primary
species of sport fish being
peacock bass and black piranha.
Hot, wild and exotic? You bet.
but still no match for one of our
landlocked salmon taken on a
cool spring day. After four
months in the hot jungle, it sure
feels good to be back in the good
’ole state of Maine.
Winter 1979-80 has produced a
super ice fishing season in the
region. The salmon have been
running larger with many in the
three to five pound class
reported and the smel*
population appears to be in
better shape than it has been for
years. Several people have been
catching smelts through the ice
with a hook and line — a very
good sign t)f abundance. One
biologist’s comment. “The fishing
can’t get much better.”
Roger Auclair, resident
biologist for Moosehead Lake
attributes the good fishing to a
very healthy smelt population
(the primary food source of the
landlocked salmon) and reduced
fishing pressure, probably due to
the energy problem.
Fishing pressure is measured
in units called an “angler day”,
written A.D. One angler day is
equal to one person fishing for
one day. If two people fish for
five days, this would be equal to
ten A.D.’s. In 1978 there were
60,000 A.D.’s recorded on
Moosehead Lake compared to
the 1979 figure of 48,000 A.D.’s,
a reduction of 20°/o. Less people
drove to the region for fishing in

Moosehead-Allagash
John Williard Jr.
Box 81, Rockwood 04478

Bill Willard with a landlocked salmon from
Moosehead Lake. The outlook for spring fishing at
Moosehead is excellent. (John Willard photo)

Maine's Best
Maps
-DETAILED AND ACCURATEThe Atlas and Gazetteer covers the entire state in
large-scale 2-color maps that show all paved and
dirt roads, brooks, streams, ponds, lakes, moun
tains, even individual houses! Information on
fishing spots, wildlife management areas, canoe
and bike trips, and much more!

] Maine Atlas $6.95

] N.H. Atlas $6.95
] Vermont Atlas $6.95

Two-color maps of Maine's 125 best fishing lakes
include water depths, elevations, fish species, roads,
launch sites, camping areas and more! Text
includes tips for hot fishing action and a guide to
1,200 more lakes and ponds, showing location
and fish species.

1979 than 1978. Whatever the
reason, the salmon and trout
population in Maine’s largest
lake is at a very good level and
the outlook for the coming season
is very good.
Anyone planning a spring
fishing trip to the region will find
the lakes in the Jackman and
Moosehead regions in fine
condition and can expect to have
enjoyable salmon and trout
fishing days.
Allagash Lake has been the
subject of intense study by our
fisheries biologists during the
past few seasons and, according
to Roger Auclair. the togue and
trophy brook trout fishing on this
wilderness lake could be in
trouble. Last season many large
togue were reported taken from
the lake, sparking fears that the
population could decline due to
fishing pressure. Due to their

| Book of Maine Fishing Maps $6.95

slow growth a large trophy sized
togue can be as much as 20-30
years of age.
Restrictions were tightened on
the lake for the winter 1979-80
season, with only February
opened to ice fishermen as
compared to the three months
last season. Biologists had hoped
that this would slow the harvest
of fish and help stabilize the
population. Due to the lack of
snow this year, fishermen had
easy access to the lake and ac
cording to Roger, the catch from
February this year almost equals
the total catch for three months
last season. Maine residents
made up the majority of
fishermen. Further restrictions
will likely be imposed in the
future to try and save the fishing
on this fine wilderness lake.
It is my feeling that more
restrictions on the harvest of our
fish here in Maine will be
necessary in the future, to insure
that we keep our fine salmon and
trout for future generations.
Most of the enjoyment of fishing
is just getting out and enjoying
the outdoors. I hope more catch
and release fishing will be en
joyed in the future with less
emphasis on a huge stringer to
take home. According to Mr.
Auclair, “The choice is clear; we
can either raise minimum length
limits on togue and reduce the
harvest or we can do nothing and
then a decade from now wonder
what happened to the good togue
fishing we used to have.”
***
Several people have asked me
about the acid rain problem
which has been discovered in
some northern New England
lakes. The rain picks up acid
materials from power plants and
industrial centers further south
and contaminates lakes and
ponds in more northerly areas
such as Maine. The lakes in the
Jackman-Moosehead region are
being monitored by a group from
the University of Maine. The
general opinion as of this time is
that the majority of the acid rain
is falling further south in the
higher elevations in south
western Maine and in New
Hampshire. Moosehead Lake and
surrounding smaller bodies of
water are in no danger of con
tamination at this time. The acid
content of the rain could con-

SCOTTY'S
FL YING

-FULL COLOR MAPSUnmatched for quality! Attractive and up-to-date. 2'x3'.

Sebago Lake Map & Guide $2.95

Moosehead Lake Map & Guide $2.95

SERVICE

Allagash/St. John River Map & Guide $2.95
Illustrated Map of the Maine Coast $1.95

ALSO FROM DeLORME PUBLISHING CO.
I The Maine Way Cookbook $3.95 Nearly 200 Maine fish and

------ game recipes.

_____ Building a Strip Canoe $7.95

Building Snowshoes $7.95

COMPLETE FLOAT PLANE SERVICE

Shin Pond
Now Booking For
Spring Fishing
& Canoe Trips

Both "Building” books include easy step-by-step instructions
and full-size patterns for 4 canoe or snowshoe designs.

| Grouse Foolish & Other Stories $7.95 By Harry Vanderweide.
Need we say more? Hardcover.

Indicate quantity of each item desired in appropriate boxes. En
close $1.00 per order for shipping. Maine residents add 5% sales
tax. Clip this ad and mail with check or money order to:

DeLorme Publishing Company
Box 81E, Yarmouth, Maine 04096

Closest Flying Service to the
Head Waters ot the Allagash

Patten, Maine
OUTFITTING
HUNTING - FISHING
CANOE RENTALS
Non-RESIDENT LICENSES
CHARTER SERVICE
FLIGHT INSTRUCTION
Northern Maine woods Permits

Scott and Louise Skinner
Scotty’s Flying Service
Box 256 S
Patten, Maine 04765
[207)528-2626

taminate a lake to the point
where fish would begin to die. A
serious problem for some lakes in
New York.
♦♦♦
The spruce budworm spray
program will be carried out once
again in northern Maine with
several million acres slated for
spraying. Although the Federal
Government has decided to get
out of the program, the Federal
Environmental Protection
Agency will be in the region
monitoring critical areas near
lakes and ponds as well as near
rivers and streams. Monitors will
be placing spray cards in these
areas which will detect whether
or not the spray is contaminating
our waterways. There is no
question in my mind that con
tinued spraying is endangering
the whole ecology of our woods
and waters. Only time will tell.
Moosehead-Allagash Notes
Charlie Marshall, our local
game warden, tells me that the
deer herd in the region has
wintered very well with the
outlook for a healthy fall
population very good. Charlie
attributes their good health to
the mild winter with little
snowfall. Many deer did not even
yard up this past winter.
The Moosehead Lake Vacation
and Sportsman Association was
revived this past winter. The
association will be primarily
involved in promoting the area
and running community ac
tivities. They will begin their
Spring activities with a
Moosehead Lake fishing derby
over Memorial Day weekend
running from May 23 through
May 26, with prizes awarded at 5
p.m., May 26, in Rockwood. For
information write: Moosehead
Lake Sportsman Association.
Rockwood, Maine 04478.
The third annual Bud Leavitt
Anglers Open on Moosehead
Lake will be held on Sunday,
June 1 which will end with a
weigh in and dinner at 6:00 p.m.
in Greenville. For more in
formation write: Moosehead
Wilderness Association,
Greenville, Maine.
Jack Heggarty of Jackman
reports that due to an early
spring and a healthy bear
population we should expect a
good hunting season this year in
the region.
This column represents the
Moosehead-Allagash region. I
would like to encourage people
who have information and stories
about experiences in the region
to write. This will help me to
report more fully what is hap
pening in this vast area.
I think I’ll sign off and get
ready for some fine spring
canoeing, kayaking and salmon
fishing.

One secret to fly fishing
success is common sense. Ap
proach a water carefully as if you
were stalking a deer. Make
careful, accurate casts. Use the
lightest tippet possible. And,
finally, match the artificial to the
natural in size, silhouette, and
color scheme. The common sense
approach.
Maine hunters buy more 30-06
■ bullets and rifles than any other
caliber, including the timehonored 30-30.

May 1980

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

Page 31

Fine, Flavorful, Family, Fun Fish
By BOB CRAM

The sun was setting and the
surface of Ambjejeus Lake was
darkly opaque; as smooth as a
pane of glass. I was becoming
nervous because within half an
hour darkness would settle in
and we’d have to head for shore.
Brother Steve and I had driven
here after work for an evening’s
fishing and so far we weren’t
doing so hot.
We were stillfishing, our lines
hanging over the side of the boat
and at irregular intervals we
would vary the depth of our
lures. I began reeling in line to
check my bait and halfway to the
boat there was a gentle nudge at
the hook. Unconsciously. I set
the hook and the tip of my pole
bent over in a pronounced arc. A
minute later I lifted aboard a
white perch of about a pound.
"About five feet down.” I said
to Steve, and he adjusted his line
accordingly. It was like the
starting gun at a race track. We
tied into fish simultaneously and
by the time darkness curtailed
fishing we had 25 nice perch
flopping in the fish box between
the boat seats.
This experience isn’t unusual
in perch fishing, in fact it’s
almost always the rule. These
fish have three big plusses going
for them.
They are school fish and
voracious feeders. Where you
fine one. you’ll likely find a great
many more and they're not
difficult to catch.
There is no bag limit on white
perch in Maine, owing to the fact
they are very prolific. In some of
the smaller lakes in the state
they become so overpopulated
that feed is drastically reduced.
The result: stunted growth and
population decline.
The third plus is that white
perch are one of the best tasting
of all fresh water species. That's

White perch fishing makes a fine family outing.
(Harry Vanderweide photo)
feature makes them good sub
just my opinion but I’m not
jects for a family fishing trip.
alone.
Necessary tackle need only be
White perch are not true
your favorite spinning or spin
perch, but closely akin to the
casting outfit rigged with small
white and yellow bass and the
spinners or tiny gold or silver
ocean dwelling striped bass. A
spoons. The old reliable ear
great many waters in Maine
thworm makes an excellent bail.
contain large populations of
Remember that white perch
white perch and they are a
have relatively small mouths so
resource which more people
large hooks are out of place.
should take advantage of.
White perch spawn in June
As I’ve said, white perch
and it’s the best time to catch
aren’t difficult to catch and this

ILogjionies]

some big ones. Fish just off shore
from a feeder stream where the
bottom begins to shelve from the
shallows into deeper water.
Large males will cruise this area
while the females are in the
shallow water on the spawning
beds. During this time they are
usually feeding at every op
portunity and it’s a good time to
put some big ones on the
stringer.
Later on they move into
deeper water and it’s a more
difficult task to locate a sizeable
school. It is another charac
teristic of white perch that given
schools seem to group generally
according to size. If you catch a
large fish the chances are good
that the rest of the school is
made up of big ones also. Con
versely. if the first fish is small,
you can bet you're into a school of
small ones. This isn't always the
case; there are exceptions to
every rule, but it happens often
enough so that I keep moving the
boat until I finally catch a big
one. Then I drop anchor and.
sure enough. I’m usually tied into
a school of good-sized perch.
Cleaning these fish is a little
more involved than some other
species. Like bass, they have
spiney dorsal fins and scales
which have to be removed. I’ve
never found a really easy way.
The larger fish can be filleted and
this cuts the cleaning time by at
least half. One word of advice. If
you are going to fillet your fish,
scale them first, rather than
skinning them afterward as is
usually done. The skin of the
white perch has a pleasing taste
when fried and it serves to hold
the flesh together while frying.
With smaller fish it’s the old
gut ’em and cut ’em routine.
After scaling and gutting the
fish, the dorsal and anal fins

should be removed, the head
and, if .you wish, the tail, cut off.
After lightly washing in cold
water they’re ready for the pan.
(Don’t overwash any fish. Il
removes much of the flavor and
adds unwanted moisture to the
flesh.)
You can freeze while perch
and they will still taste fine
months later if you take the time
to freeze them totally immersed
in water. This preserves flavor
and freshness and makes them
less mushy if you've been lazy
and decided to freeze them whole
for later cleaning.
It’s a disturbing fad these
days that in fishing, as in hun
ting. we’ve tended to neglect our
younger people. While it may not
be much fun for youngsters to
spend hours trolling without a
nibble the faster pace of perch
fishing is ideally suited for
younger temperaments. There’s
usually plenty of fast action and
kids have the added incentive of
knowing that, besides having
fun. they're helping to put
valuable food on the table as
well. You’ll have the satisfaction
of knowing that your children are
experiencing the excitement you
enjoyed when a considerate
grownup took vou fishing as a
child.

There is an easy way to clean
trout without water. After the
body has been slit from the anal
opening to the chin and the
viscera removed, take a paper
towel on your thumb and wipe it
hard along the backbone. This
will make the cavity as clean as a
whistle, and none of the juices
will be washed away by water.

Our Joe’s Smelt Trolling Fly has been one of
the most successful flies for salmon, trout,
togue and other species. Imagine a 241/2 in.
togue caught trolling on top on Lake
Willoughby, Vt. or a 55 in. king salmon caught
in Alaska on one.

TANDEM SIZE 4 .....................................
SINGLE HOOK SIZE 4 ...........................
WEIGHTED SIZE 4 .................................
SINGLE SIZES 6-8-10 ............................

WMi
1

Box 126-L5, Groton, Vt. 05046
Tel. 802-584-3336

Box 46-L5, Kenduskeag, Me. 04450
Tel. 207-884-7000

Box 7966-L5, Louisville, Ky. 40207 Tel. 502-228-0127

$1.75
$1.50
$1.85
$1.25

NOW TYING ORA SMITH PATTERNS
NEEDLE SMELT SIZE 4
(SINGLE) .............................................. $1.95
PIN HEAD SMELT SIZE 4
(SINGLE).............................................. $1.95
PURPLE SMELT SIZE 4
(TANDEM)............................................ $1.95

OTHER PATTERNS ..... ALL WITH NATURAL
$1.75
DRESSING
We will send prepaid postage to anywhere in New
England. Maine residents please include sales tax

JOE’S
TACKLE SHOP
P.O. BOX 156
DANFORTH, MAINE 04424
TEL. 448-2909
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What Do You Do With an Eel?
By Elizabeth Slayter

“Sure I know what to do with
an eel" snorted Percy, “Cut the
line, and doggone quick. They’re
nothing but a confounded
nuisance!”
Most anglers would agree.
Eels tangle lines and plaster nets
with slime. Conk one on the
head, and it goes right on
wrasslin' round the boat. Yet
Anguilla rostrata is both spor
ting and delicious. What’s more,
it’s an extraordinary an animal as
ever swam up the Penobscot.
It’s hard to believe when you
snag one in an isolated lake, but
eels are not natives of Maine.
Each fish has traveled 2,000
miles to get here. They hatch in
the Sargasso Sea, a super-salty
zone of the Atlantic southwest
from Bermuda. The babies are
less like eels than anything you’d
imagine. They're shaped like
willow leayes and you can see
right through ’em. For a year,
these “flatheads’’ just drift.
Later, they round up into thread
like critters known as ‘glass eels’
or ‘elvers’, and then swim to
shore. In these parts, young eels
arrive any time from April until
July.
A few years back, coastal
residents were all agog over
elvers. The Japanese eat so
much eel, they can’t get enough
young ones to stock their fish
farms. When Tokyo prices hit
hundreds of dollars a pound, a
new fishery mushroomed down
east.
The boom didn’t last.
American eels infected their
Japanese cousins with new
diseases and, anyway, it isn’t
easy to ship baby fish around the
world. Dead elvers aren’t worth
a cent, in Tokyo or anywhere
else! When China started selling
elvers to the Japanese, a lot of
Maine fishermen were left with
nothing but a ten-dollar com
mercial license. Their bad luck
was probably a boon for long
term eeling prospects. In 1978,
we shipped a “mere” two tons of

elvers overseas, but that’s the
makings of ten million grown
eels, or about five times the
nation’s annual catch.
Hold an elver in your hand,
and you’ll know you're dealing
with a tough customer. These
little fish are determined to
travel way upriver. Eels go as
far inland as central Arroostook
county! They can’t jump like
salmon, but young ones will
climb straight up moist cement.
Older eels come out of the water
and wigglearound each waterfall
or dam. Oddly, only the females
keep going. Males just hang
around within a few miles of the
sea.
Elvers soon turn into little
eels. They become dark on top
and yellow underneath. Both
head and tail are pointed, so it
takes a close look to tell which
end is which. One pair of fins is
obvious. The other fins grow
together, making a thin ‘rim’ half
way around the fish.
Yes, eels are fish! They may
look like snakes, but no snake
ever had fins or slime. Eels
breathe from water too, though
they’re able to survive in air for
days. They also have scales, at
least after they’re about three
years old. Look closely with a
magnifying glass.
‘Dullsville’ is the word for an
eel’s life in fresh water. If a tasty
morsel happens to float by, they
strike out. Otherwise, these fish

Moving couldn't
be easier
with all this help!

We rent Ryder trucks. Fords. Other fine trucks.
From 12-foot vans up to trucks big enough to
swallow seven rooms of furniture.
We rent trucks with automatic transmissions.
Or Powerlift tailgates. Or handy loading ramps.
We rent protective furniture pads. Easy-to-use
hand trucks. Tow bars to trailer your car.
And we’ll give you the Ryder “Movers Guide’’
with tips on how to pack, how to load, how to
make your move as easy on you as possible.
All your move needs now is you. We’ve got ev
erything else. Call us.
Your local Ryder Truck Rental Dealer.

lurk in mud all day, and only go
hunting from sunset to midnight.
When waters turn cold, they
burrow underground for a winter
snooze. Eels often last from
November till May without
eating a bite.
Is this fish ‘bad’ for salmon
lakes? Maybe, maybe not. Eels
enjoy the eggs, for sure, but it
seems they’d rather dine on
smaller eels than young salmon.
If Bog Lake, Northfield, is
typical, the two species don’t get
together that often anyway. It
takes 60° water to get eels going,
and they’re still groggy after iceout when the salmon are active.
By summer, salmon hide in the
deep pools, w’here water stays
Sold.
After about ten years, eels are
ready to go back to their bir
thplace and spawn. First they
lose their appetite, turn silvery,
and change in ways that suit
them for deep-sea living. If
necessary, they travel overland
to get out of land-locked ponds.
The eels gather in rivers and
swim down-stream together,
always on “dark and stormy
nights”. In Maine, migrations
occur from August through
October.
Out at sea, eels disappear.
Fishermen never catch any, but
scientists have tracked a few
with beepers, and find they
really do head for the Sargasso
Sea. Last year, an expedition
combed that area with special
gear designed for collecting a
mile down. They came back with
absolutely nothing! Lots of baby
flatheads, that is, but not one
parent. No grown eels ever come
back to land, either. Still, elvers
keep on coming here, just as
they’ve been doing every spring
for the last fifty million years.
What if eels can’t escape? They
might live for years, but they
never reproduce. At least, none
ever did till 1975. Then,
Japanese biologists injected
some with hormones. Weeks
later, the fish spawned. Fer
tilized eggs grew into flatheads
just like the ones in the
Sargasso.
One way or another, eels can
be fished all year round. Summer

is the season for anglers; the
warmer the water, the hungrier
the eel. Dangle any kind of fresh
bait overboard at sunset, and
prepare to hang on! They fight as
hard as any fish in the lake.
We use live minnows on our
lines, and the eels grab ’em in a
hurry — once the light starts to
fade. Eels prefer darkness, and
spend days hidden under banks
or boulders. For an afternoon
catch, try the method Isaak
Walton described 300 years ago
in The Compleat Angler. To
“smiggle”, as Walton called it,
you lower a baited hook into
some likely spot. Any eel on hand
will bite instantly. “Pull him out
by degrees” Walton advised, for
the fish “laying folded double in
his hole will, with the help of his
tail, break all, unless you give
him time to be wearied with
pulling.”
In fresh water, eels stick close
to one territory. If an area seems
to be fished out, try a quarter
mile away. Most likely, you’ll
catch plenty. Still, shallow water
is the place to look.
Most Maine eels are caught by
trapping, which is a semi
commercial venture. “The pay is
good, and it’s fun, too” says
veteran ‘Suze’ Dennison of East
Machias. His pots, like most
nowadays, are made of wire.
They work the same as lobster
traps, but with two narrow
funnels, one inside the other.
Fresh herring and horseshoe
crab make the best bait. (It’s not
true that eels prefer rotten food!)
Dennison stores his eels in a ‘live
car’ which he hangs in a swiftly
running section of the local river.
The fish survive for weeks
without food, but they need lots
of fresh cool water.
Whenever Dennison collects
half a ton of eels, dealer Gerald
Crommett sends a tank truck
from Passadumkeag to pick them
up. As of last August, the pay
was 60-80 cents a pound, but
late-season prices reach $1.25 or
more. In Europe, live fish sell for
at least $3.
“Could a person make his
living from eels?” I asked.
Dennison doubted it. To get
enough, he told me, he’d need to
set pots everywhere from “the
Bangor River" to the Canadian
border — and each pot should be
checked daily.
Crommettis into eels full time,
but most of his fish come from
out of state. “Eels aren’t heavily
fished in Maine” he told me. “I
pick them up everywhere from
New Orleans to Nova Scotia”.
His water-cooled tank trucks go
to a warehouse near New York’s
Kennedy airport. There, the fish
are packed on plastic trays with a
chunk of ice to make ’em feel
lazy, and flown to destinations all
over Europe.
Weir-fishing used to be

BRUNSWICK
GUN SHOP
31 Bath Road, Brunswick, Maine 04011
[207] 729-8322
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90 Western Ave.
So. Portland, Me. 775-6351
76 Dutton St.
Bangor, Me. 947-6506

Ammo, Reloading Tools, & Components
•
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With most of the hunting over for awhile, now is the time to have “old
faithful” cleaned and checked over, or if it isn’t “old faithful” any
more, trade it in on one that will do the job.
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Maine’s biggest source of eels.
On a good night, 5,000 might be
caught in one trap. Nowadays,
there’s more concern for laterunning salmon. Weirs may be
operated, if at all, only before
October 15.
Winter is the season for eel
spearing. Fish coil together “by
the hogshead” under a foot of
mud, and one lucky thrust can
skewer half a dozen. Spearing is
popular in Massachusetts, where
fishermen were earning up to
$300 a day last December. Not
much is done in Maine now, but a
hundred years ago the Indians
still depended on speared eels to
get through a hard winter.
The Penobscots also trapped
eels, using basketwork ‘pots’ and
willow-pole weirs. A favorite
trapping spot was on
Passadumkeag stream, just a
few miles from Gerald Crommett’s brand new eel warehouse!
The Indians also used to poison
shallow spots with pokeberry
pulp. Stunned fish were lifted
from the water, skinned, salted,
and smoked for storage.
O.K. One more 30-inch lunker
will never make it back to the
Sargasso Sea. What now?
. . . You’ve a tasty meal coming,
but preparation can be un
pleasant. Beware of headless fish
which wiggle unconcernedly and
slices that jump right out of the
pan! But if you’re squeamish
about that sort of thing, don’t
throw the catch away. Here’s
how to make an eel “settle
down”: Bash its head in hard.
Keep your fish dry while you
land the boat. Later, steam the
meat for a few minutes before
you fillet and fry.
Eels can also be killed the
‘chemical’ way: Sprinkle the fish
with salt, put it in a pail with
water to cover, and wait. It takes
from 20 minutes to two hours,
and the slime comes off as well.
To skin an eel, nail its head to a
tree, cut all around with a sharp
knife, and grab the skin with
pliers. Once you work it loose,
the whole thing slips off like a
glove. Fishmongers just grab the
live eel and a very sharp knife,
split throat and belly, and yank
the head off backwards. The skin
comes right along. Either way, if
you’ve a mind to go striped bass
fishing, save the skins for bait.
They’re the best!
Eels used to be a Yankee
standby. Now, few Americans
will try as much as a bite. In
Europe, however, this fish is
considered a delicacy. The dish
to order in Spain, so I’m told, is
casserole of baked elvers.
Haven’t tried that one, I admit,
but it would be hard to beat plain
fried fillets. Cook them over the
campfire, in a spot of butter. Or,
marinate eel slices in wine or
vinegar, and cook slowly for an
hour or more. The bones soften,
so no filleting is needed. There
are hundreds of fancier recipes.
For a copy of The Eel Cookbook
by Roberta Poluhowich, send
$2.00 to: IFARM, University of
Bridgeport, Bridgeport, Conn.
06602.
Eel meat is sweet tasting, like
chicken or pork. It’s definitely
not fishy. Next time one of these
fish grabs your line, quit cussin’
and get ready to fix a gourmet
supper!
Atlantic sturgeon may grow to
lengths of 18 feet. They live 2030 years and a female will lay as
many as 2,000,000 eggs at each
spawning. Their spawning runs
coincide with shad and ale wives.
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Rapid River for Rapid Action
By Al Raychard

There are a number of fine
landlocked salmon rivers in
Maine. But each has their
specific periods of peak
productivity. Few are consistantly cooperative throughout

lost, but not after trying every
trick in the book. Large salmon
and brook trout are familiar
sights at Lower Dam. And when
an angler gets into a fish there he
usually has a battle on his hands.
The current is strong and sub
merged rocks assist the quarry

into the first days of August
when the stone fly arrives with
its sporadic hatches. It is this
consistent emerging quality
which makes the Rapid a highly
productive salmon and trout
water, even during times of low
water or high temperatures.

Selecting a productive
assortment of floating imitations
for the Rapid is not a difficult
job; action is usually good and
matching a specific natural is not
necessarily required. The
Fluttering Caddis tied with a

brown or black body is popular
but orange, brown, yellow and
green bodied grasshoppers are
very popular and highly
productive throughout the
season; sizes 14 through 18 are
recommended.
Of course, the Adams. March
Brown, mosquito and light and
dark Cahills produce well in the
quieter pools and along the edges
of eddies. But in the riffle and
whitewater areas the Gray Wulff
and Montana Wulff have worked
well for me; the Royal Wulff size

10 has been a killer at dusk in
these areas.
To reach the Rapid takes some
effort but the fishing is well
worth the trip. The angler must
drive to South Arm on the
southern tip of Lower Richard
son Lake and from there go by
boat five miles to reach Middle
Dam and Lakewood Lodge.
Camping is not allowed in the
immediate area or along the
river and the only overnight
accommodation is at Lake wood;
the food is great but the fishing
oppor1 unities are better.

Driving may be hazardous
to your billfold. . .
protect yourself with

AUTO CLUB
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE
the fishing season and anglers
are forced to challenge them
usually in the spring or fall.
One river, however, has a
reputation of consistency from
the day of ice out until Sep
tember 30. And although the
Rapid is not as well-known as the
West Branch of the Penobscot, it
does produce landlocked salmon
and native brook trout of ex
ceptional size and fighting
stamina. Little is ever written of
this short, but highly productive
habitat. The Rapid has every
ingredient to make it one of
Maine’s most unique salmon and
trout waters; truly, to those who
fish the Rapid it is one of the best
fly fishing areas in the state.
The Rapid River starts its
journey at Middle Dam on Lower
Richardson Lake, southeast of
■Rangeley Lake. It is roughly five
miles long, passing Pond-in-theRiver a mile below Richardson,
finally empting into Umbagog
Lake on the Maine-New Hamp
shire border. Although the
actual length of the Rapid is
short compared to other famed
salmon rivers in Maine within its
course are no less than 10 highly
productive pools and riffle areas,
all capable of liberating landlocks
between two and four pounds;
native brook trout hitting the
two pound mark are frequently
seen and in Lakewood Lodge
there hangs a 4 pound 2 ounce
fish taken in 1978.
The Rapid is a swift river and
much of the angling is restricted
to the pools and adjoining riffle
areas. The mile stretch between
Middle Dam and Pond-in-theRiver is the mostly heavily fished
section. The four pools in this
area include Middle Dam Pool,
Harbec Pool, Horsechop and
Chub Pool; all are accessible
from either Lakewood Lodge or
Middle Dam via an old tote road
and each is plainly marked.
Some fine fishing is found at
Lower Dam and the pools up
stream from Umbagog Lake.
There is Oxford and Long Pools,
Cold Spring, Smooth Ledge and
Hedgehog Pool, along with the
Devil’s Hopyard. Because of
their distance from Richardson
Lake and because of the
productive fishing found in the
upper pools these areas are
relatively neglected except for
the pool and riffle area above and
below Lower Dam, however. Of
the five holding areas between
Middle Dam and Lower Dam the
one at Lower Dam is my
favorite.
The first salmon I ever took
there was 17 inches long and
offered a battle he eventually

in his quest for freedom. It is a
ufiiquely challenging area in
which to work and a netted
salmon or trout is a prize well
deserved.
Chub Pool is a good place for
big fish. I lost a lunker there one
July after fighting him for 20
minutes but it was well worth
the effort. A set of rapids dumps
into the upper end of Chub and
action is often received by
casting to the head of the pool
and letting the imitation drift
naturally with the current; the
inhabitants of that pool accept a
fly with a powerful fury and have
a deep bottom and strong
current to help their cause.
The most popular pool along
the Rapid is at Middle Dam. It is
easily reached, allows sufficient
room to w'ork a fly properly and
produces magnificent salmon
when the other pools are slow.
Salmon seem to like the cold
water next to the dam itself, and
I have had my best luck by
standing downstream 30 yards or
so and casting into the
whitewater and riffle areas.
Middle Dam Pool is speckled
with rocks and boulders; salmon
like to lie on the downstream side
in the quiet eddies walloping a
floating imitation as it floats by.
A delicate presentation has
never appeared to be vitally
important on the Rapid, but
where the fly is placed and how it
appears and drifts “ with the
current often determine success.
It is recommended the angler
study each pool carefully,
deliberately making sure his
offerings appears as natural and
enticing as possible.
While the Rapid produces
excellent salmon and brook trout
right after ice out on wet flies
and small streamers, it is the dry
fly which is predominently fished
there. An asset the river has
going for itself is that it ex
periences dramatic emergences
of may flies, caddis and stone
flies each season. Although the
heavy hatches occur during
characteristic periods small,
mixed appearances are common
throughout the summer when
water level and temperatures
permit. Of the three important
naturals the caddis is the most
concentrated and the majority of
productive imitations represent
these and similar insects.
If things follow the normal
course the first may fly
emergence comes around the
second week of June stretching
into the first week of July or
until the appearance of the
caddis takes over. The caddis is
dominant until the end of July or

. ^utoQluba.
^XlNSURANCEA,
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When bumpers cost $200.00 or more, and fenders can run as
much as $400.00, it's easy to see that there's no such thing as a
"little accident" any more — at least from the standpoint of dollar losses.
That's why you need to make sure that your car is adequately
covered with insurance. And that you can count on prompt fair
settlement if you have a claim.
Service is what we are all about. As a subsidiary of the AAAMaine Automobile Association, we know just how important service is. We would like the opportunity to help and serve you just
as we have been able to help many other Mainers.
Get a no-obligation quote on your auto insurance so you can
compare. Isn't it time you checked us out? Call today, toll free 1800-482-7497 or 774-7807 in Portland. Or mail in the coupon.

,

........... ............ .

I Automobile Association Agency, Inc.
|
AAA Bldg., Marginal Way, Box 1488
Portland, ME 04104
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I
I

Please send me a no-obligation quotation request.
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I Name.................................................. Phone...............
|

i

*

Address............................................................................

I
I

| Town................................ State............. Zip................

I
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Be A Fox!
Save Money and Don’t Miss a
Single Issue of The Maine
Sportsman.

SUBSCRIBE
At Our Low Prices and you’ll
get the fact-filled pages of The
Maine Sportsman delivered to
your home every month.

DO IT
TODAY!
□ one year $5 — □ two years $8

NAME ________________________
ADDRESS ____________________
_________________________________ ZIP________________________
Send to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Me. 04096
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SPORTSMAN'S TRADING POST
HANDMADE KNIVES
Handmade hunting and camping
knives. Beautifully crafted of high
carbon tool steel with handrubbed
walnut or cherry handles. Send $1
for illustrated catalog. Bohrmann
Knives, 29 Portland Street, Yar
mouth, Maine 04096. 207-846-3385.

FLIES AND FLY TYING
Largest fly tying materials display in
the Northeast. Atlantic Salmon flies
specialty.
Free
catalog.
Bob
Leeman’s Trout Shop, (Tamarak
Motel) 807 Wilson St., Brewer, ME
04412.
SPORTSMEN’S DEN, INC.
Stephen Kovacs — Sumner Stowe
1805 Boston Ave., Bridgeport,
Conn. 06610. (203) 367-3564.
ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS AND AP
PRAISALS — No collection too
small or too large. WANTED: An
tique
and
modern
firearms.
AMERICAN AND ENGLISH SHOT
GUNS: Parkers, L.C. Smith, Ansley
Fox,
Winchester,
Remington,
Ithaca, etc. RIFLES: Winchester,
Sharps, Colt, Remington, Military
Rifles, etc. PISTOLS: Smith & Wes
son, Colt, etc.
We can find a home for your collec
tion.

HUNT - FISH - RELAX
HUNT.. Black Bear.. May thru Oct.
Best Ruffed Grouse hunting in the
country. Oct.-Nov. 15. Grouse Woodcock - Ducks - Geese - Deer.
Nov. FISH.. Salmon - Togue - Brook
Trout - May-Sept. RELAX...With the
Family in your housekeeping cabin
which overlooks the mountains
from the shore of beautiful Bigwood
Lake. Boats - motors - canoes - to
pomaps - license - private beach gas. SPECIAL FAMILY RATES!!!!
Call or write: Your hosts: JACK &
KATHY HEGARTY, member of
Maine Professional Guide Associa
tion, NRA, Denali Registry, Cozy
Cove Cabins,
Bigwood Lake,
Jackman, ME 04946. 207-668-5091.

LOTS FOR SALE
Northern Maine Camp lots at Upper
Shin Pond near Baxter State Park.
Excellent views of Upper Shin Pond
and mountains. Use of common
owned lake frontage. Size from 3 to
7 acres. Priced $4000 to $7500.
Financing available. Write for de
scriptive brochure. E. Henderson,
17 Wadsworth St., Thomaston,
Maine 04861.
WANTED
White tail deer antlers. Large sizes
and freaks. Send picture or descrip
tion. E.B. Shaw, Taxidermist, 55
Claremont St., Malden, MA 02148.
1-617-322-8490.
GOLDEN RETRIEVERS
LABRADOR
Coldshores Kennel is proud to an
nounce the availability of puppies
and stud service from some of the
finest internationally recognized re
triever lines available in the U.S. and
Canada. Field trial and gun dog
prospects are usually available. The
Kennel specializes in working Gol
den and Labrador Retripvers that
are sound and trainable. Before
buying or breeding contact us. If we
don’t have it, we may be able to help
you find it. DON DEVINE, COLDSHORES KENNEL, 495-2000.
WANTED
Duck hunting scull boat. K.B.
Blakely, Box 53, So. Wellfleet, MA.
02663. 617-349-246.

MONEY OPPORTUNITIES
$353.88
WEEKLY
guaranteed.
$58.90 daily. Start immediately.
Homework. Free. Mrs. Carll, Star
Route, Wytopitlock, Me. 04497.

BOOK
“FISHER TRAPPING”
BY EDWIN RECORD OF MAINE
24 pages covering the Fisher’s
habits, diet, mating, tracking, ten
different sets, care and handling of
pets, etc. This book will pay for itself
many times over. Price: $3.00 plus
50c handling. Send order to Spear
Fur Company, 3 Old Log Lane, Bel
lingham, Mass. 02019.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE ON OUR
REAL ESTATE MAILING LIST?
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CLIP AND RETURN TO LAKE STREETREAL
ESTATE, BOX 66, LINCOLN, MAINE 04457.
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THE LAST FRONTIER
Something for everyone. Bear,
deer, partridge hunting. Fishing,
vacationing, canoe rental. Boats,
motors and guides. CAMPS OF
ACADIA, Box 202, Eagle Lake,
Maine04739. Ph. 444-5207. Virg and
Jane Bogard, Prop.

RETRIEVERS TRAINED
Retrievers trained to your hunting
or field trial needs. First rate BLACK
OR YELLOW LABS AT STUD. Any
one is welcome to come watch us
train. Pups available. Dave Mosher,
SUGARFOOT KENNEL, Burnham,
ME 04922, 207-948-2582.

A.K.C. BASSET HOUNDS
Excellent hunting strain. Pups,
adults, fine studs. Oswegachee
Basset Hound Kennels, Rt. 2, Box
99A, Fairfield, Maine 04937.

BEAR HUNTERS
Now booking parties for 1980. Bear
hunts over baited areas. Also will be
guiding for moose hunting. Send
for pamphlets. John G. York, How
land, Maine 04448.

U.K.C. NITE CHAMPION
BLUETICK COONHOUND AT STUD
Proven sire of quality treehounds.
Dick Drysdale - 465-7801.
VON SEYON
GERMAN SHEPHERDS
STUD SERVICE available. TOP
CHAMPION BLOODLINES. (Ameri
can & German) Very promising litter
due in April. Call Farmingdale eve
nings. 582-1684.

BAMBOO FLY RODS BUY, SELL, TRADE
Send S.A.S.E. for sales list of quality
cane rods plus price schedule for
rod restoration service. Arthur
Taylor, Lee, Maine 04455-738-2450.
PLEASANT POINT CAMPS
Fish the Debsconeags. In Mt.
Katahdin’s shadow. Boats on 4
lakes. Stream and remote pond fish
ing. Registered Maine Guide on
premises. Flies expertly tied. Sal
mon, togue and trout. Reasonable
rates. Call or write: Hal Ware, R.F.D.
#2, Sebago Lake, Maine 04075. Tel.
642-2757.

FLY TYING MATERIALS
Some in bulk, free price list. LeHay’s
Fly Fishing Shop, 57 Town & Coun
try Pk., Milford, New Hampshire
03055.

FOR SALE
South shore Rangeley Lake log ca
bin, 13 acres, 800’ shore front.
Mortgage assist possible. Contact
mail only. Emil Raatikainen, San
ford, ME 04073.
SUMMER RENTAL
North Lubec — 6 room 1795 Cape
with partial view of ocean. Full bath,
hot water. 15 minutes to Roosevelt
International Park, golf course.
Barnes, 2 Broadway, Machias, Me.
255-4740.

FOX IN FIVE
Nine Years of Trial, Error and Hard
Work.
Double
your
catch.
GUARANTEED. Write now MYLES
A. JONES, 384 Twin Lane So., Wan
tagh, NY 11793.

Advertise FREE or at Low Cost
You can tell 40,000 Maine and out-of-state
sportsmen what you have to buy, sell or trade.
The Maine Sportsman Trading Post has brought
results to hundreds of satisfied readers.

We offer free classifieds of not more than 20
words to subscribers on a one-time basis. This
offer does not extend to full or part time
businesses.

For non-subscribers and businesses the
minimum rate is $3.50 for 20 words or less. For
over 20 words, add 15 cents per word. Payment
must be made with your order.
The Maine Sportsman also offers low-cost
display advertising. For more information on the
Sportsmans Trading Post or other advertising
rates, call or write: The Maine Sportsman, Box
507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096. Telephone
846-9501

Place my ad in the Sportsman’s Trading Post as Follows: [Print or type]
Buy ad for 12 months, get one month free! Deadline 15th of month.

Mail to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
[Make checks or money orders payable to The Maine Sportsman]

1980-81 FEDERAL
DUCK STAMP PRINT
Richard Plasschaerts “Mallards in
Flight” $135.00, framed $175.00.
Wildlife Gallery, 172 Bedford St.,
Stamford, CT 06901.
SPORTING CAMPS
Located on excellent salmon and
trout lake in Rangeley region. Cur
rently operating with impressive
net. Over 20 buildings in all.
$165,000. Write: P.O. Box 11,
Rangeley, ME 04970.

~

FOR RENT

Moosehead Lake front camp, pri
vate, spectacular view, use of
canoe, sleeps 6, between Squaw
Mtn. and Rockwood. $175/week.
(207) 465-2091.
FOR SALE
Started coonhounds — bluetick,
Walker, male, redbone coonhound.
Field trial bred beagle, male 10 mos.
Out of Fd. Ch. Lyman Joe. Tel. 8464381.
FULL OR PART-TIME
Couples and individuals for busi
ness of your own. Local Amway dis
tributor trains you for a splendid
opportunity. In Augusta area call
622-3265. In Lewiston area call
782-7444.

BRITTANY PUPS
FOR FIELD - FOR SHOW
FOR WATER
Sire: Burtrex of Waterton. 1977
winner Open Derby Stake MBDCI.
Burt is a versatile breed, skillfully
handling
upland
game
and
waterfowl. Dam: Ernestina of
Waterton. Aggressive bird dog. Her
sire was Timberdoodle Sandy, the
only brittany to win Maine Wild Bird
Trial and a winner of seven field
trials. Pups (7 M and 2 F) were
whelped 3/24/80. Genetically excel
lent stock. Call Levant, Maine, 8847448. Sire and dam are on premises.

WANTED
20’ Grumman double ended canoe used. Jack Alzapiedi, Pilgrim Rd.,
Clinton, MA 01510. Tel. 617-3652988.
WANTED
Duck hunter wants purchase
waterfront property with 40 or more
acres - land only. Write: J. Bock,
3313 S.E. 1st Ave., Cape Coral,
Florida 33904.
BIRD HUNTERS
We have a litter of German Shorthaired Pointers whelped 3-18-80.
They are the result of generations of
selective breeding to ensure bold
and birdy dogs that will be ready to
hunt this fall. All our dogs are
natural retrievers, have a strong de
sire to please, and loving disposi
tions. AKC registered. Call (802)
775-2521 or (802) 492-3538 after 5
p.m.
TANNING
HOME tanning of Leathers, Furs.
135 pp. S.A.S.E. for information or
$5.95 postpaid. Mowatt Fur Corp.,
P.O. Box 246-1, Brewer, Maine
04412.

WOODED CABINSITE FOR SALE
Wooded acre cabinsite in one of
Maine’s best hunting and fishing
areas. Sacrifice for $1,500. Excel
lent investment. Write or call for
complete
information.
Owner:
Francis Adamo, 71 Water St.,
Lubec, Maine 04652. 207-733-8884.

LAKE STREET REAL ESTATE
5 LAKE STREET BOX 66
LINCOLN, MAINE 04457
OFFICE PHONES 1-207-794-8539;
1 -207-794-2460 OPEN MONDAY TO
SATURDAY 9-5. Home phones:
Pam - 738-4741; Beth - 794-8539;
Laurie - 738-4151; Carleton - 7942460; Peter - 732-3774; Sharon 794-3370; Mary - 794-6784.
5.4 acre lot on beautiful Mattawamkeag River.
West Lake — Furnished two bed
room camp with loft. Furnished.
8.4 acres with 370’ on road. Deeded
right of way to Mattawamkeag
River. Five miles to Wilderness
Park.
Weston — 40 acres with beautiful
view. Over 1000’ road frontage.
Lincoln-Mattanawcook Lake —
Three room camp on wooded two
acre lot. Secluded. $10,555.
Lincoln-Little Narrows Lake — Fur
nished 14 x24’ camp on leased lot.
Private. $5000.
Lincoln-Little Narrows Lake — Two
room modern camp on leased land.
$10,000.
Enfield-Cold Stream Pond — Two
bedroom camp with boathouse and
sleeping camp. Sleeps ten. $23,900.
Lee-Silver Lake — Two bedroom
camp on sandy beach. Private loca
tion. $9500.
Danforth-East Grand Lake — Two
bedroom unfinished cabin in
Greenland Cove. High ground and
well wooded. $18,000.
Danforth-East
Grand
LakeGreenland Cove — Cozy cottage
with sandy beach. Excellent buy at
$9000.
Danforth-East
Grand
LakeGreenland Cove — Two bedroom
camp with sleeping loft. Two chim
neys, sandy beach. Boat included
with sale. $15,000.
Lakeville-Bottle Lake — Two bed
room camp, insulated, furnished,
boats, motors, one car garage, stor
age shed. Priced to sell at $25,000.
Lincoln-Caribou Pond — Log cot
tage with two bedrooms, leased
land. $13,000.
Lincoln-Cambalasse Pond — Cedar
camp with two bedrooms and loft
on 200 x150’ lot, furnished. $19,900.
Enfield — 183 acres with 1.79 miles
of frontage on Penobscot River, and
road frontage on U.S. Route 2, Old
Route 2, and the County Road. Un
limited subdivision potential for
houselots, camp lots, and shore
front lots. This property is nicely
wooded and has good river fron
tage. $90,000.
Prentiss — 84 acres on year round
road. Grown up fields, old well.
$20,000.
Medway — Great subdivision po
tential, 9000’ road frontage, 4500’
on beautiful Penobscot River, over
200 acres, gravel deposits. $350 per
acre.
Carroll — Log Cabin, 30 x70’ on 25
acres, very secluded, well, electric
ity, views. $40,000.
Lee — Three bedroom camp on five
acres, very secluded, spring, toilet,
furnished. $12,500.
Silver Ridge — Approximately
16 x20’ cabin on 30 acres, deeded
right of way, drilled well. $11,000.
Lee — Over 1/z acre lot on Silver
Lake, year round, soil tested. $8900.
Lee-Silver Lake — One acre
wooded lots. Priced at $5500 each.
Boyd Lake — Shorefront lots rang
ing in size from 1.95 acres to 18
acres, prices start at $2200.
Lincoln-Long Pond — Five lots with
100’ frontage each. $3000 each.
Danforth-East
Grand
LakeGreenland Cove — Six lots avail
able. All lots are wooded and sur
veyed. 1/2 acre to 1 acre lots. Owner
wants offers.
Topsfield — Three five acre lots with
200’ shore frontage on lake. $12,000
each.

TRAPPERS
Trapper, good fox bait, easy to
make. Explain in letter. Send $3.00.
Ralph Lanning, Box 389, Lords Val
ley, Hawley, Penna. 18428.
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THADINC POST
CANOE FOR SALE
12 foot cedar/fiberglass canoe.
Good condition. $125.00. Tel. 7946092.
WANTED
10 to 100 acres of land with a nice
view - good hunting area. Consider
camp. J. McNally, 65 Fernwood
Ave., Hyannis, Mass. 02601.

The Pine Hill Sub-Junior rifle team shown here is
the third ranking team in the USA in the NRA Junior
Indoor Championships. From left they are Charles
Sewall of Jefferson, Scott Freeman of Rockland, Craig
Scaccia of St. George and Pat Rowling of Rockland.

STREAMERS
Spring is just around the corner,
order your streamers now. Trolling
streamers — weighted, sizes 2-4
$1.25 ea. Casting streamers — sizes
6-8-10 .75 ea. Silver Minnow — my
specialty — sizes 2-4-8-10; Black
Ghost — Maribou, 2-4-8-10; Grey
Ghost — Maribou, 2-4-8-10; Blue
Smelt, 2-4-8-10; Multi color (white,
orange, green), 2-4-8-10; Mickey
Finn, 6-8-10; Ed’s Little Perch — a
killer, 6-8-10; Black Nose Dace —
6-8-10; Royal Coachman, 6-8-10;
Squirrel
Tail,
6-8-10;
White
Maribou, 6-8-10; Yellow Maribou,
3-8-10; Also wooly worms .75 ea.,
$7.50 a doz. Specify color, size 6-8-10-12. Edward Lull, 50 Cedar
Lake Rd., Chester, CT 06412. I tie
?very fly as though it were my very
own.

WANTED
Camp lot on Moosehead Lake. Pre
fer Greenville-Rockwood section.
Will consider island parcel or ne
glected camp. Write: Mike Dyroff,
RFD #1, Woolwich, Maine 04579.

Art Jura of Union, left was the winner of the Fourth
Annual Gallery Cast Bullet Championship held at
Oyster River Range in Warren. Second place was won
by Maynard Stanley Jr. of Owls Head at right.

HOUSE FOR SALE IN ROCKWOOD
Completely furnished - 3 bedrooms
- gas heat - year round or seasonal panoramic view of Moosehead Lake
- Will finance. Write: Chet Tomaszek, 19 Lamphere Rd., Waterford,
CT 06385. 203-443-7565.

WANTED
3 or 4 drawer pine chest; round or
square pine dropleaf table; oak
Hoosier kitchen cabinet; tall, pine
cupboard. Write: Ray Chapman, Lit
tle City Rd., Killingworth, CT 06417.
After July 4: Box 425, Rangeley, ME
04970.

CASH
PAID
FOR
USED
GUNS
Bring in yours
for our offer
(Sorry no telephone
estimates)

CUSTOM TIED FLIES
All standard patternsand types or to
your order. Send $1.00 for a sample
fly and a price list. Also offering
$5.00 and $10.00 fly kits, dry, wet,
nymph and streamer — specify type
of fly and size preferred. Eric Tirrell,
RFD 1, Buxton Rd., Saco, ME 04072.
Tel. 207-282-0800.
FOR SALE
1973 Shasta, fully self-contained,
air conditioning, awning, large re
frigerator, hitch, 27’. Call 943-2092.
Write: Ricker, 35 Riverside, Milo,
Maine.
WANTED
2 pair wooden skis for ice fishing
house or information on how to
build. Thurston, 1420 Washington
Ave., Portland, ME. 797-3258.

ATTENTION - HUNTERS
AND FIELD TRIALERS
English Pointer pups. Whelped
4-6-80. DAM: BONNIE’S HAPPY
PAT out of Blackfield Bonnie and
Paucek’s Happy Hunter. SIRE:
PAUCEK’S DYNAMO JOE out of
Lady Damalia Goldy and Hoss Surracho Palmer. Call: George A. Ten
ney, Minot, ME. 207-966-2020.
ENGLISH POINTER PUPS
3 English pointer pups, 3 months.
Out of Samba and Cox’s Red Ram
bler. Contact: David Cox, Grand
Lake Stream, ME 04637. 796-5524.

ENGLISH POINTERS FOR SALE
2 English pointer females. These
dogs are broke to wing and shot and
have had many birds killed over
them. Both dogs have field trial wins
in New England and Canada. Con
tact: David Cox, Grand Lake
Stream, ME 04637. 796-5524.

FIND
COINS — TREASURE
With the Deepest Seeking Type
Metal Detector built. Garrett’s VLF
Ground
Cancelling
circuitry,
Maximum sensitivity, discrimina
tion of unwanted junk, makes for
superior capabilities. Free Head
phones available. Sales tax and De
livery paid by Bob’s. Phone 207924-6843 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
weekdays for details. Bob’s Tackle
Co., Dexter, Maine. Authorized Garrett Dealer_____ __________ ____
A.K.C. REGISTERED
GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS
Ready in May. $150/best offer. Call
after 7 p.m. weekdays or on
weekends. 582-1487.

GLIDDEN S PADDLES
AND CANOE SEATS
All makes and sizes, ash, maple. We
make the best and fix the rest. Tel.
732-3639. 77 Water St., Howland,
Maine 04448.

WANTED
Isolated land or rustic camp in area
of Richardson and Parmachenee
Lakes. Accessible by four wheel
drive and good trout water. 9352369. Rt. 5, No. Fryeburg, ME 04037.
FOR SALE
1979 JEEP CHEROKEE
4 door, automatic trans. 4 wheel
drive with quadra-trac. Only 25,000
miles. Brand new tires. Perfect con
dition throughout. The price is
right. Call evenings (207) 846-4902.
FOR SALE
1977 Yellowstone camper 26'.
Sleeps 7, self-contained. Bunk
room at rear. Awning included. Call
784-4207 after 5:00.

FIREARMS WANTED
Firearms wanted by collector. Dou
ble barreled shotguns made by
Parker, L.C. Smith, Fox, other rifles,
pistols. Federal licensed to buy your
firearms — modern or antique.
N.R.A. life member. Wm. Drexler,
Dingmans Ferry, Penna. 18328.

REGISTERED WALKERS
Registered Walker male, 4 years
old. 95% finished super tree dog.
Registered Walker female, 3 years
old. Started, very fast on track, trees
good on lead coon. Registered
Walker female, 11/2 years old. Has
never been hunted. For more infor
mation call or visit Sand Hill Ken
nels, 36 Huston Rd., So. Windham,
Maine. Paul Magnusson (207) 8926985.
LABRADOR PUPPIES
Black and yellow. Excellent pet and
hunting stock. Sire, Sargent of
Riverside. High point retriever in
Maine Retriever Club 1978. New
burgh, Maine. 234-2892.

WANTED - BRITTANY SPANIEL
Fully trained, close working, male
or female. Albert Laucis, 354
Greenwood St., Millbury, MA 01527.
Tel. 617-755-0337.

LAND FOR SALE
Over 1 acre of land. Had camp but
lost it to fire. On land there is 90’
well, good foundation, large wood
shed with outhouse. Write or call!
$1,500! St. Albans, ME. Kenneth
MacDonald, 111 Beacon Hill Ave.,
Lynn, Mass. 01902. Tel. 1-617-5920728.

FOR SALE
Home in Norway, Maine. 6 rooms,
oil or wood heat. Full dirt cellar. Two
story shed will hold about 10 cords
of wood. Downstairs workshop up
stairs. Lot about 117 x74’ back and
front yard. With trees. Town
facilities. For sale by owner.
$21,000. Also camplots on No.
Pond, Norway, ME. Call or write:
R.E. Holden, Sr., 17 Summer St.,
Norway, ME. Area 207-1-743-5597.
IRVING’S - ANECDOPES
Using Irving’s Fly Dope on a sultry
night,
Boated big fish in the month of May;
Nothing rides free if it’s going to
bite!
Threw them all over-board in the
bay.
Irving’s Fly Dope, Corinna, Maine
04928.

A.K.C. BLACK LAB PUPS
Ready on April 27. From best field
trial bloodlines of national and
Maine dogs. Dew claws removed
and puppy shots. $200. Call 6334744 or 923-3175, 5-6 p.m.
FAMILY VACATION
FOR HIM - Good fishing - bass to
salmon, boat dock - bait and tackle
nearby. Good rates. FOR HER Clean modern cottages, sunny pri
vate beach - gift and antique shops
nearby. FOR THEM - Lots of room,
safe, sandy beach, lawn games miniature golf and ice cream shops
nearby. Box 351, Naples, ME 04055.
(207-693-3338).

FLY TYING MATERIALS
Some in bulk, free price list. LeHay’s
Fly Fishing Shop, 57 Town & Coun
try Pk., Milford, New Hampshire
03055.

DEEP SEA FISHING
Aboard the
MYSTERY
OR
BUCCANEER

9.00 to 9:00
Daily
Sundays 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Tel. 633-3244
Boothbay Harbor
Maine 04538

Spring Fishing Is Great
Call Early For Your Charters
All Tackle Furnished
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YOU HAVE TO TRY IT
TO BELIEVE IT!

MUSKOL
The Effective

Insect Repellent
that's

100% ACTIVE

MUSKOL®: The Repellent with 100% Active Ingredients, Provides EFFECTIVE
Protection Against Mosquitos, Black Files, Chiggers, Gnats, Ticks A Fleas

OVER 19 YEARS ON THE
CANADIAN MARKET-NOW
AVAILABLE IN THE U.S.A.

ODORLESS
MUSKOL is practically odorless and
will not sweat off when applied to
dry skin.

Available in 2 oz. unbreakable plas
tic bottles or new 1.06 oz. blister
pack. 12 to a display box.

EASY APPLICATION

100% ACTIVE INGREDIENTS
MUSKOL contains 100% active in
gredients — 95% DEET concentrate
(the chemical proven most effective
in repelling mosquitos, black flies,
etc.) and 5% related toluamides.
Compare this with the less effective
brands.

MUSKOL is not a pill, an aerosol or
a messy cream. Just a few drops of
MUSKOL spread over the exposed
skin does the job.

MUSKOf®

MONEY BACK GUARANTEED

Insect Repellent
100% ACTIVE INGREDIENTS

If you're not completely satisfied
with this incredible insect repellent.

"Without a doubt it is the best repellent that I
have ever run across. "

~ "I wouldn't spend a day in the open without it."
Bud Leavitt
Outdoor Editor
Bangor Daily News

Art Flick
Fly Fisherman
Westkill. N. Y.

Rave Reviews For Muskol! Read on...

"In this newspaper we may occasionally announce
some new or especially useful product, but we
practically never sing praises for any of them . . .
this case is different . . . Muskol works. It con
tinues to work for hours, even in the rain. The
manufacturer's claim that less Muskol is needed
is absolutely correct."

"It has been my pleasure to have used Muskol
repellent for the last several years, and have found
it to be the most effective formula on the market
today. No matter what the location, Muskol has
provided 100% protection from bothersome in
sects, which certainly aids in producing an enjoy
able fishing trip."

Red Chaplin
"Inside the Outdoors"
Editor & Publisher
Massachusetts Out of Doors

Paul Fuller, President
New England Outdoor
Writers Assn.
Portsmouth, N. H.

'7 have put (Muskol) to use on the Rapid and
Narraguagus River during the height of the black
fly season and have found it quite effective to say
the least. It is without question the best insect re
pellent on the market today. Congratulations on
handling a fine product worthy of the term
"repellent".

Al Raychard, Author
"Flyfishing in Maine"
Columnist, Me. Sportsman

Ask for Muskol at Your Lpcal Store,
or Use Handy Order Form below.

Please send me_______ 2 oz. bottles of 100% effective Muskol at
$5.95 ea. plus 50(/ postage & handling, and/or__________ 1.06 oz.
bottles at $3.99 ea. plus 50</ postage & handling. Send cashier's
check or money order. Visa/MC also accepted.
Name

Address

Sporting goods stores, drugstores, hardware stores,
mailorder people: If you want in at the ground
level on this new product which is sweeping the
market, please write or phone for complete
information.

DEALER
INQUIRIES
NV TED

State

_________ Zip______________

Amt. Enclosed

___ (3 bottles or more postpaid)

Visa/MC No.

Expiration Date_____________

Signature
MAINE RESIDENTS — ADD 5% SALES TAX

Dl |

Mark Mowatt Enterprises
MUSKOL DIVISION

P. 0. Box 246
Brewer, Maine 04412
Local/Outside Maine (207) 989-6191
Maine Toll-Free 1-800-432-1723

